4% "ws F % N WP ; 
3 bs * 8 x 
, — | 5 * wp 1 Y , 


” 
* 

* ö 
e : 1 
* *- 

55 57 
«FS . 


* 
4 
OG 
** 
& 
- 
1 
* 
22 
1 
WP © 


& Ty N 


— 


5 
ER”? 


* 


1908 


* 


1. LS 


8 
8 s * 


o 


1 
* 


'SAM 
Vs 


% 
8 


* I: 
. 4 
Sen 


155 
1 


n 
4 * 2 


* 


„ 


. 
4 k 


* 


* 
— 
* 


o 
” 


NT 


> oY 


— 


KA. 


4 
WARE, 


2 + 
o 
* 
CG 
70 
* 


8 


* hl; es 
* 
4 


. 


vj 
4 


n 


2 »% 


A. 


19 


* 


F 


ef 


FF 36 4 
SAS 290 e ec 
pl ir RG 3 


4 8 


v 


— 
* 
* 
— * 7 
4 
— 
* 
. 
— 
1 * 
* men, 
5 » 4 2 
2 E 
*S 
; by 
7 * * * 
* 
7 3 
o 
” * 
** 4 wy 
LA g 
— gs F 
a 1 . 
_- 
b 0 2 
of 1 5 
4 4 „ 
* 4 
” 
* 
# 5 
Pg - 
* P. = ol * 
+ * * * 
. : 
. 2 : . 
A . , % C 
# * : * e 
* — 7 
* . 
* 
* » x * * 
* f * 3 


£7 
p 


* 


* 
2 
G ">... a* 
3 
E 4 
_ 
55 
5 
0 5 
4 
* 
% 
A 
4. 
1 
i 
Ws, 
* 


MES DUNBAR, L 


Y © : . 
25 4 7 
. - 


” 
* - * x 


* 15 + 


1 1 
he: J 


5 | LATE PROPESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY, KING'S COLLEGE, 
5 IN THE VNIVEBROITY OF ABEADERN;, © RN 


* , , 2 A LS: ; - g 55 . 3 & 4 PL - 5 12. 4 13 
* 4 N, 8 1 7 $a OP ” &y g 203 
| 3$ MOST RESPECTFULLY AND AFFECTIONATBELY 
* \ = . 

4 | ed 7 INSCRIB $f 8.4 eee 

e | 3 3 

8 ; N * + „ Fa A x 8 8 7 . 

BY HIS LATE ACADEMICAL PUPIL, _ ð 


55 | | Axp MUCH OBLIGED: FRIENDy 4+ 


8 


11 AK 


r 


A. 
2 


b 5 7 
Er ; 1 

1 . 
3 2 


* 


15 


2 
* 


* 


Away ; ths 4 * 
T7 U 1 
8 ; ; * 


A 16 TT 


FT 


* 
* 


5 


5 
& 


Tan avs aue yelng «ped in . Eier, tuition | / OY feels | 
himſelf Happy i planning and Geo * | | 
fall) which may inform their minds, rouſs their diligence, and f. 4 
cilitate their improvement. _The frequent enquiries of young > | 
ple reſpe s the prevailing yon of religious Tentiment, ſug „ 
geſted to him the utility of. the'p preſent "publication, which i: is BOW- | | 
humbly ſubmitted.t to the candohf o "the Public.” He has. ta en- 
ſiderable pains to inform himlelf e on the bie, and is indebted to: 
ſome intelligent friends who wipe zee, "the manuſcript, , and favored - 
him with their emendations,” "Ignorance x ang age te: 
two inveterate foes wits which religion has to combat, | 
| the one, and prevent © Fe peers 15 1 pela e bene 
1 The cb Fa ts JENA alſo. eben ed to correct as 4 
| notions which are often entertained c: concerning the tenets of tho 4 
who differ from. us; and the fubſequent, perſuaſive is intended tg 
check a propendity t to ſevere and uncharitable : Judgments, Through: I 
out. the whole the Author has been, ſtudious of a perſpicuous brevity, 4 
But if the Reader withes to enlarge his acquaintance. wich the di. 
nions of the. religious world, he has only to conſult, the writers men. F 
tioned i in the ſeetch of moſt of theds nominations, Woe his n ; 
will be amply gratiſietc. 1 
Being a firm believer in the Guth, — — e mY 
„ the Chriſtian Religion, the Author would VR remaye 
any one obſtacle which, impedes its progreſs among. mankind, gr: as 
riniſhes its efficacy where it is already known, Should; theteſdoieb) 
this lilli manual bring only even ru Chriſtians of. different denamis 
nations fo a more accurate knowledge of each other's tencts; and ing. 3 4 
celine them to exerciſe towards ons another that charity wibirb thinkee i 
a eo, it will afford him more real latisfaction than the ae 
of a work of the moſt „ nature. | | 
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En. SECOND EDITION. 
ar? 5:58 IIS 8342 * . 13 Vo I} E 31500 Scots HON un | 5 5 
TEE very flattering teſtimonies of approbation 
Weich which the Author hath been honored, both 
| With reſpect to 
| This little work, demand his warmeſt thanks, and 
© have induced him to vorrect and to enlarge conſi- 


- 
o 


gerabl 7 this ſecond edition, which has been fo 
- Ipeedily called for by an indulgent public. The 
| account of Paganiſm, and of Mahometaniſm—o 
| TFadaiſm, and of Chriſtianity, together with vari- 
dus other articles, are newly inſerted, and each 


2 denomination formerly mentioned. has received 
dome additions, either explanatory of its tenets, 


or illuſtrative of its hiſtory. In the particulars 


& introduced, the utmoſt correctneſs has been ſtudied, 
and did it not fayour of oftentation, the feveral 


volumes ſhould have been fpecified, whence a 
great portion of the information has been obtained. 
Notwithſtanding the Author's fpecial aim at ac- 


ls  Euracy, yet in a publication of fo miſcellaneous 
= = nature, it is almoſt impoſſible not to have fallen 


into ſome miſtakes. He, however, fincerely hopes 
that they are as trivial as they are unintentional. 


He has no intereſt to promote but that of ruth, 


and truth does not require that the ſentiments of 


de mutilated or mifreprefented.* 


; * The Writer conficers himſelf honared in no fmall degree, by | 
die very favorable notice which the Analytical, the U iſical, and 
: 7 8 , HAST bn ; the 7 


— % 


* 


the impartiality and tendency 3 


any one man, or of any one body of n wan 


The Author 3 PD the - tis of 
| perſons; who had favored him with a, peruſal; 4 
expreſſed a wiſh that the account of the reſpec Þ} 
| 8 ſects had been. more minute- and extenſive. 
To this circumſtance great attention bas been 
paid, and in the preſent edition theit laudahle eu- 
rioſity will receive an ampler gratification. But 
he ſtill begs leave to remind the reader that the 
title promiſes only a Sketch, and is intended by its 
8 for the RISING | OTHER A TAO: more 


91 2 


public mind = 
e e up this Steh of, che dee. 


minations, the Author never i imagined himſelf 
bound, like the ecclefial ical hiſtorian, 3 record 


or to pourtray every ſhade of difference 8 which | 
they might be ae e He rather x confines | 


LE ES 


lincate every. variation of e pd 3 bela aß : 
thoſe more prominent traits of countenance which 
are impreſſed on mankind e the e 


e of the habitable globe. 3 
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the ghz Reviewers Have thken up; this IND and 15 
aſſures them that ſeveral of the emendations which were ſo obligingly 
ſuggeſted, have been gratefully adopted. | 
To a certain Prelate of diſtinguiſhed worth and abilities; 
the Author is much indebted for his very polite note, in which; his 
lordſhip is pleaſed to intimate his approbation of the tendeney of 
this little work. Great obligations are alſo due to John Brent, Eſqu 
of Blackheath, and to Thomas Cook, Eſq. of the Isle of Wight, 1 
for _ WE mne it 5 as vel as to Samuel Bꝛent, Eſd. ß 
| otherhiche, 
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* Rebe ding the reflect fles ont which a > ſubjo ined, . 
(tow kme what enlarged) the Authbr hath only 


to declare that he hath written them ip the ſince- 
it of his heart, upon the broad and liberal 
principles of a Proteſſant Diſſenter. It is, how- 
ever, with peeuliar ſatisfaction that he has found, 
nee the firſt publication of this manual, that 


Biſhop Taylor, in his Liberty of Propheſying— Bi- 
op Hall, in his treatiſe on Moderation ; and the 


ever memorable John Hates, in his Trat on Schiſm, 
(divines of the laſt century, diſtinguifhed' for their 


genins, their literature, and their piety) adopted: 


a ſimilar train of ſentiment. Their example 


wus followed by Burner, Tilletfon, and Hoadley,. 


names which will be ever dear to the firm and en- 
tightened” friends of Chriſtianity. Reference is 


more eſpecially made ta theſe divines of an efta- 
blifhed church, fince they cannot be ſuſpected of 
fettarian principles, and bear, therefore, a more 


unexceptionahle teſtimony to the excellent, though 
much ' deſpiſed cauſe of CIRISTIAN Mop ERA - 
The Author is aware, that for the ſame reaſon 


chat the paſſionate charge the mild and unaſſum- 
ing, with a want of ſpirit, zealots of every deſcrip- 
tion are perpetually accuſing the advocates of 
1 Moderation, with a proneneſs to indifference. But 
mis is an iniquitous charge, ſince it is well known 


* 
* 
* 


3 Roekehartic, fot fret acceſs to his valuable library, whence ma- 
ny intereſting particulars have been derived. Nor would the 
Author forget to return his thanks to the Rev. Dr. Kippis, the 


Rev. Dr. Diſney, the Rev. Dr. Toulmin, the Rev. Hugh Wor- 


che Rev. Samuel Palmer, and other very reſpectable indiv 


thington, the Rev. Robert Winter, the Rev, Edmund 2 I 
of different" denominations for their obliging communications. - 
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. laity, have been diſtinguiſhed for their zeal to 


ſurely no man in his ſenſes will, on that account, 
ſeriouſly maintain, that candor and indifference, 


1 far theft ance. delivered ta- the": 


(ix: )) 
that ſome of the moſt liberal among dlergy and 


ſupport what appeared to them to be the inte- 
reſts of truth. That the candid have fallen into 
indifference, and that the zealous! have been be- 
trayed into perſecution, canngt be denied, but 


zeal and perſecution are inſeparably connected. -: 
ſpeculative or practical branches of religion, the 


Author here ſolemnly proteſts, nor indeed will any 
perſon accuſe him of it ho has read with. atten- 
tion his Addreſs tothe General Baptiſit an the reui- 
val Religion. While, with our Bleſſed, Saviour, 
he exhorts Chriſtians e lobe one another. —ſo on 
the other hand, with the Apoſtle Paul, he loudly : 
calls upon them t contend xcalouſſy, (but not in- 
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e %bs wits 200 RR | 
Dr. Prideaux, in his life of Mahomet, ſpeaking: 
of the diſſentions of the ſixth century, remarł , 
into controverſy, did thereby ſo deſtroy peace, 
love and charity among themſelves, that they loſt 
the whole ſubſtance of their: religion, and in a 
manner drove Chriſtianity quite out of the world 
ſo that the Saracens, taking advantage of the weak 
neſs of power, and the diſtractions of councils 
which theſe diviſions had cauſed, ſoon over-ran 
with terrible devaſtation all the eaſtern provinces 
of the Roman empire - turned every where their 
churches into moſques, and forced on them the 
inable impoſture of Mahometaniſm.” F 7 5 
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* | this amentable fact we may learn an awful and an 
inſtructive leſſon. How far this affecting de- 
ſeription of the fixth century may be applicable 
da the eigbteenth in which we live, the ſagacious 
5 contemplator of human affairs muſt of himſelf de- 
- tetmine.” But ſurely in an age like the 15 
9 prs and Deiſts wee DEV every fide - £ 


_ vate of opinion, ſhould: concentrate 
7 their ſcattered forces, and, inſpired with a ſpirit of 


moderation towards each other, oppoſe with one. | 


' Heart and with dns ſout'the:cormnon- ENEMY. 
Mayche Gen or pracr allay the be 
aud mekerhte the temper of the 8 World... 
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| The great leflon which every ſect, and every Individual s 
every ſect, ought to learn, ſtom the hiſtory. of the Church, 18 
MopxaaTion. Want of genuine Moderation tayards' thoſe who 
differ nen us N 0 (ens ſeems to be me > 2p 9 


de SAS An % ²˙·Qaa COS. 4 
N N 5 
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wiſtia. word. is dirided into. dane. £3 1 
8 Werber to e To eee the 
nature, point out the foundation, and appreciate 
| the tendency of every individual opinion, would 
be an endlcls tals. My only deſign. is:briefly ta 
zading tenets of the ſeveral parties 
which attract our notice, and to make this variety © * 
of religious opinions a ground for the exerciſe of . 
moderation, together with the improvement f 
other Chriſtian graces. The moderation here re- 
commended, lies at an equal diſtance between an _ 
2 Xo to Anvil the eie of un- 
| l chauitable- = 5 


4 a” &] 


) 


7 2 = 


* charitableneſs. It is a virtue much talked ” 
| little underſtood, and Jeſs practiſed. 


But before we delineate. the tenets of the ſeve- 


I ral denominations, we ſhall juſt notice the Atheiſt 


and Deift, two deſcriptions of perſons frequently 
confounded together, and alſo Judaiſm and Chriſti- | 
anity, two diſpenſations of revealed mien, which 


-watually illuſtrate each other. 


The Atheift does not believe in the fling 


bo fa God. He attributes ſurrounding nature and all 
jts aſtoniſhing phænomena to chance, or a fortui- 
| ſous concourſe of Atoms. The name Atheiſt is com- . 


ſed of two Greek terms a and heog, ſignifyir 


; without Ged, and in this ſenſe the appellation 
'Eurs in the New Teſtament, Epheſ. ii. 12. Vi 5 | 


aut God in the world. It is to be hoped that direct 
Atheiſts are few. Some perſons, indeed, queſtion 
the reality of fuch a character; and others inſiſt, 
that pretenſions to Atheiſm have their origin in 


= pride, or are adopted as a cloak for licentiouſneſs. 
In the laſt century, Spinoſa, a foreigner, was its 
Ss rcted defender; and Lucilio Vanini, an Italian, of 
_ * eccentric character, was burnt 1619, at Toulouſe, 

for his atkeiſtical tenets. Lord Bacon, in his effays, 


juſtly remarks, “ That a little philoſophy inclineth 


8. man's mind to Atheiſm, but depth in philoſophy, 
5 * men's minds about to to religion; ; for while f 


1 
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the mind of man looketh upon ſecond cauſes ſeats +, 
tered, it may reſt in them and go no further. But 
when it beholdeth the chain of them confederated 
and linked 8 it r needs * to Provi- 


dence and Deity.” | 9 


The ſermons -cicked at Boyle O PAY” = 
diſcourſes of Abernethy on the Divine Attributes, 
and the treatiſ:s of Dr. Balguy are an infallible 
_ antidote againſt Atheiſtical tenets. This laſt ex- 
cellent writer thus e * himſelf o on the 
ſubject; EOS 1 . 

4 Of all the falſe doctrines and fooliſh opinions 
| which ever infeſted 'the mind of man, nothing cart 
poſſibly equal that of 4/heiſm, which is ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous contradiction to all evidence, to all the pow- 
ers of underftanding, and the dictates of common 
ſenſe, that it may be well queſtioned whether any 
man can really fall into it by a detiberate uſe of his | 

judgment. All nature fo clearly points out, and ſo 

loudly proclaims a Creator of infinite power, wiſ- 
; dom, and goodneſs, that whoever hearsnot its voice _ I 
| and ſees not its proofs, may well be thought wilfully 2 
deaf and obſtinately blind. If it be evident, ſelf. 
evident, to every man of thought, that there can be 

no effect without a cauſe, what ſhall we lay of that 1 
manifold combination of effects, that ſeries of pe- 
—_— that ſyſtem of wonders which' fill the uni- 
. „ pen 
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are towns, cities, 


1437 


"verſe; LES ern ee aa 
tions, and ſtrike our minds and our fenſes on every 


fide! Every faculty, every object of every faculty 
demonſtrates a Deity. The meaneſt infect we can 


5 ; ſee, the minuteſt and moſt contemptible weed we 
| "can tread upon, is really ſufficient to confound 


Atheiſm, and. baffle all its pretenſions. How much 
more that aſtoniſhing variety and multiplicity of 


God's works with which we are continually ſur- 
. zounded ! Let any man furvey the face of the earth, 


or lift up his eyes to the firmament ; let him con- 
ſider the nature and inſtincts of brute animals, 
and afterwards look irito the operations of his 
own mind: will he preſume to ſay or ſuppoſe that all 


the objects he meets with are nothing mare than the 
&  refult of unaccountable accidents and blind chance? 
Can he poſſibly condeive that ſich wonderful or- 
= der ſhould ſpring out of | confuſion ? Or that ſuch 


perfect beauty ſhould be ever. formed by the for- 


4 : turtous operations of unconſcious unactive par- 
ücles of matter? As well, nay better, and more 
A eahly might he ſuppoſe, that an earthquake might 
* happen to build towns and cities; or the mate- 
rials carried down by a flood fit themſelves up 
without bands into a regular fleet. For what 


or ſteets, in compariſon of the 


b e amazing fabrie of the univerſe ! In Wort, 
"= | —_ 


12S 15 * 0 4 


* 


e I | 
Mtbeifm * lab iolence to all our Gcultions that 
it ſeems ſcarce credible it ſhould: ever wg find 


any footing in human underſtanding. 
Newton, Boyle, Maclaurin, Raby 8 


Locke, and other philoſophers, diſtinguiſhed for 


the profundity of their reſearches, and the ex- 
tent of their erudition, are to be enrolled amongſt 
the principal advocates for the e * u 
reren of a Deit : 5 

The Deifts believe in a God, but 1 a writs 
ten revelation from him. They are extravagant 
in their encomiums on natural religion, though 
they differ much reſpecting its nature, extent, 
obligation, and importance. Dr. Clarke, in an 
incomparable treatiſe againſt Deiſm, divides them 
into four claſſes, according to the leſs. or greater 
number of articles compriſed in their creed. But 
the preſent Deiſts are of two ſorts, only, thoſe who 
believe, and thoſe who diſbelieve in a future ſtate. 
I a Thej de different from a 1 it Th s 


F 


4 „ „ a . e 


Ks 


: learned inte two kinds: iſt. Arguments @ priori, or thoſe taken/from 


the neceſſity of the divine exiſtence : 2d. Arguments apofteriori;' or 


.thoſe taken from the 2oorkrof nature. Of the latter ſpecies of prof 
he above quotation: from Dr. Balguy is. a fine illuſtration; On the 
former, ſee the great Dr. Clarke's Eſſay on the being of a GO, 

u has been deemed a maſter piece on the ſubject. 5 
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eee hes niht ar read. 


The term Dei cumes from che Latin 10 


| "Dis a God; and is applied to the rejecters of 


revelation, becauſe the exiſtence of a God is the 
principal article of their belief. The name was 
and Italy, who were willing to eover their oppo- 
tion to the chriſtian revelation by a more ho- 
nourable name than that of Atheiſts. Vgret, a 


| -Givine, of eminenet among the firſt reformers, 
| appears to have been the firſt author who expreſsly 
mentions them, for in the Epiſtle Dedicatory pre- 
; 3 fixed; te the ſecond volume of his Inftruct A 
| - Gbritienne, publiſtted in 1563, he ſpeaks of ſome 
perſons at that, time who called themfelves 
Deiſts are e alfo | 
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2 eee ie eee and ie Mus elſe 
| thy worſhip of idols and falſe gods. Theſe were eithir men, as 


. Gelber, Hercules, Bacchus, &c. or fictitious perſons, as Victory, 
Fame, Fever, &c. or beaſts, as in Egypt, crocodiles, cats, &c. or 
ally inanimate things, as ofions, fire, water, fee. Upon the pro- 
cation of Chriſtianity Paganiſm gradually dechined. G. Jullan the 


Apoftee made an ineffectual attempt to revive it, and it ĩs now de 


* generated into groſs and difguſtflil idolatry. Such eſpetially Was it 
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Infidels (from. $6; Leto; mand N. 


delis) 0 on account of their want of faith or be- 
lief in the Chriſtian Religion. Lord Herbert f 
Cherbury, was the firſt Deiſt/who excited public } 
notice in this country. Leland's View of che 
Deiſtical Writers, together with many other vas 
luable treatiſes; afford information concerning 


their princigles, and contain a complete refuta 


50 8 eee e. Deiſts n 1 
made to revelation, affect not ſo much the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as laid down in the Ne Teſta- 
ment, as certain abſurd doctrines and ridiculeus 

practices which have been added to it by the weak 2 

neſs and wickedneſs of mankind. Reiterated ac- 
cuſations therefore of unfairneſs have been brought 
againſt the generality of deiſtical writers, and with 
this palpable injuſtice, Bolingbroke, ee 
Thomas Paine ſtand partie ly eharged. | 
Paine's Age of MA { « fow pages againſt A 
eee e. of it. — A 
ters of REVELATION {before they choughtleſsl / 
_ .calymniate it) would do well to donſider what 7 
they are able to give us in its ſtead, better W 
culated to alleviate the eie wi en 
in nen | 


TS). 


1 257 Beattie, in the Adent Saaler of his 
i Efay'on the Immutability of Truth, ſpeaking of 
| Sceptics and Deiſts very juſtly remarks; « Ca- 
| refſed by thofe who call themſelves the great, in- 
groſſed by the formalities and fopperies of life, in- 
toxicated' with vanity, pampered with adulation, 
diſnpated in the tumult of - buſineſs, or amidft the 
= viciflitudes of folly, they perhaps have little need 
ad little reliſh for the conſolations of religion. 
But let them know that in the ſolitary ſcenes of 


fe chere is many an honeſt and tender heart pin- 


ing with incurable anguiſh, pierced with the 


1 ſharpeſt ſting of diſappointment, bereft of friends, 


B - chilled with poverty, racked with diſeaſe, ſcourged 
by the oppreflor, whom nothing but truſt in Pro- 


Vvidence, and tlie hope of a future retribution could 

1 preſerve from the agonies of deſpair. And do © 
they with ſacrilegious hands attempt to violate this 
. laſt refuge of the miſerable, and to rob them of 
 -the only comfort that had ſurvived the ravages of 
misfortune, malice, and tyranny ! Did it ever hap- 
pen that the influence of their tenets diſturbed 
the tranquility of virtuous retirement, deepened 
the gloom of human diftreſs, or aggravated the 
Horrors of the grave? Ye traitors: to human kind, 


: Aire murderers of the human ſoul, how can ye an- 


2 108 it to your n ! Surely every ſpark 


© your ger ener _ * extinguiſtic EC d fot ever i if ths N 


00 15 ems adimitable: krictureb on ah lus 


ture and prevalence of modern Deiſm are contained 
in the preſent Biſhop of ere NY to "the | 
clergy for the year 1794. v7 Foy - 
Judaiſm, is the e dochines and itte 101 4 
the Fews, who are the deſeendants of Abraham, a. 
perſon of eminence choſen * by God to preſerve: the 1 
doctrine of the divine Unity arkony the idolatrous 
nations of the earth. A complete ſyſtem of Jus  } 
daiſm is contained in the 20 W868 of Moses;.- 1 
their 8 ren on who deere to reſeus 
W to de poſſeſion of Cana the — 
The Jewiſh economy is ſo much directed to π 
 pordl rewards and pimifhments, that it has been 
queſtioned whether the Jews had any huts 
of a future ſtate. This opinion has deen defended 
with yaſt erudition by Warburton, in his Divin# - Þ 
Legation of Maſet, but it has been warmly denied 
by Dr. Sykes and other authors of reſpeQability. 
The principal ſects among the Jews were t Pha- 
fiſees, who placed religion in external ceremony #27 
the e who were en for ne inere „ 
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duty, and the F/enes, who were diſtinguiſhed by 


an auſtere ſanity. Some account of theſe ſects 
will be found in the laft volume of Prideaux's Con- 
nection, in Harwood's Introduction to the Study 
of the New Teſtament, and ir Marſnh's improved 


| edition of Michaelis, juſt publiſhed. The Phariſees 
and gadducees are frequently mentioned in the New 


ſtalled into an office by 
ti anoint their kings, high prieſts, and ſometimes 


Teſtament, and an acquaintance with their prin- 
-  Ciples and practices ſerves to illuſtrate many paſ- 
_ ages in the ſacred hiſtory. At preſent the Jews 
bave two ſes, the Caraites, who admit no rule of 
religion but the law of Moſes, and the Rabbiniſtt, 


vrho add to the law the traditions of the Talmud. 


The diſperſion of the Jews took place upon the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem by Titus the Roman Em- 
peror, A. D. 70. The expectation of a Meſſiah is 


the diſtinguiſhing feature of their religious ſyſtem. 
The word Mzs$ram lignifies one anointed, or in- 
union. The Jews uſed 


e at e ene, r OS” "Ons 


; | The Talmud is a ate tens 


| the Jens. They have two works that bear this name, the firſt is 
called the Talmud of Jeruſalem; and the other the Talmud of Ba- 

en. The former is ſhorter and more obſcure than that of Baby- | 

lonz but is of an older date. The Talmud compiled at Babylon the SY 
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Saul David, Solomon, and Joaſh, TRE Judath, 


received the royal unction. Thus alſo Aaron 
and his ſons received the ſacerdotal, and Eliſha, 


the diſciple of Elijah, received the prophetic unction- 


Chhriſtians believe that Fe/us Chriſt is the Meſſiah, 
in whom all the Jewiſh prophecies are accom- 
pliſned. On this ſubject Dr. Prieſtley lately ad- 


dreſſed them in ſome ſpirited letters, to which Mr. 


David Levi, a learned author amongſt them, made 
replies. The Jews, infatuated with the idea of a 


temporal Meſſiah, Who is to ſubdue the world, 


þ wait for his appearance. According to Bux- 


rabbinical learning) ſome of the modern rabbins 


believe that the Meſſiah is already come, but that 

of the Jews. Others however have had recourſe + 

to the hypotheſis of two Mefliahs, Who are to 
ſucceed each other —one in a ſtate of humiliation 

and ſuffering the other in a ſtate of Sure Y 


nificence and power. Be it however 


that in the New Teſtament Jeſus Chriſt ns A 


in the moſt explicit terms—that he is the Mefiah. 


In John iv. 25. The Samaritan woma oman ſays to a 


torf, (a profeſſor. of Hebrew, and celebrated for 


1 . wy 
AD Ce A ER Err ne TT 


: Jeſus, I know that Meſſias cometh, which i called . AY 


Ghrift : when he is come, he will tell us all things. 


a, 5 vaio len, 74 4 Jpeat to thee am Hx. 7 1 


1 eee 0. OY According 
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Ck an the title of Meſſiah, way 


An: hiſtory of « Falſe Meſſiah; has been written 
by 2 Dutchman. Barcoc 
appeared in the time of Adrian the ſecond in 1666, 


be laß was Rabbi Mordecai, who was talked 


ment in Canaan under Joſhua, the building of 


| Neſt Sho Old — nem ee 


mous kiſtorian, of nien there are eo Wiſs 
lations in our ge * U n, of 8 two vo- 
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| accordingly 000 ſuch perſons haue actually appeared; 


was Sabbethai. Levi, who turned Mahometan— 


nee. 
eir captivity in Babylon their return 


e Zerubbabel, and the deſtruction of their 
Lit and Temple by the Emperor Titus. Their 


25 3 58 r 
3 1 ** The PTY een is bites? in be 8 Excher 
| Aae, after the moſt aſſiduous reſearches on the ſubject comes. to 


have bar 


ab was the firſt, who 


4 Sener bt mary publication may 
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nn rin V (o vel vine vn intro⸗ 
dior” is the laſt and miore perfect diſpenſation 
of Tevealed rel ision with "which" God hath . 4 
vored the human race It was inſtituted by Ir. 
| SUS Cites, che Son of God, who malle is ap 
 pearatice in Judes near 260 years ago ke uus 
born at Bethlehem ones 4 Nas re 
7 crucified” at 1 Fis lIntags; bir 
4 bya fucceffion of the | Jovith 
his religion. is now ſpread” over a enkel 
portion of the globe. The evidences" bf the Chriſt T 
tian " religion 'a are Septet utider- 
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| as iu pets ik b marks of their” fi 
people whole primitive doctrise will be found by tho who take the 
trouble of inveſtigating it thoroughly to agrer vr its eſſential parts. | 
with the dectrine of the choſen people, bewog Moles uren, 
| mand of God himſelf had conſigned che explatiation of it to the ſa. 
cred records; a people, ina word, whoſe traditional knowledge, when 4 
| freed from whatover the ignorance or the ſupeiflition of later aft 
has added to it, may be traced back from age to age, and from | 
epocha to epocha, without" interruption for the pace of 4000. years, 
even to the renewal of the human race by the grandſon of Noah? M0 
The King, or canonical books of the Chineſe, every where inculcats 
the babe of 'n de Being,” am ANG nn e | 
e dur Saviour's aa, and a 6 tie coy xc has» re 5 
| coufecrael to his marr oh r wes * N 5 
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48 eee — Miracles tho 0 
evidence of its doctrines and precepts---and the 


*Þ rapidity of its firft propagation among the Jews and = 
| theGentiles,--- Though thinking men have in every 
1 I hens fas 4s doctrines of 


yet they are ae er eee 


| . viuity.of its origin, and in the benevolence of its 
tendency. The brevity of my plan will not ſuffer 


me to enter into detail. There are however two 


_ repreſentations of the Chriſtian religion, which, 
_ coming from high nya are well ering 
af an attentive conſid | 
- +: Biſhop Gibſon,“ in his RP? Paſtoral Letter, 
-  dbſerves, It will appear that the ſeveral denomi- 
"  wations-of- Chriſtians agree both in W 3 
$3 Fan and in'the neceſlary enforcements of the 


Fee of it; that the world and all things in it 


Were created by God, and are under the direction 


and government of his all- powerful hand and all- | 


| king oe TICS. 2 2 GO eee 


ce an juty cloemed mot” 


1 Productions againſt Infdeli'y and Enthuſiaſm. It is therefore 


Highly proper to recommend the peruſal of theſe letters, and of 


Sees of a fimilar nature, at a period Uke the preſent, when 
mile Infidels and enthufiaſtic Prophets riſe up in abundance, and when | 
rr 
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en good 11 ws virtue 1 vice; that. 4 
there will be a ſtate of future rewards and pu- 
niſhments according to our behaviour in this life; | 


that Chriſt was a teacher ſent from God, and 3 
that his Apoſtles were divinely inſpired; that all! 
Chriſtians are bound to declare and profeſs them 
ſelves to be his diſriples; that not only the exer- 
ciſe of the ſeveral virtues, but alſo a belief in 
Chriſt is neceſſary, in order to their obtaining the 
' pardon of fin, the favour. of God, and Eternal 
life; chat the worſhip of God is to be 1 
chiefly by the heart in prayers, praiſes, and chanleſ⸗ 
givings=--and as to all ther points that they tr 
bound ta live by tie: rules which Cxwiſt aud us 
Apoſtles have left them in the holy Scriptures. 
Here then is a fixed, certain, and uniform rule 
of faith and practice, containing all the moſt ne. J 
| ceſſary points of religion, eſtabliſhed by a divine : 
ſanctionembraced as ſuch by all denominations 
of Chriſtians, and in itſelf abundantly: ſufficient to 
preſerve the u ht 10 ichen f es ” _ 4 7 
hs 0 ae 72 4 1 2th 245: 12 


* 3 particntun efpoting the e penn Midi > 
in the Eaſt Indies, communicated in the Afric Reſearches, ſeem to 
indicate that it is a corruption of the Chriſtian religion How far. 
the reſemblance holds, the reader of the Afiatic Reſearches muſt 
form his own judgment. That celeb ed work was publiſhed under 
the infpedtion of that great otientl ſcholar the law Sir W. es. 
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daes to thoſe” who alk it; 5 whether he will reward 
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Df, Sherlock 4 3 ſucceeded Dr. Gibe as 
8 of London] expreſſes himſelf much to 
; tha ſame purpoſe in the firſt volume of his ſer- 

mens... Obſerving, that the books; of the New 
| Tekament may be conſidered. menen ; 
or as controverſial, and ſome -as a a 


| —.— of the two laſt---he thus proceeds: © By 


the doctrinal I underſtand thoſe matters of fam 
and rules of duty which do not regard this or 


ꝓꝑ— —-— — 
vt ehe Whale, and are to continue to the end of 


ni. Andi if there be a clear law, and clearly ex- 


I = + 


preſſed in the world, this is the law. Can words e 
| morg-gleadly expreſs the bonor and worſhip we 
are to pay to God, or can more familiar expreſ. | 


on, che given in this cafe than are to be found in 


the Goſpel? Is not idolatry . clearly condemned . 
in the Goſpel? Is there any thing relating to 
Ne worſhip that we yet want inſtructing in? 
Ae not the duties like wiſe which we owe to each 
. made. evident and plain, and can there be 
any diſpute about them, except what ariſes from 
luſt or avarice, or other ſelf intereſt? As- to the 

peculiat benefits of the goſpel, are they not de- 
© clared without obſcurity ? Can you read the goſpel. _ 
A dankt whether Chriſt died for you? Whether 
| God wilf grant pardon to the penitent, or his aſnſt- 


40 all 
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weed 0 = knowledge of the C 


oY auch i in glory . mntinue”t 
ciples of his Son? What * en — 
want, or can we defere in theſe eee 


concerns; eee 


The — Locke allo adhering, « ei 2 


raligjon in the bulland juſkettert ty lethim ſtudy. : 1 


the holy ſcriptures, eſpecially the New Soy 2 
wherein, are contained the words of eternal life. 


It has God for its author, Salvation for in andy | 


and Truth without any mixture of error ſor its 
matter,” Even Roſſeau, the famous infidel, con- 
feſſed himſelf ſtruek with the majeſty of the ſeri- 
tures, the purity of the goſpel, and the character f 
Jeſus. Chriſt. See Gerard's Diſſertations on ts 
Internal Evidence of Chriſtianity; Browns Eva- 


- gelical Hiſtory;—Dr, Willan's Hiſtory of the Mi- | | | 
niſtry of Jeſus Chriſt, combined from the Narra- 
tions of the four Evangeliſts, and alſo Dr. Craig's 


Life of Chriſt. —TFhe preſent Deiſts ſhould con- 
deſcend to underſtand the Chriſtian religion be- \. 


fore they preſume to write againſt it. / 3 want 
of this neceſſary knowledge Thomas Paine, in his 
virulent attack on revelation, has in almoſt every - 


page fallen into the moſt wretched. and contempt» _ 


ible blunders. This n Will amtyrally; re 
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Lavill be conſtrued into a. 3 
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e dino forever and cer. We live 0 


lon W CHE ty the" e e der 
anners; and men are ſoon: induced to believe 


2 145 


that . moreover which | wi 7 
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gable argument of its falſchood. The Chriſtiam 
religion ks bv ves eb keene ane I 


rr 1 
learning is far more e en ee 
thoſe who poſſeſs it, than ignorance itſelf. Som 1 
| know affect to believe that as the reſtoratiom af 
letters was ruinous to the Romiſn religion; fo the 
further cultivation of them will-be- ſubvesſivg f 
Chriſtianity itſelf: of this there is no dangers It 
may be ſubverſive of the reliques of che church of / 
| Rome, by which other churches are ſtill pullutedz 
of perſecutions, of anathemas, of corlefialticabaln- | 
mination over God's heritage, of all the ſill out- 


works which the pride, the ſuperſtition, and the 4 
knavery of mankind have erected around the cita- 


del of our faith; but the -citadel itſelf is founded | 
on a rock, the gates of hell ö 
it, its maſter builder is God; its beauty will be 

found ineffable, and its ſtrength impregnable— 
when it ſhall-be freed from the frippery of human 
” A ee 
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dle reader to all the treatiſes which haye been 
Written at different periods, for the defence and-. 
| Wuſtfation of the Chriſtian religion. But the 
- Rudent may conſult Lardner's Credibility, Watſon's 
Theological Tracht, Priqftley's Inflitates of Re 
| and Revealed Religion, and Paley's admirable View 
| of the Evidences. of Chriſtianity recently publiſhed. 
For the uſe of private Chriſtians, Doddridge's 
De Sermons on the Evidences of the Chriſtian 
Religion, are warmly recommended, and alfo an 
. parable little piece written by Dr. Samuel 
Tr, and entitled, Plain Reaſons for being a 


Geng. In this age of infidelity and of aim 


pation the minds of the young ſhould be facredly 
- guarded: againſt the errors and vices of the times. 

And ſolemnly doth it concern both miniſters and 
parents (as they are accountable at the tribunal | 
Aae to furniſh the RISING GENERATION 
With thoſe religious principles, which by operating 


j on the ſprings of human conduct will rg 
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Fenn of Mabdier whe ws born Tn 5j5 
at Meccaja city of Arabia, and died at Medina 631. His ſyſtem-is 


A compound of Paganiſm, Judaiſm, and Chriſtianity, and the Aleb- 
, which is their bible, is held in great reverence. It is replete 
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Hing given n as account If. 


anity, we now proceed to the denos 
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Atheiſm and of Deiſm, of 3 and of COM 7 


Chriſtian world. In the firſt. ages of Chriſtianity | 


there were various ſects which have long ago ſunk 


into oblivion, and whoſe names therefore exiſt only A 


in the pages of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. It is not our 
purpoſe even to glance at theſe ancient lets, but 
only briefly notice thoſe uhich in the preſent dy 
23 our attention. The moſt diſtinguiſhed n may 
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with abſurd e and is Fuppoſec to 10 cio by: a Jew. 


The moſt eloquent paſſage is allowed to be the following, Where 


wal is introduced, biddihg the waters of the deluge to craft. 
«. Earth ſwallow up the waters 3, heaven draw up choſe thou haft = 
poured out: immediately the waters zetreated, the command of Gad 


was obeyed, the ark reſted on the mountains, and theſe words were 8 


heard, cove to the woicked.” Luft, ambition, and cruelty have 
deemed the moſt prominent traits in Mahomet's-conduft, and Vol 
taize has written a fine tragedy an this ſubject. The gert dais 
of the Alcoran is the unity of Gad, and the prophet propagated his 


religion by force of arms. . Dean Prideaux hath lirgely proved in hia 


| letter to the Deifts of the preſent age, that there are ſeven marks-of . 
an impoſture, that theſe all belong to Mabometanifan,: and thut not 
one of them can be charged on Chriſtianity. - Ses Sale Alcatan, 
Prideaux' 5 Life of Mabomet, Dr. White's. Sermons at the Bampron 
Lecture, and Dr. Toulmin's Djffertatians on the. Internal Evidence = 
or Chriſtianity, and on the Character of chan eee with that 
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tte means and meaſure of God's favour, and re- 


ſpecting Church Government and the adminiſtra- 
tion of ceremonies. | T HOLE. 1 PRE 
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OPINIONS RESPECTING THE, PERSON OF CHRIST. 


Trinity, by which is generally underſtood, 


* three diſtin& perſons in one undi- 


vided Godhead, the F ather, the Son, and the Hol: 3 
Shot. The word Trinity i is not to be. found i in 


E. 7 the Bible, but is à ſcholaſtic term, derived from 


the — word- Trinitas, denoting. at three-fold . 
unity. The molt Tearned writers entertain ſuch - 


_ various us and contradiftory ſentiments reſpecting 
| ftery,. that it is difficult to know to whom 


the term Trinitarian is juſtly applicable. Water- 


. Howe, Sherlock, Pearſon, Burnet, Beveridge, 
_ Willis, and Watts, have each of them ſeparate 


opinions on this ſubject. Dr. Prieſtley, however, 
thinks Trinitarians reducible to two claſſes : thoſe - 
© who believe that there is no proper divinity in 
, beſide that of the Father, and the claſs of 
Tritheiſts, who maintain that there are three equal 


ee Nearly allied 2 l 
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. 0 23 75 
are the Athanafians, a name derived from i Athaithe | 
ſius, a father of the chriſtian church, — 25 lived in 


the fourth century. The creed, which bears his 
name in the Common Prayer Book, is not of his 


compoſition, and ſo little attached was archbiſhop i 9 


Tillotſon to it, that in writing to Dr. Burnet, the 
hiſtorian, he Gays, & I wiſh we were well rid of 
it.” The epiſcopal church in America have re- — 
jected it. Were the account of the doAtrine. ** 
tke Trinity contained in this creed ever ſo juſt 
and ſatisfactory, yet its damnatory clauſes are highly 
exceptionable, and have given great offence to ww 


ſome. of. the more ſenſible and worthy members * I 
of the eſtabliſhed church. It were well, if before N 


ve made up our mind on this intricate article of 


faith, we were carefully to read Dr. Watts's Effay 7D 


on the importance of any human ſchemes to !. 
plain the doctrine of the Trinity. This eſffay 
ſhews firſt, that no ſuch ſcheme 'of explication. 
is neceſſary to ſalvation: 2d, that it may yet be 

of great uſe to the Chriſtian church; and 3dly, _ 
that all. ſuch ex plications ought to be propoſed | 
with 2 to the world, and 1 
ii 7 2 
| in England to have pictures of the Trinity. God the Father ws 
oo FE © 


* 


C28); 4 
The Sobellion ** e the 
Pxigity to chree characters or relations. This 
| has been called by ſome a madal Prinity, and the 
perſons who hold it Medalifs.: Sabellius, the foun- 
der of this ſect, eſpouſed the doctrine in the third 
century. Of his teneis, the accounts are va- 
rious. Some ſay he taught that the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, were one ſubſiſtence, and one perſon, 
Wich chree names; and that in the Old Teſtament 
me Deity delivered the law as Father, in the New 
Peſtament, dwelt among men as the Son, and 
1 on the apoſtles as the Holy Spirit. This 
opinion gains ground in the principality of Wales. 
Between the fyſtem of Sabellianiſm, and what is- 
e _— * e 20 be 


3 the ſhape of a old man with a triple crown, 
and. rays about. his head ! The Son in another part of the pigure 


looked like a young man with a fingle crown on his head, and # 
ridiant countenance. The blefſed Virgin was between them in 2 
ſtting poſture, and the Holy Ghoſt under the appearance of a dove 
ad his wings over her. This picture he tells us is ſtill to be 
ſſeen in a prayer book printed in the year 1526, according to the 
© ceremonial of Saliſbury. Skippon alſo tells us there is at Padua a 
eee, being the figure of an old man with 
three faces and three beards. See Broughton's hiſtory of all reli 
Fons, 2 vol. fol. article Trinity. How contrary are theſe abſurd 
' repreſentations of the Deity to the ſublime declaration of our Saviour 
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great esel be recen ne Ade _ 
_ differently-explained. © The Baue ſcheme | 
chiefly founded on that paſſipe in che New Teſta" | 
ment, where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of Chriſt? —4 Y 
In bim dwvelleth all the fulnefs of the Gun 
bodily. Pr. Watts, towards che eloſe of his life, 5 2 
came a Sabellian, and wrote ſeveral pieces in d- 
fence of it. His ſentimemits on the Trinity appear to 
have been that © the Godhead," the Deity'itſell} | 
perſonally: diſtinguiſhed as the Father, was united 
to the man Chriſt Jeſus, in conſequinee of which - 
union or indtbelling of the Godhead! he became 
properly God Mr. Palmer, in * uſeful” edi 
tion of Johnfom's Life of Watts ob wat 
Dr. Watts conteĩ ved this union to dre ubattel I 
before the Saviour's appearance in the fleſh, and that 
the human ſoul of Chriſt exiſted with tlie Father 
from before the foundation of che world n 
which ground be maintains the real deſeeft of -| 
Chriſt from heaven to earth, an the whole ſcené 7 
of his humiliation, which he thought incompatible 
with the common opinion concerning him. Dr 
Doddridge is ſuppoſed to have been of theſe ſens 
arnbres and alſo Mr. Benjamin Fawcet of Kids } 
n who 2 eden. piers” enti⸗ 
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| The Arian: derives his name en is, 2 
. Ereſbyter of Alekandria, who flouriſhed about the 
"WM year 315, and the propagation of whoſe doctrine 
cccaſioned the famous council of Nice, aſſembled 
3h by Conſtantine in the year 325. Arius. owned 
| Chriſt to be God in a ſubordinate ante, and con- 
* fidered his death to be a propitiation for fin. The 
ians acknowledge that the Son was the word, 
* - though they deny its being eternal; contending, 
tat it had only been created prior to all other 
ST beings. Chriſt, ſay they, had nothing of man in him 
except the fleſh, with which the Aces, or word, 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle John, was united, which 
ſupplied the reſt. In modern times the term Arian | 
is indiſcriminately applied to thoſe who conſider 
Jelus fimply ſubordinate to the Father. Some of 
© them believe Chriſt to have been the creator of 
"the world; but they ALL maintain that he exiſted 
previous to his incarnation, though in his pre-ex- 
itent tate they aſbgn him different degrees of 
= dignity. Hence che appellations High and Low 
” _ Arian. That valuable practical writer Mr. Job 
Orton, though he never Publiſhed any thing ex- 
plicitly on the Trinity, is generally ſuppoſed dur- 
ing the latter period of his life to have entertained 
1 theſe. ſentiments of the perſon 'of Cui He q 
_—_ uſed to recommend the two o following tracts, as 
* 


6 * * 4 5 
2 oo ” 1 . + 


7 © 


„ 
At os 
= A 


(6 1. "= 
having given aan the moſt ſatisfac ada the cub 1 
jet; A Sober and Charitable Diſqui tion on the 3 
Importance of the Doctrine of the Trinity, by Si- 
mon Brown, and An Eſſay towards Demonſtras 41 
tion of the Scripture Trinity, by Dr. Scott. Of 
the ſyſtem of Arianiſm, Dr. Clarke, Dr. Price, | 3 
Mr. Taylor, author of Ben Mordecai's Apology, 1 
Mr. Tomkins, once a diſſenting n:iniſter at Stoke 
Newington, and Mr, Hopkins, author of the Ap- 1 
peal to the Common Senſe of all Chriſtian people, 
have been deemed the moſt able advocates. Mr: I 
Whiſton, the famous aſtronomer and tranſiat 3 
| Joſephus, revived this controverſy in the begin- 
ning of the preſent century. Soon after Dr. 
Clarke publiſhed his celebrated treatiſe, 928 
The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity, W , 
was difapproved of by the convocation; and an 4 
ſwered by Dr. Waterland, who has heen c "I 
with verging towards Tritheiſm. Thomas Frilymn, 
a pious and learned divine, ſhould be mentioned' 
here, ſince Ke has been rendered memorable for 
his ſufferings in the cauſe of Arianiſm. He Was a 
. diſſenting miniſter in Dublin, and there ſorely per- 2 
ſecuted on account of his religious ſentiments.” | 


He rejected the common notion of 4 Trinity, A 


but e mainitined X the „ * 1 
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nd. reden account ſhall be here ated 
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He die in nen 1747, and his. "PR 1 
ene by bis ſon, an eminent counſellor, in 
"three v volumes, to which are .prefixed Memoirs 


. 
= 


9 the Author. Some few Arians and moſt of the 
4 R preſent Socinians add to their creed the doctrines 
of neceſſity, materialiſm and univerſal reſtoration, 
Y eng theſe tenets are by no means peculiar to 


Fand the cloſe of this ſketch will be 


tion of Univerſal Reſtoration, | 


Need and Materialiſm. 
an e regards th origin of 


| Palmer; Fer. er ae e er au- 


en all de and vice, hüt ns advo- 


vine emp. "Much — "Bs . 
been on this abſtruſe ſubject. Collins, Prieſtley, 


We who are diff 


cates declare it to be the moſt confiſtent mode of 
explaining the divine goverment. The doctrine 


= of MAatgyal/m reſpects the nature of: the human- 
| 3 ſaul, and the peculiar -mode of its exiſtence. AW 
ms terisliſts deny an intermediate ſtate of conſciouſ- 
Þ neſs between death and the reſurrection. Price 
\ IX and Prieſſley had A. friendly correſpondence on this h 
| Ale and though Price was no a: yet - 


be 


Ko 9 5” Co OR 
1 hold EY termediate ſtate; 4 
who deny the exiſtence of an intermediate flateare | 
often called Soyl-ſleepers. See Archdeacon Black- 
burn's Hiſtorical View of this Controverſy, and 
Dr. Law's Appendix to his Theory of Natural 
and Revealed Religion. The Light of Nature Pur- 
ſued, by Edward Search, Eſq; is a very curious | 
work relative to this ſubject. It contains inge 
nious illuſtrations, and the author's real name was 
Tucker, who died in 1775. Had not neceſſity and 
materialiſm been more of a philoſophical than of 
a theological nature, 8 ſhould have received a 
minuter expli cation. 1 
The Secinian takes his name Foe Fauftus * | 
cimus, who died in Poland 1 604. There were two 
who bore the name Socinus, uncle and nephew, 
and both diſſeminated the fame doctrine. The . 1 
Socinian aſſerts, that Chriſt had no exiſtence 2 
until born of the Virgin Mary, and that, being 
a man like ourſelves, though endowed with A A 
large portion of the divine wiſdom, the only ” 
objects of his miffion were to teach the efficacy 


e 42 


of repentance without an atonement, as a medium 9 


of the divine favour to exhibit an example fot 
our imitation; to ſeal his doctrine with his blood; 
and, in his reſurrection from the dead, to indicate 
the: its wad ad our refurreRtion. at the laſt daf. 


"Tr 


: . Socinians, however, 9 


2 confiderable difference obtains. The miracu- 
| lous- conception and the -worſhip of Chriſt, both 
| allowed by Socinus, are rejected by moſt of the 

modern Socinians. Dr. Prieſtley diſtinguiſhed 


. himfelf in a controverſy on this ſubject with 


Dr. Horſle, the preſent Biſhop of Rocheſter. 
Prieſtley had publiſhed his two principal theolo- 
gical-works ; the one to prove the firſt Ohriftians 
Unitarians, entitled; The Higary of Early Opinions; 


the. other to account for the origin and ſpread of = 


What is commonly called the orthodox doctrine, en- 
| titled, 4 Hiftory of the|Corruptions of Chriftiunity. On 
dete or hoth of theſe publications the Biſkop ſeverely 
|  enuimadverted, and to theſe animadverſions Prieſtley 

_ made ſeveral ſpirited replies. It is difficult to trace 

| the orgs: oß the Socinian controverſy. John 
. us is faid, to be the firſt of che reformers 
1 whodiftingathhed himſelf on this fide of the queſ-- 
tion. Next Michael Seruetus, a. Spaniſh phyſi- 
cian, whom Calvin perſecuted even to the death, for 
in dit year 1 553, he was committed-to the flames 


by perſons who had themſelves juſt eſcaped the 


eic church, and who-it leaft had 
Þ _ giooploally crected:the ſtandard of religious liberty. 


8 The: aha flourithed 2 in Poland 83 


1 * 
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— he Abe 
catechiſm was publiſhed by them calledthe Lacoviah. 


Catechiſm ;: and their moſt able Kathe pre, 2 


among the learned by the title of the Polones Fra-. 
tri, or Polonian Brethren. Having mentioned the 


perſecution of Servetus by Calvin, truth, on the 


other hand, requires it to be mentioned that Si- 


nus has been accuſed of perſecuting one Francis | 
David, who on account of his rejecting the wor- 
ſhip of Chriſt, was caſt into priſon, where he 


died. The perſecuting ſpirit, diſcoverable in ſome 
of the reformers, diminiſhes the reſpectability of 


their characters, and the only apology that can be 


made for them is, that the nature and foundation 3 


of religious liberty were not then fully underſtocd. 

On account of the Socinians maintaining, he 2 4 

ple humanity of Sud they Roe: ometin 

called Humanitarians. .' _ 
But the Socinians have . hemſel | 

the appellation of Unitartans, and by this name they 2 

are now more generally diſtinguiſhed. Though 


to this appellation. they have no exeluſeve. claim, 
yet it is ſomewhat more correctly deſcriptive of 


their religious tenets than that of FSqcinians, fince | 


they renounce many of the opinions of Socigus. 
The Arians, if not the Trinitarians, are equally 
'Rrenuous bo bad Tying —_—_ See Lindſey's * 
© Hiſtorical | 
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Hiſtorical View of Unitarianiſm, Toulmin' 's Life of 
Socinus, and Hopton Haine's Scripture Account 
of the" Attributes and Worſhip of God, and of the 
and Offices of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1 Arians, and Socinians, have alſo 
differed greatly reſpecting the perſonality of theHoly 
Spirit Much has been faid on both ſides of this 
- Intricate and controverted queſtion. Dr. Lard- 
ner's letter on the Logos may be conſulted, and 
_ alſo Mr. Marſom's little piece, entitled, the Im- 
perſonality of the Holy Gheft, publiſhed in 1787. 
In Doddridge's Lectures much information is given 
reſpecting this and almoſt every other article of 
* - the Chriſtian faith. Dr. Kippishath juft publiſhed . 
an edition of this valuable work, with conſider- 1 
able additions and improvements. The private 
Ohriſtan as well as the theological ſtudent, will 
derive an extenſive e g from the attentive h 
nn: Po OE Om 18 
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OPINIONS. RESPECTING THE MEANS AND MEA- 
bo SUES Son OF GOD's FAVOR: | 


— 0 "Calvin caught at | Cres pho, I 540. The 
Pa, tenets of Calviniſm are predeſtination, original ſin, 
. | Particular redemption, irreliflidle grace, and the 

3 | Pe 


perſeverance of the Gin + . These, i in a 1 
world, are termed the five points, and frequent 
have been the controverſies agitated reſpecting 
them. As the Calviniſts differ among themſelves 
in the explication of theſe tenets, it would be diffi- 
cult to give a ſpecific account of them. Generally c 
ſpeaking, however, they comprehend the following 
propoſitions: Iſt. That God has choſen à certain 
number in Chriſt to everlaſting glory, befoxe the 
foundation of the world, according to.his immutable 
purpoſe, and of his free grace and love, without the 
leaſt foreſight of faith, good works, or any conditions 
performed by the creature; and that the reſt. of 
mankind he was pleaſed to paſs by, and ordaimm 
them to diſhonor and wrath for their ſins, to th 
praiſe of his vindicti ve juffice. adly. That Jeſus 
Chriſt, by his death apd ſufferings, made an atonen 
ment only for the ſins of the elect. gd That 


mankind are totally depraved i in _ conſequenge of 


the fall, and by virtue of Adam's being their pub- 
lic head the guilt of his ſin was imputed, and & 
corrupt; nature conveyed to all his poſterity, from 
which proceed all actual tranſgreſſions; and that &, 
by | fin. we are mage. ſubject to:death, and all mi- 
ſeries temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal. 4thly. That 
all whom God.has predeftinated to life he is pleaſed 
in Big «appointed, time offetually to call by his, 


word 


2 A 


Be 
. * 


\ > 

0 . 
Ford and Spirit our of that ſtate of ſin and death 
in which they are by nature, to grace and ſalvation 
by Jeſus Chriſt and, 5thly, That thoſe whom 
God has effectually called and ſanctified by his 
Spirit ſhall never finally fall from a ftate of grace. 
Some have ſuppoſed that the Trinity was one of 
theſe five points; but this is a miſtake, fince both 
the Calvinifts and the Arminians, who formed the 
=  fynod of Dort (where this phraſe five points ori- 
52 | papal thy were on the! 050m _ the Trinity gene 
The "ry prominent foatare of this ſyſtem is 
RY election of ſome, and the reprobation of 
-vthers, from all eternity. To the Calviniſts alſo 
belongs more particularly the doctrine of an 
nement, or that Chriſt, by his death, made 2 
Sand cnon to the divine Juſtice for the elect. 
This doQtine; however, is differently explained 
by their divines, and ſome conſider it (with the 
 Ariansand Sabellians) as ſimply a medium through 
Which God has been pleaſed to exerciſe mercy 
towards the penitent. See Mr. Andrew Fuller's 
publication entitled The Calviniſtic and Socinian 
Syſtems - pgs mand Letter 7th, page 117. 2nd 

_ edit. „ 

But to aſcertain the pal Matten of. this body 
of Chriſtians, recourſe © thould be had to the Af- 
. N —_— 


. : 
ſembly 5 Catechiſm, which i is taught their children, 


and may therefore be ſuppoſed to contain a juſt | 
account of their religious opinions. 


Among the refinements of Calviniſm are to be 2 


ranked the diſtinctions of the ſublapſarians and 
ſupralapſarians. © The ſublapſarians aſſert, that 
| God had only permitted the firſt man to fall 
into tranſgreſſion, without abſolutely predetermin- 
ing his fall: whereas the ſupralapſarians maintain, 
chat God had from all eternity decreed the tranſ-. 
greſſion of Adam, i in ſuch a manner that our firſt 
PRONE could not poſſibly avoid this fatal event. : | | 

Calvin, amongſt other productions, publiſhed ; 
his Inſtitutes, in which he fates and defends the : 
principles of his ſyſtem. It is written in elegant 
Latin, and dedicated t F rancis the F irſt, King 
of France. 1 : 

For a defence of Calviniſm," * * 
on the Will: "Brine? 5 "Tracts; Dr. Gill's per- 
formance, entitled, The Cauſe of God and 
Truth ;* and Toplady's Hiſtoric Proof of the 
os ce 5 the N of England. 8 1 * 


Wt he Arminia favours the Lats! 51 4 
the diſciple of Beza, and latterly an eminent 
profeſſor of divinity at Leyden, who flouriſhed | 
about the year 1600. His tenets include the five 
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allowing Mt" "Iſt. That God has not | 
eck che future ſtate of mankind by an abſolute 
uncondi tional decree; but determined from all 


eternity, to beſtow falvation on thoſe whom he 


- foreſaiw Would perſevere to the end in their faith 


m Jeſus Chriſt, and to inflict puniſhments on 


; Jeſus Chriſt, by his death and ſufferings, made an 


thoſe who ſhould continue in their unbelief, and. 
reſiſt to the end his divine aſſiſtance. 2dly. That 


atonement for the ſins of all mankind in general, 
and of every individual in particular; that how- 


2 


1 ever none but thoſe who. believe in him can be 
LO  partakers of this divine benefit. dl That 
#8 ki are not totally er and t hat - 


is fin to poſterity. " 4thly. * there is n no ſuch 


ching as irreſiſtible grace i in the converſion of 
' Hers —and, 5thly. That thoſe who. are united to 


Etrift by faith, may fall from their faith, and for- 


Kit finally their ſtate of grace. Thus the fol- 


lowers of Arminius believe that God, baving an 


9 the power of doing the will of Gad, otherwiſe : 
| hey are not the 2 ſubjects of 1 | 


_ qual regard for all his creatures, ſent his Son ta 


— 


die for the ſins of the whole world; that men have 


AY) nm 
and. condemnation; and that, in this preſent im- 


perfect ſtate, believers, if not peculiarly vigilant, 
map, through the force of temptation, fall 2 1 


grace, and ſink into final perdition. 
Whitby, the celebrated commentator, Ne Write 
ten a large and elaborate defence of Arminianiſm 


and the reader ſhould conſult Dr. Taylor's Key | 


to the Epiſtle to the Romans, which has been 5 
much admired, on the ſubject. Since the days of 
Laud (whe was archbiſhop of Canterbury, in the 


reign of Charles the Firſt) by far the majority f | 


the Engliſh clergy have taken chis fide of th 
queſtion. Biſhop Burnet has given a full account 
of the opinions of this ſect in his n of 73 
the Seventeenth article. 4 


In the laſt century diſputes | ran- u very high 0 ff f 


Holland between the Calviniſts and the Arminians. | 
On each ſide conſiderable talents and _ 
were diſplayed, but ſome injudiciouſſy called in 

the interference of the civil power, and thus ter- 
minated a controverſy, which for ſome years had 
agitated the religious world. For this purpoſe 
the famous Goa of Dort was held, 1618, and a 
Curious account of its proceedings may be ſeen in 
a ſeries of letters written by the ever memorable 
John Hales, who was preſent on the occaſion. 
This ſynod was ſucceeded by a very ſeyere and 

8 e „ 
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; aumeful perſecution of the Arminians. The re- 
ſpectable Barnevelt loſt his head on a ſcaffold, and : 
the learned Grotius, being condemned to perpetual | 
1 impriſonment, fled and took refuge in France. The | 
| Mtorm, however, ſome time after abated, and Epiſco- - 
| pius, an Arminian miniſter, opened a ſeminary.in 
| Amſterdam, which produced ſome able divines 
; and excellent ſcholars. The Arminians are ſome- 
| times called the Remonftrants, becauſe they, in 1611, 
preſented! a remonſtrance to the States General, 
wherein they pathetically ſtate their grievances, 
and pray for relief. See an intereſting work, en- 
tiitled, an Abridgement of Gerard Brandt's H iſtory 
of the Reformation in the Low Countries, 2 vol. 
© Vvo. 

"The Backerian ſtrikes- into 2 middle . be⸗ 
teen Arminianiſm and Calviniſm, and thus en- 


deavours to unite both ſchemes. With the Calvi- 


niſt, he profeſſes to believe that a certain number, 
determined upon in the divine councils, will be 

| Infallibly ſaved; and with the Arminian he joins 
zn rejecting the doctrine of reprobation as abſurd 
and impieus ; admits that Chriſt, in a certain ſenſe, 
died far all, and fuppoſes that ſuch a portion oF 
grace is allotted" to every man, as renders it his 
wn fault if he doth not attain to eternal Tife. This 
conciliatory Fer was * * famous 


Mon- 


x (39) 
nonconformiſt, Richard Baxter, who lived in the 
laſt century, and who was equally celebrated fr 
the acuteneſs of his controverſial talents and the 
utility of his practical writings. Hence came the 
term Baxterians, among whom are generally ranked 
both Watts and Doddridge. In the feale of reli 
gious ſentiment Baxterianiſm ſeems to be with 
reſpect to the ſubject of the divine favour, what 
Arianiſm is, with reſpect to the perſon of Chriſt- 
It appears to have been conſidered by ſome pious: 

<rſons as a ſafe middle way, between what _ 

imagined to be two extremes. 5 
be Antinomian: derives his name Gains! ww! 7 


Greek words avrs againſt, and ve 2 law; tis 
favourite tenet being, that the law is not a rule 
of life to believers. It is not eaſy to aſcertaim 
what he means by this poſition. But he ſeems to 
carry the doctrine of the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and: of ſal vation by faith without works, 


to fuch lengths as to injure, if not wholly deſtroy 
the very Wee to moral obedience. Antind- 


* » Forthe Jartjoutar detail ener the Catvinitticund Arad 


nn ſee a brief but uſeful hiſtory of che Chriſtian church, 


= in 2 vol. by Dr. Gregory. The beſt and ampleſt eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
12 Moſhelm"s, in 6 vol. tranſlated from the Latin into Engliſ by 


Dr. deer enriched it unh af s- 1 


2 I 2 6 mianiſin 


1 NN 
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mianiſm may be traced to the period of the re- 
Formation, and its founder was John Agricola, 
originally a diſciple of Luther. The Papiſts, in 


their diſputes with the Proteſtants of that day, Car- 


ried the merit of good works to an extravagant 
length, and this induced fome of their opponents to 
run into the oppoſite extreme. The late Reverend 


Mr. Fletcher, Vicar of Madeley, in Shropſfiire, 


| publiſhed Four Checks to Antinomianiſm, which : 
| have been much read and greatly admired. The 

term Anlinomiun has been frequently fixed on per- 
- ſons by way of reproach, and therefore many who 

'have been branded with this name have repelled 

* the charge. But Dr. Criſp, in his writings, and 

BY . a few other divines of a ſimilar caſt, Row frogs 

: S tend this TOY of doctrine. . 


<<, 
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III. 


* 0pmrons AESFECTING. CHURCH GOVERNMENT; 
AND THE ADMINIS TRAFION OF CEREMONIES. | 


Tu E Papiſts are ſo ne from their 
leading tenet the infallibility and ſuprema- 
&y of the Pope (in the Latin, Papa, ſignifying 


father) which they ſtrenuouſly maintain. By the 
' infallibility of the Pope is underſtood that the 
DOOR wn nds : Pope 


1 ſome time diminiſhing, and the Roman Catholies 


ES 
| Pope cannot err in eccleſiaſtical matters, 2 by. 
| his ſupremacy is meant his authority over all the: 


churches, and ſometimes over all the princes f 
the earth. This enormous power has been for 


at preſent are much divided on the ſubject. ' Some: 
allow the Pope's infallibility and ſupremacy in 
their full extent, others acknowledge them in. 
part, and a third. wholly 3 them. The let-— 
ters of Pope Ganganelli (who was called the Pre- 
teſtant Pope) are curious, and contain paſſages 
Huſtrative of this ſubject. Father OLearys. 
tracts alſo+ may be conſulted, who had a diſpute 
on Popery with the Reverend John Welley. They 
alſo. profeſs to believe, . In ſeven ſacraments — 
baptiſm, confirmation, the euchariſt,, penanee,. ex 
treme unction, or the ancinting. the ſick in * 
proſpect of death, orders, and matrithony.. With. 
pe to the Euchariſt, or Lord's Supper, 
hold the (doctrine of tranſubſtantiatz on, a 
nat the bread. and wine are changed into the 

body and blood of Chriſt ;. the paying divine 
worſhip to the hoſt or conſecrated wafer, and the- 
: allowing communion only in one kind, via. bread: 
to the laity. 2. In works. of ſupererogation, or 
that the good works of. ſaints are meritoriouũs 
<nough to . In. 

| | Ez N he 
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1 4. In che worſhip * 
images and facred relics. And, 5. In the celebra- 
tion of divine ſervice in an unknown tongue. 
Many, however, of the adherents of Popery, in 
the preſent day, reject ſome of the above tenets, 
and more eſpecially renouncing the ſupremacy of 
the Pope, diſtinguiſh themſelves by the name of 
Catbolies, and ſometimes of Catholic Diſſentors. 
The publications of Dr. Geddes, ſo far as they re- 
late to the ſubject, are worthy: of attention. He is 


| aliberal and learned prieſt. among this claſs of the 


Roman Catholics, and is engaged in a tranſlation 
1 the Bible under the patronage of Lord Petre. 
Among the Roman Catholics there are to be 
Fa: found ſeveral. monaſtic. orders, ſuch as the Au- 
- guſting, the Benedictines, the Carmelites, the Do- 
minicans, the Franciſcans, &c. and alſo a 2 
;of ſects, ſuch as the Jeſuits, the Janſeniſts, the 
M.auliniſts, and others, ſome of whom were ſects 
of conſiderable celebrity. The celebrated Pa . 
in his Provincial Letters, aimed an effective blow 
1 che order of the Jeſuits, and it was aboli | 
| in France in 1762, on the ſuppoſition that they | 
* adopted practices which were inimical to the wel- 
| are of their country. In the council of Frent, 
held 1549, the tenets of the Papiſts were reduced 


| Anto one compact ſtandard, and the ſummary of Po- 
. GE 5 - | | pery 


| 77 43 F 5 
| pery, . in Pope Pius“ 8 creed, cs 10 1 


ſubſtance of the decrees and canons. of this coun» - | 


ik. The creed is divided into 24 articles. The 
firſt twelve are expreſſed in the very words * 
the creed called the Nicene, and the rema 4 
twelve are new articles, truly Romiſh. See Bur- 1 
roughs's View of Popery, taken from the Creed of 

Pope Pius the 14th, 1935. Father Paul of Venice 
has immortalized himſelf by a faithful hiſtory of 
the council of Trent, and though himſelf a Papiſt, 
yet he has expoſed with freedom the n by 
| which this council was conducted. 


arfacute Jeſuit, and Boſſuet, the biſkop of Meux, 1 
are the two moſt celebrated defenders of Popery, .' 
They had alfo amongſt them ſeveral eloquent 
preachers; and the ſermons of Maſſilon, Bourda- 
loue and F lechier, are eſteemed models of pulpit. 

eloquence. In this country ſeveral penal laws. 
were in force againſt the Roman Catholics, but 
moſt of them were repealed in the courſe of the 


preſent rei gn. It was an oppoſition to the repeal | 


of theſe laws that occaſioned the diſgraceful riots, 
which, in the year 1780, threatened the 3 3 1 
of the metropolis. 1 

Here the account of Popery ſhould have RY 4 
had not their doctrine of Indulgences deſerved 
TW; explication. The hiſtory and form * 4 
tleſe 


4K 64 
. Khefe indulgences are given us by that eminent 
Hiſtorian Dr. Robertſon, in his hiſtory of Charles 
me Fifth, and are here tranſcribed for the inſtruc- 
| Hon and entertainment of the reader. * According 
0 che doctrine of the Rotniſh church, all the good 
Works of the faints, over and above thoſe which 
were neceffary towards their own juſtification, are 
Aepoſited together, with the infinite merits of Je- 
ius Chriſt, in one inexhauſftible- treaſury. The 
*  ckeys of this were'cotmnitted to St. Peter, and to 
his ſueceſſors the Popes, who may open it at plea- 
| Fare, and by transferring a portion of this ſuper- 
abundant merit to any particular perſon for a ſum 
f money, may convey to him either the pardon 
| of his own fins, or a releaſe for any one in whom 
de is intereſted, from the pains of purgatory, which 
indulgences were firſt invented in the 11th cen- 
tury by Urban the ſecond, as a recompence for 
*thoſe who went in perſon upon the meritorious 
enterpriſe (commonly called the Cruſades) of con- 
> *quering the holy land. They were afterwards 
granted to thoſe who hired a ſoldier for that pur- 
"poſe, and i in proceſs of time were beſtowed on 
fſuch as gave money for accompliſhing any 
© pious work enjoined by the Pope. Julius the and 


| 12 beſtowed indulgences on all who contributed 
3 * the church of St. Peter at Rome, 
and. 
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and as Leo the * was carrying on that magni. | 
ficent and expenſive fabric, his grant. was founded 
on the ſame pretence.? | 

I be following is the form of theſe 1 e 8 
„ May our Lord Jeſus Chriſt have mercy upon 
| thee and abſolve thee by the merits of his moſt holy 
paſſion. And I, by his authority, that of his bleſſed | 
apoſtles Peter and Paul, and of the moſt holy Pope, 
granted and committed to me in theſe. parts, od 
abſolve thee, firſt from all eccleſiaſtical cenſuress, 
in whatever manner they have been incurred, and 
then from all thy ſins, tranſgreſſions and exceſſes, 
ho enormous ſoever they be, even from ſuch as are 
reſerved for the cognizance of the holy ſee, and as far 
as the keys of the holy church extend, I remit to vou 
all puniſhment which you deſerve in purgatory on 
their account, and I reſtore you to the holy ſacra= 
ments of the church, to the unity of the faithful, 4 
and to that i innocence and purity which you 2 


ſeſſed at baptiſm, ſo that when you die, the ga 
of puniſhment ſhall be ſhut, and the gates of 
paradiſe of delight ſhall be opened; and if ou 
| ſhall not die at preſent, this grace ſhall remain 
in full force when vou are at the point of death. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghoſt.” 
This was the form of abſolution uſed 15 Tet: 
zel, a Dominican friar, who i in the I6th century 
was 


a6 


—_— appointed to felt theſe indulgences in Ger- 
many, which eventually MR about the re- 


formation. 


The Greek or Rufsian Church, which now ſpreads 


'  Stſelf over the eaſtern parts of Europe, is very an- 


Dient, and bears a conſiderable reſemblance to the 
Church of Rome. Denying, however, the infalli- 
| bility and fupremacy of the Pope, they are in 
_- Communion with the Patriarch of Conſtantinople. 

+ Amongſt other articles of belief, they are diſtin- 
- wuiſhed for -theſe three : 1. The rejection of im- 
ages; 2. The doftrine of conſubſtantiation, or the 
union of the body of Chrift, with the ſacramental 
2 dlement: 2. The adminiſtration of * by 


| Aer the whole body in water. 


The Ruſſtan, or Greek church, an the 
. Tata church in ceremonies and fuperſtitious cuf- 
| toms; ſome of which are thus deſcribed in Chan- 
| Treay's Travels into Ruffia, juſt publifhed.— 
* At the beginning of the year, the king's day 
is a ſingular feſtival, which the Ruffians call the 
benediction of waters. On the Neva, then frozen, 
chere is raiſed for this ceremony, a kind of tem- 


3 ple, of -an octagonal figure, on the top of which 


is a St. John the Baptiſt, and the inſide is decorated 


with pictures, repreſenting the baptiſn of Jeſus, 


E dis a 1708 n "other parts of "he. 


Rh). 


life. There your attention is drawn to an enor-- 
mous Holy Ghoſt, appearing to deſcend. from hea- 
ven, a decoration common to all the eee 
churches, which introduce the Holy Ghoſt every 
Where. In the middle of the ſanctuary, is a ſquare: 
ſpace, where the broken ice leaves a communi- 
cation with the waters running below, and d . 
is ornamented with rich tapeſtry. Around this, 
temple there is erected a kind of gallery, which 
communicates with one of the windows of the 
imperial palace, at which the empreſs, and her fa- 
mily come out to attend the ceremony, which be- 

gins as ſoon as the regiments, of guards have taken. 

poſt on the river. Then the archbiſhop, at the. 
ſound of the bells, and of the artillery. of the 
Fortreſs, comes out of the palace, and walks 
in proceſſion, with all his clergy, to the little 
temple we have juſt mentioned. When arrived 
at the place where the ice is broken, he deſcends, 
by means of a ladder, to the fide of the water. 
There he dips his Bien three or four times, afſter- 
wards ſays ſome prayers, an oriſon to the great 
St. Nicholas, and the waters are then thought 
bleſſed. The prelate ſprinkles the water on the 
company around him, and on the. colours. of all- 
the regiments that happen to be at St. Peter- 
burg. Aer this 3 the ONO re- 

| te OS | tires; 
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tires; then the people crowd ainſi the hole, by 

which this prelate has bleſſed the waters. They 
drink of them with a holy avidity. Notwithſtand- 
ing the cold, the mothers plunge their infants, and 
the old men their heads, into them. Every body 
makes it a duty to carry away ſome for the puri- 
.-  fication*of their houſes, and curing certain diſtem- 

pers, againſt which the good Ruſſians pretend this 

holy water is a powerful ſpecific. While every one 
proceeds to this uſeful proviſion, four popes, who 
are at the four corners of the ſanctuary, ſing a 
Find of litany, in which they rehearſe all the ti- 
tles of the empreſs, and to which the people an- 
ſwer by theſe words; Pameloi-Bog— —May God 
eee 2 os 

« The Ruſſians have a great number of abſti- 
bencies, or faſts, and among the reſt four lents.“ 
* The Greek prieſts have much more rever- 
ence and meditation in their way of going through 
divine ſervice, than the Latin prieſts; and the diſ- 
cipline of their church directs, that when once a 
prieſt is at the altar, he muſt not remove from it 
- during the time he ought to ſtand there, whatever 
may happen him. For inſtance: we were told, 
chat the prelate Gabriel, at preſent metropolitan of . 
Novogorod, and archimandrite to St. Alexander 


8 528755 8 88 one day engaged in ſaying maſs at- - 
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| 8 t. e che houſe contiguous 7% — 
took fire, and the flames reaching the ſteeple, 


Gabriel was warned of the danger he was in, and 
yet he ſtirred not, even although he was told a 


ſecond time, that the bells would not be long. in 
bruiſing him to atoms. As the cries of the mul- 


titude, conjuring him to remove from» certain : 


ca 


in Robinſon's Eccleſi aftical Reſearches.” ; 2 
Under the appellation of Proteſtants, we in- 


death, made no impreſſion on him, one of his re- 
lations leaped towards the altar, and tore him 
from it Scarcely was he twenty paces from it, 

when the ſteeple fell i in with a N craſh —_— * 


ſanctuary. 5 
Efforts how been made to "FI the GH bye to 


the reformed church, but hitherto they have failed A 


of ſucceſs. The Rev. Dr. John King publiſhed 
an account of the doctrine, worſhip aid” diſei- 5 


pline of the Greek church in Ruſſia. There are 3 
ſeveral curious particulars to be found in che 


Ruſtian Catechiſm, compoſed by the Czar, and 
which was publiſhed in London 1725, and alſo. 


2 


clus all who difſent from Popery, in whatever 
country they reſide, or into whatever ſects they 
have been ſince diſtributed. Abroad they are di- 


* vided i into two ſorts, the Luther ans, who adhere to 
- Luther's tenets; and the Reformed, Who follow 


: 9 
——_—. * 


| | | the diſcipline of 8 They were called Pro- 
teſtants, becauſe in 1529, they protefied againſt a 
decree of the emperor Charles the Fifth, and 


declared, that they appealed to a general . 


At preſent, this vaſt claſs comprehends thoſe whom 
ö Papiſts uſed contemptuouſly to ſtile Hugin in 
| France z. the Refugees in Holland, who fled thither 
| upon the revocation, of the edict of Nantz, 1684; 
the Pre eſoyterians, in Scotland; the Epiſcopalians ; 


and Nonconformifts in England ; together with a 
Numerous body of Chriſtians in America. 

As the Prateflams originated at the Reforma- 
tion, it will be proper to give a brief account 
of this illuſtrious period of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory. 


For the three firſt centuries the religion of 
| Jeſus Chriſt ſtood on its own baſis, 'was ra- 


pidly propagated among Jews and Gentiles, and 


Juffered very ſevere perſecutions from the Roman 
. emperors. On the commencement of the 4th cen- 


tury, Conſtantine became a convert to Chriſtianity, 


and incorporated it with the ſtate. It was not tilt 
the 5th. or near the 6th century, that the biſhop | 


="; Rome arrogantly aſſumed an illegal ſupremacy 
aver his fellow paſtors, and in proceſs of time aimed 


| at the ſecular government of princes as well as 


. Subjects. Though ſeveral emperors embraced 
1 . defended Chi e i 5 N 15 


4. | 


e 


i of the Kouiin empire was 2 ferious n to 4 
the riſing - preachers of the newly eſtabliſhed re- 


 Tigion. "Thoſe accompliſhments which. adorned 


the conqueſts of the Romans, and the perfection 
of ſcience, which had dignified their ſtate in ſuch | ö 
extent, were gradually {ſwept away by the bar- z 

barous nations which defeated them, and the cloſe: | 


ol the 6th century could not trace a veſtige of that 


exalted nation's government or it's laws. . Bo-- I 
| _ tween 4 and 500 years was the glorious luminary 


of the goſpel eclipſed by the diſmal return of ig- 


norance and of ſuperſtitions To theſe dark ages q 
(as they are by ſome juſtly termed, and 'by others 


called the night of time,) is to be attributed the 


doctrine of indulgences „ partial abſolution, tran- 1 
ſubſtantiation, the creation and worſhip of faints, 4 


purgatory, monaſtic ſecluſion, &c. So fwift was 


the extinction of knowledge, and its revival ſo 3 


impeded, that perſons of the greateſt eminence 


in point of ſtation could ſcarcely read or write. | 
The clergy themſelves, who engroſſed what little | 
' ſcience was remaining, could ſcarcely tranſlate the 3 


Liturgy, and when ordained, ' were expreſsly ob- 


liged to affirm that they could read the. N 2 | 


AE 2 orgs and explain chem.“ 15 


\ 


The Craſades n ly called the boly wwars, were 3 1 
undertaken by the Papiſts to drive the Turks from Paleſtine, or the 
| > By of Wa : 


( 52. ) 
nde f was effected ; in = 16th 
century, by the pious labours and unwearied ſtu- 


dies of thoſe bright characters Eraſmus, Luther, 


Huf, Jerome of Prague, &c. and as it ſhould ſeem 
the particular act of Providence to facilitate their 
labours, and extend their influence, we ind but 
Half a century beſore the days of LUTHER the ſeience 
of printing was diſcovered, and not long before 


ne" of the making of paper.” 


land of 1 5 and thus to reſcue the holy "ISS, out of the = 
bande of Infidels. There were eicht of theſe cruſades, the firſt in 
26 year 1096, the laft in 1270, aſſiſted by Prince Edward, aſter- 
Wards Edward 1ſt, King of England. The number of lives loſt in 
theſe Quizotic expeditions is incredible, and it will remain to future 
"ages a matter of aſtoniſhment, how epthufiaſm and ſuperſtition could 
10 completely infatuate the human mind, An account of the Cruſades 
is given in Robertſon's Charles the Fifth, and in Hume*s Hiſtory 
of England. 
he Inquiſition was a plat eredted by the Popes fir the exami- 
* nation and puniſhment of heretics. It was founded i in the 12th cen- 
3 tury by Father Dominic and his followers, who were ſeat by Pope In- 
naocent the Third, to enquire into the number and quality of heretics, 
and then to ſend an account to Rome. Hence they were termed 
I Fnquiſetors, | and their court the Inquiſition. This infernal court was 
| eftabliſhed in all Raly, and the dominions of Spain, except Naples 
- and the Low Countries. Its cruelties were ſhocking beyond deſcrip- 
tian, and were only one half of the bloody tale true, yet even then 
there is ſufficient to freeze you with horror. See Dr. Chandler's' 
Hiſtory of the Inquiſition, which is full of intereſting information 
3 * F | 95 
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This indefatigable reformer, rite tho way 9 3 
| ſomewhat cleared for him by Eraſmus, had the 


happineſs to diſcover a copy of the Bible in the 


neglected library of his monaſtery. From ſo va- 
luable a diſcovery the talents and application of 


this great man were called forth into more than 


ordinary exerciſe: and he quickly drew aſide the 
veil which had concealed the rooted errors | 
abominations of prieſthood, and expoſed the craft 


and artifice which had deluded the diſciples, ant 
diſgraced the doctrine of the croſs. Unawed by 
perſecution, he proceeded coolly to examine int 
the ſeveral pretenſions and inventions of the 
church of Rome, and overthrew them. He aſ- 


ferted and proved, that monaſtic retirement, if 
not contrary to, was no where required by the 
laws of God: and propoſed to the Elector of 


Saxony, by whoſe permiſſion he reformed the feve- | 
ral churches within his dominions, to expel all 
abbots and monks, and to convert the convents 

of mendicant friars into publie ſchools and: hoſs | 
pitals. He proceeded: to expoſe all the abſurdi- 


ties and ſuperſtitions of the Romiſh church, and 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee his cauſe provi” ug 
vg s * . | 
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» PIR Luther's life (ſays Biikop Atterbury, in his epiſtolary _ | 
correſpondence). was a continual war fare; he was engaged againſt 
; . | ; . 50 2 the 4 ol 


=_ * * 45 8 } 
| Dr. Robertſon allo ren Et was Ga 


3 ; Kues ſcemingly fortuitous, and from a ſource. 


very inconſiderable, that all the mighty effects of 


the reformation flowed. Leo the Tenth, when raiſed 


to the papal. throne, found the revenues of the 


church exhauſted by the vaſt projects of his two 


ous predeceſſors, Alexander the Sixth, and 


the united forces of the papal world, and he ſtood the woch of —ꝗ— 
- bravely, both with courage and ſucceſs. He was a man certainly of 
Mh endownieacs of mind, and-great virtues: He had a vaſt under- 
Randing, which raiſed him up to a pitch of learning unknown to 


the age in which he lived 3 his knowledge in ſcripture was admir- 
able, his elocution manly, and his way of reaſoning with all the 


ſubtilty that thoſe plain truths he delivered would bear; his thoughts 
Were bent always on great deſigns, and he had a reſolution fitted to 


; 25 1 with them 5 the aſſurance of his mind was not to be 


ken or ſurprized, and his ſelf poſſeſſbon before the diet of Worms, 
was ſuch as might have become the days of the apoſtles, His life 
was holy, and when he had leifure for retirement ſevere : his vir- 
wes agtive chiefly, not thoſe lazy ſullen ones of the cloyſter. He 

| haz no ambition but in the ſervice of God: for other things neither 
| his enjoyment or. wiſhes ever went hi gher than the bare convenĩences 
3 of f Iiving. He was of a temper particularly averſe to covetouſneſs, 
1 er any baſe fin, and charitable even to 2 fault, without reſpect to his 
| own occaſions. If among this crowd cf virtues a failing crept in, we 
| muſt remember that an apoſtle himſelf. had not been irreprovable ; 


ö - | 4 the body of his doctrine ane fla js to be ſeen; yet the greateſt ; 
© - Lghts of the church, and i in the pureſt times of f it, were, we. know, 


5 not exact in all their opinions. Upon the whole we have certainly 
great reaſon to break out in the phraſe of the prophet and ſay, How 
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5 Julius the foand, His own temper, naturally liberal - 
and enterprizing, rendered him incapable. of that 
| ſevere and patient economy which the. ſituation 


of his finances required. On, the contrary, his 
ſchemes for aggrandizing the family of Medici, 
his love of ſplendor, his taſte for pleaſure, and his 
magnificence in rewarding men of genius, in- 
volved him daily in new expences; in order to 
prov ide a fund for which he tried every devico 
that the fertile invention of prieſts had fallen up: 
on to drain the credulous multitude. . Among 
others he had recourſe to a ſale of indulgenees: - 
The right of promulgating theſe indulgences in 
Germany, together with a ſhare in the profits ariſe 
ing from the ſale of them, was granted to Akan, | 
Elector of Meta, and archbiſhop of Magdeburg, 
who, as his chief agent for retailing them in Sa- 
ony, employed Tetzel, a Dominican friar, of li- 
centious morals, but of an active ſpirit, and re- 
markable for his noiſy and popular eloquence. 
He, aſſiſted by the monks of bis order, executed 
the commiſſion with great zeal and ſucceſs, but 
with little diſcretion. or decency, and though hy 
magnifying, exceſſively the benefit of their indul- 

gences, and by diſpoſing of them at a very low 

price, they carried on for ſome time an extenſiue 
and Wee traffic. amen the credulous multi- 
. 5 Ws. 
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be . their eee as well | 
as the irregularities in their conduct, came at laſt 


0 give general offence. The princes and nobles 
were irritated at ſeeing their vaſſals drained of fo 
much wealth, in order to repleniſh the treaſury of = 
a a profuſe Pontiff. Men of piety regretted the de:. 
|  Juſion of the people, who, being taught'to rely for 
- the pardon of their fins on the indulgences which 
they purchaſed, did not think it incumbent on 


tem either to abound in faith or to pradtiſe holinefs. 
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Even the moſt unthinking were ſhocked at the 


| ſcandalous behaviour of Tetzel and his aſſociates, 
| who often ſquandered in drunkenneſs, gaming, 
and low debauchery, thoſe ſums which were pi- 
_ ouſly beſtowed, in hopes of obtaining eternal hap- 
pineſs; and all began to wiſh that ſome check 
were given to this commerce, no leſs detrimental 2 
to ſociety than deſtructive to religion. 
The corrupt ſtate of the church prior to the 
reformation is acknowledged by an author who 


was both abundantly able to Judge concerning this 
matter, and who was not over forward to confeſs 


u. For fome years (fays Bellarmine) before 
| the Lutheran and Calviniſtic hereſies were pub- 
ihed, chere was not (as cotemporary authors teſti- 
* 2 any ſeverity in eecleſiaſtical judicatories, any 

75, 26g with __ to * any nen : 
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of ſacred literature, any reverence for eie 
things, therę was not almoſt any religion remain- 
ing.“ Such a remarkable confeſſion made by the 
avowed cham pion. of popery, ſhould not paſs un- 
noticed by Proteſtants; and before the enemies |} 
Proteſtantiſm inveigh againſt the reformation, let 
' them conſider its abſolute neceſſity, and contem- 
plate the innumerable. yg. with * E 
was attended.“ „ 1 
Chillingworkh, Aeg himſelf to a + Danſk 2 
writer, ſpeaks of the religion of. Proigſtanis in the 
following terms, worthy to be inſcribed in letters 
af gold. Know then, Sir, ann : 


Air of Proteflantvis i in pri 


1 The proſezing fp ie of the Romiſh religion is proverbial The 
above account of the Reformation is therefore delignedto counteracæ 


the ſpread.of Popery, which no doubt ſome of-the French prieſts 74 


axe attempting, who have of late been ſo plentifully imported into 
this country. No one pities their exiled ſituation more than the 
writer of this Sketch, but he ſhould be forry if (like Dr, Horſley), . | 
his commiſeration ſhould get the better of his Proteſtantiſm, and in». || 
duce him to ſeem to approve of a religion {which to ſay the leaſt) is 
certainly in the opinion of all Proteſtants the groſſeſt corruption of 
Chriſtianity. The Roman Catholics in England, however, are in 
general more intelligent and liberal than they were in former days. 
| Many of them, like Dr. Geddes and Mr. Berrington, both prieſts of 
that perſuaſion, are poſſeſſed of a degree of knowledge, and inſpired. 
with A OO of candor 885 moderation  vnkaown to their an 


ceſtors. * ' S 2 17 * 2 
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bebbre yours, as on the one fide I $1 not under- 


ſtand by your religion the doctrine of Bellarmine 
or Baronius, or any other private man amongſt 
© you, nor the doctrine of the Sorbonne, or of he 
Jeſuits, or of the Dominicans, or of any other 
 particulat company among you, but that wherein 
vou all agree, or profeſs to agree, The dofrine of 


X - the council of Trent: So accordingly on the other 


. fide by the religion of Proteſtants, I do not under- 


"> ſtand the doctrine of Luther, or Culvin, , or Me- 


Lunctbon, nor the confeſſion of Auguſta, or Geneva, nor 
"the Catechiſm of Heidelberg, nor the artieles of the 


Church of England, no, nor the harmony Pro- 
"teftant confe ffions ; but that wherein they all agree, 


and which they all ſubſcribe with a greater har- 
mony, as a perfect rule of faith and action, that 


* THE BIBLE. The Bible, I ſay the Bible only 
is the religion of Proteſtants. Whatſoever elſe they 


believe beſides it, and the plain, irrefragable indu- 
bitable conſequences of it, well may they hold it 
as a matter of opinion; but as a matter of faith 


: 1705 religion, neither ean they with coherence to 


— their own grounds believe it themſelves, nor re- 


quite belief of it of others, without moſt high 
| and moſt ſchiſmatical preſumption. I for my part, 
. "after a long and (as I verily believe and hope) im : 
partial ſearch of the true way to eternal happineſs, 
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do 3 2 that I cannot find any ed . 
the ſole of my foot, but upon this ROCK. only. 
I I fee plainly, and with my own eyes, that there 
are Popes againſt Popes, and councils againſt coun- 
cils, ſome fathers againſt other fathers, the ſame 
fathers againſt themſelves; a conſent of fathers of 
one age againſt a conſent of fathers of another 
age: traditive interpretation of ſeripture are pre- : 
tended, but there are few or none to be found: 
no tradition but that of ſcripture can derive itſelf 
from the fountain, but may be plainly proved ei- 
ther to have been brought in, in ſuch an age after [2 
Chrift, or that in ſuch an age it was not in. In 
a word there is no ſufficient certainty but of ſerip- 
ture only for any conſidering man to build upon. 
This therefore, and this only, I have reaſon to 
believe. This I will profeſs: accarding to this, ; 
.Þ will live; and for this if there be occaſion I will 
not only willingly but even gladly loſe my liſe, 
though I ſhould be ſorry chat Chriftians — : 
take it from me. g 
© Propoſe me any thing out ps this book; wy be 
require whether I believe or no, and ſeem it never 
ſo incomprehenſible to human reaſon, I will ſub-' 
ſcribe it with hand and heart, as knowing 1 no de- x 
monſtration can be ſtronger than this, God hath. 
Haid fo, therefore it is true. In other things 1 will 
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pe? OT. 
y of judging from Mm] neither 


any man take mine from me. I Will think 7 5 | 
8p 155 man the worſe man, nor the worſe Chriſtian, 1 ; 


will love no man the leſs for differing" in opi- 
nion from me. And what” meaſure I mete to 
others, I expect from theni again. I am fully afſur- 
ed that God does not, and therefore men b: not, 5 


tc require any more of any man than this: “ Ts 


Believe the Jeripture to be Ged's word ; to endeavour 


. ts find the true ſenſe of it, and to live according * 
A zo Th, <4 —— s works, fol. edit. 1742. 125 
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by the appointment of James the Firſt. According to Fuller, the 
Liſt of che tranſlators amounts to forty-ſeven. This number was 
ranged undet fix diviſions, and feveral parcels of the Bible aſſigned 


We” Every one of the company was to translate the whole parcel, 
| then they were to compare theſe together, and when any company 


bad finiſhed their part they were to communicate it to the other com- 
| panics, ſo that nothing ſhould paſs without general conſent. The, 
names of the perſons and places where they met, together with the 
© portions of ſcripture aſſigned each company, are to be found in 
- Fabiſon's biftorical acccumt of the ſeveral trarſlations of the Bible. Theſe 


good and learned men entered on their work in the ſpring gd 


three years elapſed before the translation was finiſhed. _ 
- From the mutability of language, the variation of cuſtoms, and, | 
- the progreſs of knowledge, feveral paſſages in the Bible i require to be 
- hewly translated, or to be materially corrected. Hence in the prefent 5 
age, when biblical literature has been aſſid udusly cultivated, differ- 5 
— of the ſacred volume have been transfated by very able 
a * . : . hands. 
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was bog” og divine of the Church of 1 
and lived in the reign of Charles the Firſt. In 
che earlier part of life he embraced the Romiſn 
religion, but having found, after the moſt impar- 
tial inveſtigation, that it was falſe and-incondluſives 
he returned to the communion of the Church of 
England, and vindicated the Proteſtant religiom 
in a work entitled, The Religion of Proteſt- 
ants, a Safe Way to Salvation.“ Many curieus 
particulars reſpecting Popery will be found in le 
Nomiſb Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of late years, by Ri.. 
chard Steele, Eſq NO ene. n in ples i] 
„ Hiſtory of the PR 
Tbe appellation — was ever to e ; 
French - Proteſtants in 1561. The term is (b 
ſome) ſuppoſed to be derived from a gate in Tours 2 
D Hug (ard where they” fiſt aſſembled.” Be -Þ 


<3 * CCC * . 
The ſubſtituting a,new tranglationy ef We Able zy We we! 
of che ane now in common uſe, has been much. debated. Dr. = . 
in his ingenious eſſays, together with others, argue againſt it, whi 
Dr. denen Lord Pint of f Ireland, Dr. Geddes, of the ano. 
nuously fat it. The ee Ace de PE 
deprive Deiſts of many of Weir ghertions 3 ; prevent. | Chriſtians ON... 
being misled into ſome abſurd opinions; 3. and de the means of _ 
making \ the ſcriptures n more intelligible, and conſequently more bene _ 2 
4 9 8 World in general. 1 : IF SIDING WES HE BE 23 5 5 


E words eee proteſt or. « atv " 
2 faith ; Hue nos venimus, &c. ys reign; - 
_ of: Charles the Ninth, and on the 24th of Auguſt, A 

£572, happened the maſſacre of Bartholomew, 

When 70,000 Proteſtants throughout France were 
3 ed, with circumſtances of aggravated: Crus: ; 
Þ A- It begun at Paris in the night of the faſti- 
5 val of ee ee _— e eee 
Qucen 
5 * eie 3 
II 1598 eee, is 1 — 
edift Nunex, which ſecured to his old friends the 


Proteſtants the free exerciſe of their religion. 


—— by Lewis the Fourteenth. 
Their churches ere then eraſed to the ground; 
ber perſons inſulted by the ſoldiery, and after the 
Jof innumerable lives, 50,000 valuable members 
"of faciety were driven into exile. In Holland they 
built Ceveral places of worſhip, and had amongſt 
den ſome iſtinguiſhed preachers. Among others 
were Superville, Dumont, Duboſc, and the elo- 
e Saurin, five volumes of whoſe ſelect ſer- 
-mons were tranſlated into our language by the 
1 Mr. Robinſon of n In ane of: 
. theſe 
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— following fine poſe 1 
.trophetothattyrant;Lewis the Fourteenth;by whom | 
they were driven into exile. And thou, dreadfal 
prince, whom I once honoured as my king, and 
en. 2I :yet reſpect as a ſeourge in the hand f 
Almighty: God, thou alfo- ſhalt have a part in mx 
pours wiſhes. Theſe provinces, which thou threat- 
.eneſt, but which the arm of the Lord protects 
this country, which thou filleſt with refugees, but 


fugitives animated with love; cheſe walls, -whieh 


contain a> thouſand-martyrs-of thy making, hüt 
Som religion renders victorious, all theſe; yet re- 
ſound bei dictions in thy favour... God grant, | 
'the fatal bamiage that hides che truth from thine I 
eyes may fall off l. May God forget the rivers f 
blood-with:which: thou haſt deluged the earth, and 
"Yokich:thy:reign-hath cauſedl to be ſhed May God 
blot ont of his book the injuries which theu Halt 
done us, and while he rewards the fufferers, mar 
he pardom thoſe O expoſed us to ſuffer!” O may 
Gad, who hath made thee to us, and to the whole 1 
church, a miniſter of his judgments, make thee a 
_ -diſpenſer of his nn * AJ 
 — Abe bf thu * 

About the: danse Er hes. RevdduGein, 1688 ith 2. 
were many controverſies between the Proteſtant 
and. and + Pillotfon and "ns ö 
YI | 8 2 two 


wo. elergymen of dhe Church of England, ren- 
1 „ ee Proteſtantiſm great ſervice by their writ. 
ins; and it is conjectured, were on that account, 
t elevated to the bench by King William. of im- 
mortal memory. There are alſo two excellent 
volumes of e againſt Popery, preached in 
'the early part of this century, by various diſ- 
80 \ſentipg miniſters; at Salters Hall. Burnet' s Hife 
tory of the Reformation and The Hiſtory of his Own 
1 Time, publiſhed after his death by his ſon, are 
two works which throw much light on the ſtate 
of religion in the laſt and preceding centuries among 
Papiſts, Churchmen; and Diſſenters. The merit 
of theſe publications, particularly of the latter, is 
Judieciouſſy appreciated. by Pr. Kippis, under wm | 
e Burnet, in the Biographia Britannica 
The Hpiſcrpalians in the modern e : 

hs term, belong more eſpecially to the Church of 
* and derive this title from Eprſcopus, the 
Latin word for biſhop. They inſiſt on the di- 
vine origin of their biſhops, and other church 
officers, and on the alliance. between church and 


| Nate. Rel ecting theſe ſubjects, however, War- 


burton and Hoadley, together with others of the 
learned amongſt them; have different opinions, as 
| they alſo have on their thirty-nine articles; which 
I Ar. ies in the reign nen Elizabeth. 
. 5 * | Xo ; : | They 
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; 1 85 5 
Phey are (tis Wü in a N 
dooks; and the Epifcopdl1church/in America has 
.reduced'itheir number to twenty. By ſome, theſe 
articles ane made to ſpeak the language of Cal- 
Viniſm, and by others have been interpreted in 
frrour'of Arminianiſm. The doctzines and dif- 
cipline of the church of England are nearly con- 
nected with the reformation of Luther in Ger- 

many, and alſo with the ſtate of eccleſiaſtical affairs } 


of 
£ * 
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for a conſiderable 4iins before ate mat 
commenced. . | 
Eufebius poſitively as 8 151 Chriſtianity was 
rſt introduced into South Britain by the apoſtles 4 
and their diſciples, and it is ſuppoſed that the apoſHe: 
Paul viſited: this country, whoſe zeal, diligenck, 
and fortitude, were abundant, It is 16 fild . a 
numbers of perſons profeſſed the Chriſtian fai 
here about the year 1 50, and according to Uſher, 
there was in the year 182, a ſchool of learning, 
to provide the Britiſh. churches with proper teach- 
ers. John Wickliff, educated e re 
of Edward the Third, was the firſt perſon who 
publicly queſtion oned and boldly refuted the dostrines 
of Popery. He left behind him many followers, who-. _ | 
were called #ichi;ffites-and Lollards; the latter be- 
ing a term of zreproach- taken from the Flemiſh. | 


4. 


ow” In the council of Conſtance, 141 55 t the 1 
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_=_ 7 65 1) 
and opinions of Wickliff be dies 
bab at SEAT Were 1387 bib e 
Ibis impotent rage of his enemies Parry only 
to promote the cauſe of reform. which- Wiekliff 
bad eſpouſed. It is with a view to this ſubſequent 
3 - extenſion of his doQtine that the-judicious Rapin 
| . obſerves, His aſhes were thrown into the brook 
Which runs through the town of Lutterworth, 
te brook. conveyed the aſhes to the. N W. _ 

| the Severn to the ſea.” r 
The Church of Eagland b bidke © off Am! the 
| Remich church in the time of Henry the Eighth, 
hben (as has been already related) Luther be- 
an the reformation in Germany. In earlier life, 
and during the earlier part of his reign, Henry 
s 2 ee . burnt William Tyndal, 
. Te "> F 7 6 gh gael "who 
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1 r ſt ber PR to:mention the following generous Aton of 
EE - Charles the Fifth, though he was the avowed enemy of Luther, 
| rand of the reformation which he effected. While Charles's troof a 
were quartered at.. Wirtemberg in 1547, which was one-year aſter 
# [Luthez's death, a ſoldier gave Luthex's eſbgies im the church of the 
| Lade two ſtabs with his dagger; and the Spaniards earneftly defued 
3 25 *Cthat his torab might be pulled down, and his bones dug up and 
A | burnt: but the Emperor wiſcly anſwered, 6 have nothing farther 
Ws + 7 to do wich Luther; he has henceforth” "another Judge, whoſe" jarif- 
- - giftion 1 it is not lawful for me to uſurp. Know that I mA not 
F war vic the dead but with the Living, who AU nake war with ve.” 
1 * I will * | Vo, A e 
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ao of hs Pr s ad bed Engl tran- 
- lations of the New, Teſtament, and wrote fiercely 2 
in defence of the ſeven. ſacraments againſt Luther, 
for which the Pope honoured him with the title 
of the. Defender ef the. TFuiib. This title is re- 
- tained, by the kings of England even to the pre- 
ſent. day, though they are the avowed. enemies 
of thoſe opinions, by contending for which he ac- 
quired that honourable diſtinction. Henry celine I 
out with the Pope, took the government of .ec- Þ 
cleſiaſtical affairs into his own hands, & and having 
reformed Jovi, enormous abuſes, entitled himſelf 
You ſupreme + 
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He n not therefire fer his win to de demoliſhed, a he for 
bade any attempt of that nature upon pain of death.” 5 n 
Towards the cloſe of life this great emperor retired a monaſtery, 1 
5 d! in his retirement, we are told, “ that Be was particularly curidus 
with regard to the conſtruction of clocks and watches; and having | 
Hund after repeated trials that he could not bring any two of 'them 
to go exaflly alike, he reflected, it is ſaid, with a mixture of für- 
prize as well as regret, on his own folly, in having beſtowed ſo muh 
time and labour in the more vain attempt of bringing mankind to a 
* preciſe uniformity of ſentiment concerning the intricate and myſte- 

Ber tou dockrines of religion. -- / f, 
* When the Reformation in \ Eiglind firſt oe; great ef- 
food were: made to promote the reading of the ſcripttires among the 
4 common people. Among other devices for the purpoſe, the fol- 
lowing curious one was adopted. Bonner, Biſhop of London, cauſed 
fix bibles to be chained to certain convenient places in St. Paubs 


. 8 for all chat were nnn. 3 
8 | | | a cantain 
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e head: of the thurch; The: chureh of Ev 
. 1 by the- King, who is the ſupreme 
Heath; by two archbiſteps, and by 24-biſhops 
The 'benefices-of the biſhops wert converted Sy 
_ -William the Conqueror into temporal baronies, 
that every prelate has a ſeat and wie n ihe 
| Houſe of Peers. Dr. Benjamin Hoadley, however, 

In a ſermon preached from this text, any 'kingdom 
* 3s not of this worla, inſiſted that the elergy had no 

f Pretenſions to temporal juriſdictions, Which gave 
"iſe to various publications, termed by way df 
| "Eminence the Bangorian Controverſy, for Hoad- 
ey was then biſhop of Bangor. There is a bi- 
| ſhop of Sodor and Man, . who has no ſeat in the 
Houſe of Penny and a late n of * 2s 


"2 3 6 upon the — 5 to. which 
e Hibles were chained, to this tenor; That whoſoever came 
here to read ſhould prepare himſelf to be edified, and made the better 
themby; that he bring with him diſcretion, honeſt intent, charity, 
neverenee und quiet behaviour z that there ſhould no ſuch number meet 
together there as to make a multitude z that no ſuch 'expolition be 
ale thereupon but what is declared in the book itſelf; that it be 
not read with noife in time of divine ſervice, or that any diſputa- 
_ .tiop or contention; be uſed about it; that in caſe they continued 
5 -their former miſdehaviour, and refuſed to comply with theſe direg- 


|  _tinns; che king would be forced. againſt his will to remove the occa- 
an, and take the bible out of the church.” —Sce Johnſon's Hiſto- 


ical; Acrount of the ſeveral Englith Tranſlations of the Bible, ande. 
n N : * 


+ 
* 
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— and learned) Droid Sed | 
death of the pedantic, and intolerant archbiſhop ' 
Laud, men of moderate principles have been raiſed 
Ito the ſee of Canterbury, and this hath tended 
not a little to the tranquility of church and ſtats 
The eftabliſhed church of Ireland is the ſame as 
the church of England, and is governed by four 
archbiſhops and 18 | biſhops... In the courſe f 
this century We e have ariſen among the 
gy reſpecting the propriety of ſubl- 
ſeribing to any human formulary of religious ſen- 
timents. An application for its removal was made 
0 Parliament in ie vy _ er clergy 1 
| nnen Teak = Howe of ee Many valid- I 


able publications appeared on dhe subject, clped> | 
ally the Confeſsional of Archdeacon Blackburn; ; 


and ſince: that. period, Dyer's Treatiſe on Sub- 
ſeription. So convinced were fome of the clergy - 


of the impropriety of ſubſcription, that the Rev. 


Mr. Theophilus | Lindſey, the Rev. Dr.:Diſney, 
and Any: others, reſigned their wine wy! mT 


eee 8 be to 3 
prong the liturgy, and ſome things which. re- 
lated to the internal government of the church _ 


0 "aka Dr. E the —_ biſhop.of 


4 


. * 


N 


„ 80 
Ae bath more lately written a letter tosche 


| archbiſhop of Canterbury, in which be argues for 
he: propriety of a more equal diſtribution of ſalary 


this plan, projedted by the worthy prelate, toge Les 


ther wich the preceding propoſals for reform by 


the authors of the Free. and Candid Diſguiſtions, 


und the Appeal ta Reaſon and Cundor, have been ſut- 
fered to ſink into oblivion. The church of Eng- 


aud has produced a ſucceſſion of eminent men. 


Annoeng its ornaments are to be reckenetd Uſher, 
Hall, Faylor, Stillingfleet, Cudworth, Wilkine, 
* Exiotfon, Cumberland, Barrow, Burnet, Pear - 
n, Hammond, Whitby, Clark, Haadley, Jortin, 
1 Decker, Horne, Loth, and Warburton. Ini the 
Appendix to Moſheims Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtony7 
* prillcbefound-a circuniftantial:accoant.of the or- 


-reſpomdence-carried:on{in_ the year rj 18, between 


Pr. Wm. Wake, archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


.certam'doctors of the Sorbonne of Paris, milackve 


to ge of union ene id OUTS ee 


In ee eee 425 rae 
tion there æxiſted a ſpecies of Epiſcopalians called 


Non: jurors, becauſe being ſtrongly attached tothe 
Stnarts, who were then driven from the throne, 


7) refuſed ton take the oath” of allegiane tothe 


2 — — — CO 


died at Rome, 1788, they complied with: the re- 


*% 2 1 


punſevick- family. But . on the doceafe of. the Pre 
3 hom. they filed Prince Ghaclesy and what 


quiſition of government; and nowy the diſtinction 


 is- aboliſhed, Hooker 's Eccleſſaſtical Polity— 
Feen nnn the. Thir- 


eee nen of 
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e 
Henry: y-the Eighth, was avid checked by 3 who \proceade#\ 


like 2-femgle fury to:re-eftabliſh, Popery- A der ſapguinary. Nix. | 


7 


5 7 virgins, 2 boys, and e infants. bse! 
death of Mays 1888, Elizabeth aſcended the throne, repeale&the-/ 


laws which had been eſtabliſhed in favour of Popery, and reſtored. 


her ſupremacy. In theſe matters ſhe. wonderfully ſucceeded, fnce.. | 


of 9400 beneficed elerzymen, about 120 only refuſed to comply 
with the reformation. - The eſtabliſhment of Pyoteſtantiſin in Eng- 
land under went various fluctuations till the glorious revolution unden 


William, in 1688, placed it on: a firm. and permanent foundation. 


The family of the Stuarts were bitter enemies to the civil and reli- 
gious liberties of their ſubjects, and violently attached to Popery. 


D#: Goldſmith tells us;' in his hiffory of England; that James the 


Second; in endeavouringto convert his ſubjects to the Popiſſi religion, 


Fs deſcended ſo low as Colonel Kirke. But that daring and un- 


principled ſoldier aſſured his majeſty. that he was pre - engaged, for 
tit if ver ne did change his religion, he had promiſed the Em. 


e eg r EE pee to ee 
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8 wary in ane wy wad Condi 10 
they were reproached with the name of Puritans. 
ly increaſ r e 5 
| day 1662, 
3 in the reign of Charles the Secon By this act 
2000 conſcientious miniſters were obliged to quit 
the eſtabliſned church, whence they. were called 
\Non-conformifis. An inſtructive and entertaining 
© abcbunt of the lives, literature, and piety of theſe 
_ good men, is to be found i in Palmer's Non- con- 
| formiſt Memorial. Their deſcendants are now 
known by the name of Proteftant Difſenters, and 
. rank under the three reſpectable denominations of 
* Preſbyterians, Independents, and Baptiſts. Of the 
1 origin and progreſs of the Diſſenters, a Full 'AC>, 
| count is contained in Mr. Neal's Hiſtory of the 
3 Puritans, an improved edition of which work is | 
_ now publiſhing by Dr. Toulmin of Taunton, who. 
popes it with notes, in which are obviated 
jections which have been made to it by 
Grey, „ Maddox, . Warburton, and others. Here 
the hiſtorian traces, es by. fp, the differences, 
an eee narratis ve is even oh the Calf: 
ee | | Which 


© 73 5 3 
which our forefathers were doomed to undergo in 
| the cauſe of religious liberty. A brief hiſtory of 
the Puritans alſo was publiſhed in 1772, of which 
the author, the Rev. Mr. J. Corniſh, will ſoon 
give an enlarged edition. Dr. Calamy's abridge- 
ment of Baxter's life is likewiſe a valuable pub 
lication on the ſubject. The principles on which 
the Diſſenters ſeparate from the church of Eng- 
land are the ſame with thoſe on which ſhe ſepa- I 
rates herſelf from the church of Rome. They " 
may be ſummarily comprehended. in theſe three. 
5 Te The right of private judgment. 2. Liberty of 
Conſcience, and 3. The perfection of ſcripture as 
2 Chriſtian's only rule of faith and practice 
The Teft 48 excludes: Diflenters from filling 55 
ublic offices, except they take the ſacrament 88 
the eſtabliſhed church, which ſome think cannot 
be conſiſtently done by any conſeientious Diſ- 2 
ſenter. Hence loud complaints have been raiſed 
reſpecting this excluſion, ſince, as members of the 
civil community, they are entitled to all the com- 
mon privileges of that community. The Teſt 
Act was originally levelled againſt the Raman C. | 
tholics. | The Difſenters have made feveral units; 
ceſsful applications for its repeal. The queſtion . 
was warmly agitated in the Houſe of C W. 
ie. a0. e ſide numerous publications, iflued | 
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e the - Teſt Act is the yas 
the eſtabliſhed church. The-principal arguments 
alledged for its repeal are, that it is a proſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper, and that to withhold civil 
rights on account Mrs WI onda} 
cies of perſecution. 

Tbe Diffenters, as e have not TAY un- 
= fruitful of great and learned men. Among their 
ornaments are to be ranked Baxter, Bates, Howe, 
Owen, Williams, Neal, Henry, Stennett, Evans, 
Sale, Foſter, Leland, Groveſnor, Watts, Lardner; 
Abernethy, Doddridge, Grove, Chandler, Gill, 
| Orton, Furneaux, Farmer, Towgood, Robinſon 

and Price. Fhough (as enemies have ſuggeſted ) 
it may happen that among Diſſenters ſufficient 
* encouragement is not given in certain caſes to 
men of talents and integrity, yet among their more 
Hderal denominations, it muſt be confefled that a 
dliſſenting miniſter may, unawed by a conclave of 
cardinals—a bench of biſhops, or a board of mi- 
/ niſters—exerciſe in its fulleſt extent the right of 

| private judgment, which is the pride and plea 
{tire of the human mind. In Peirce's Vindication 
Sf the Diſſenters, Towgood's Letters to White, 

And Palmer's Proteſtant Piſſenter's Catechiſm, are 

ſttated the grounds upon which diſſent from the 

. eſtabliſhed church is founded, 


The 4 


1 * 75 11 3 
The members of the Kirk of Scotland are 1 
| ſpeaking the only Preftyterians in Great Britain. ; 
Their mode of eccleſiaſtical government was 
brought thither from Geneva by John Knox, the L 
celebrated - Scotch reformer, and who has been 
ſtiled the apoſtle of Scotland, for the ſame reaſon 
that Luther was called the apoſtle of Germany. 
Contrary to the Epiſcopalians, the Preſbyterians 
maintain that the church ſhould be governed by 
| Preſbyteries, Synods, and General Aſſemblies. The 
title Preſbyterian comes from the -Greek word 
lpcofurep36y. which ſignifies . or elder. n 


bi 3 John —— and Martin Lakes bear 2 3 refornblates A 
td each other in their diſpoſition and manners. Providence indeed 
| ſeenis to have raiſed them up for the vaſt work of the Senna | 
which they effectel. They may be ranked among thoſe extraore 

dinary characters of whom, few ſpeak. with temper, ſome heaping 

upon them extravagant encomiums, and others loading them wich 

ſenſeleſs inveives. The dreadful news of the maſſacre of the Pro- 

teſtants at Paris is ſuppoſed to have haſtened the death of John 
Knox, who having had juſt ſtrength enough to preach againſt it, felt 
lick ſoon after, and died Nov. 24, 1572, after having fpent ſeveral | 
days inthe utmoſt devotion. He was interred at Edinburgh, ſeveral 
lords attending, and particularly-the earl of Moreton, that day choſen 
regent :+ who as foon as Knox was laid in the grave, faid, « There 
lies a man who in his life never feared the face of a man, who hath 
been ofien threatened with dag and dagger, but yet-hath ended his 
days in peace and honor. For he had God's providence watching. 
eee 8 
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che kük of Scotland there are. 15 ſynods 1 69 >, 


preſdyteries. Their doctrine is Calviniſtic, ang 


their general aſſembly is held annually in the 
month of May at Edinburgh. Dreadful ſcenes 
took place in Scotland previous to the final eſtab- 


liſkhment of Preſlzyterianim in its preſent form at 


the revolution; and its confirmation in 1706, by 
| the act of union between the two kingdoms. 
: During the commonwealth Preſbyterianiſm was 


the eſtabliſhed religion, but on the reſtoration 


Epiſcopacy was introduced in its room. 80 
averſe, however, were the Scotch to the Epiſco- 
= palians, and ſo harſh were the meaſures. of 


the Epiſcopalian party, that the whole coun- - 


27 try was thrown into confuſion. . Leighton, the 
moſt | pious and moderate prelate amongſt 
| them, difguſted with the proceedings of his 
* brethren, reſi gned bis biſhopric, and told the 
Eing, „ He would nat have a hand in ſuch op- 
preſſive meaſures, were he ſure to plant the Chriſ- 
tian religion in an infidel eountry by them; much 
leſs when they wed only to alter the form of <3 
. church govern On the other hand, Sharps | 
| - archbiſhop. of St. e adopted violent mea- 
ſures, which terminated in his death. For in 1679, 
nine ruſfians ſtopped his coach-near St. Andrew's, 


| $ ns and left his body covered with 
_ 


| Pon manner. Leightoa remotrated againſt it. *© How gan held 


* 8 L 
, 
* 
o 


thirty-two wounds. " Oni omni of this I 
unfortunate prelate, in one of the churches of * 2 
Andrew's, there is an exact repreſentation. in 
e ſculpture of this tragical event.? 

It was in theſe troubled times that the Proſe 
byterians drew up their famous ſolemn league and 
covenant, whereby they bound themſelves to effect 
the extirpation of epiſcopacy. The Scotch church, 
however, is now conſiderably improved in ſenti- 
ment and liberality, and ſome of their clerg 
ſtand foremoſt in the ſeveral departments of lite- 


N „ ir tho e E 
| Into Scothnd, Leighton was conſecrated biſhop of Dunblane. At 
ke entrance upon office he gave an early inſtance of moderation. 
Sharp, and the other biſhops, intended to enter Edinburgh in a pom- 


men, fajd Sharp, with his uſual vehemence, «c expe moderation - 
Hem ts, when they that ftrer eee, 
24d and tyrativy on others “ 4 For that very reaſon,” anfwered 1 
Leighton mildly, Denne Y 
them the difference bereuen their principles and cure.” © F 
In the diftraQed times of Cromwell this amiable man ust tp 
exhorr his patiſhioters to live together in charity, and not to trouble 
therbſelyes with religious and political diſputes, an exhortatiqn by 
no means unſultable to the preſent times. It is therefore ſaid of him, 
that when the miniſters were called over'yearly in the ſynod, it was 
commonly aſked, «< whether they had preached to the times: 
1 For God's ſake,” anſwered Leighton, © when all my brethren | 
preach to the times, ſuffer one poor prictt to preach about Ecerajry,' 
c _—_ 


lock, 2 Gerard, all” Nene 9 are 
among its principal ornaments. In a ſelection of - 
ſermons, entitled, the Scotch Preacher, will be 
bound a pleaſing ſpecimen of the pulpit compoſi- 
tions of the Scotch clergy, delivered on particu- 
| hr oceaſions in the courſe of the preſent century. 

Diſſenters from the Kirk or Church of Scot- 
| hin eall themſelves Seceders; for as the term 
- Defſenter comes from the Latin word difſentro, to 
Ufer, ſo the appellation Sereder is derived from 
another Latin word ſecedo, to ſeparate or to with- 
. from any body of men with which we may 
axe been united. The Seceders are rigid Cal. 
. auſtere in their manners, and ſevere in 
their diſeipfine. Through a difference as to civil 
matters they are broken down into Burghers and 
End Of theſ e two claſſes the latter are 
the moſt med in their ſentiments, aid aſſociate 
therefore the Teaſt with any other body of Chriſ- 
Hans. The Seceders originated. under Ralph and 
Ebenezer Erſkine, about the year 1730. There 
alſo a ſpecies of diſſenters in Scotland called tho 
Relief, whoſe onl y difference from the Scotch eſtab- 
ned church is the chooſing their, own. paſtors... 
It is worthy of obſervation,. that the Rev. George 


* Wife, in one of bis viſits to Scotland, was 
3 3 | , _— | 


| of | trial and peril. The exiſtence of civit liberty was deeply con- | 
| neſted wich the doctrines for which they contended and fought: 
While they treated with fcorn an abje& and a cruel ſuperſtition, 


GO LNPER & I theology, * Krenvous to give 8 


(9). 


Llewally: anathemized by the Seteders, becauſe he 
_ refuſed to confine. his itinerant; labors: 2vholly to 
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4 The 8 in l like that 3 in England « and 2 


| many, ſtruggled with a long feries of oppoſition, and was at length 2 
gloriouſly triumphant; © Dr. "Gilbert Stewart thereſpre; cloſes” his } 


SO eee in North Britain with the following ani» | 
mated reflections. 02.2 ESSAY 0 £757 £54 $5657) if nas CLE 1505 x. 
From the —_ and the Jaws of 01 our nature it perpetually bap- 
"pens that advantages are mixed with misfortune. The conflicts 
which led to a purer religion, while they excite under one aſpect the | 


Jivelieſt tranſports of joy, create in another a mouraful ſentiment of 


ſympathy and compaſion. Amidft the felicities which which were ob- 
tained, and the trophies which. were won, we deplore the melancholy 


ravages of the paſſions, and weep over the ruins of ancient magnifi- 


cence. But while the contentions and the ferments of men, even 


in the road to improvements and excellence, are ever deſtined to be 
polluted with miſch.ef and blood, à tribute of the higheR panegyric | 
and praiſe is yet juſtly to be paid to the actors ĩn the reformation, 
"They gave way to the movements of a liberal and a reſolkte ſpirit. 


They taught the rulers of nations that the obedierice of the fubject _ 


is the child of juſtice, and that men muſt be „rde by their opt- 
nions and their reaſon. This magnanimity is illuffrated by great 

and conſpicuous exploſts, which at the ſame time that they awaken | 
admiration, are an example to ſupport and animate virtue in the hour 


and lifted and ſublimed the dignity of man, by calling his attention 


a 


. 
7 


7 ( er 5 
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tion of Difſeaters, who have not any attachment 


to the Scotch mode of church government, any 
more than to Epiſcopacy amongſt us, and therefore 
to this body of Chriſtians the term Preſbyterian in 


its original Tenſe is very improperly applied. How 


| this miſapplication came to paſs cannot be cafily 


_ _ determined, but it has occaſioned many wrong 
- Motions, and ſhould therefore be rectified. Engliſh 


Ferres as they are called, adopt the ſame 


mode of church government with the Indepen- 
Y r 
Pbeir chief difference from the Independents is 


N e | - That they are leſs attached to Calviniſm, and od. 
5 ſequently admit a _— latitude of n 


imat. 


The benen or Cimgregationalift, au/ not 


dy ſubordination of the clergy, but alſo all 
dependency on other aſſemblies. Every congrega· 


mere eee to the political 3 of cher fate. The 


| happieft and the beſt intereſts of ſociety were the objects for which 


they buckled ob their armour, and to wiſh and to act for their dura- 
tion and ſtability, are perhaps the moſt important employments. of 
patriotifin and public affection. The reformation may ſuffer fuQu- 


tions in its forms, but for the good ; and the proſperity of mankind, 
it is to be hoped that it is never to yield and to ſobmit to the vor | 
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tion buy they) has! in itſelf what is necinah for 


its own government, and is not ſubject to other 


churches or to their deputies. Thus this inde= - 
peendency of one church with. reſpe& to another, | 
has given riſe to the appellation Independents 3 


though this mode of church government is adopted 


by the Diſſenters in general. The Independents | 


have been improperly confounded with the Brown= 
ifts, for though they may have originally ſprung 
from them, they excel them in the moderation 
of their ſentiments, and in the order of their diſ- - 


cipline. The firſt Independent or Congregationak 


Church in England, was eſtabliſhed by a Mr. 
Jacob, in the year 1616; though a Mr. Robin- 
s appears to have been the founder of this eG. 

The Brownifts, which have been juſt men- 
tioned, were the followers of Robert TO. 
a "clergyman. of the church of England, who 


 hved about 1600. He inveighed againſt the cere- 


monies ' and diſcipline of the church, ſeparated 
himſelf from her communion, and afterward re- 


turned into her boſom. | He appears to have been 


a perſecuted man, of violent paſſions. © He died 
in Northampton goal, 1670, after boaſting that 
he had been committed to thirty-two priſons," in 


fome of which, he coune eagles Ls” at nen 
an. - DE 2 af 85 


we 
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"The Bapti 555 are diſtinguiſhed, fcom other de- 
e reſpecting the made and {ubjed of 
baptiſm. . They contend that this ordinance 
fſhould be adminiſtered by immerſion only, which 
| indeed is enjoined, though not practiſed, by the 
urch of England. They, alſo aſſert, that it 
ſhould be adminiſtered to thoſe alone who pro- 
| - fels their belief in the Chriſtian religion, and their 
| determination of regulating their lives by its 
; 2: Some of the learned, however, ſuppoſe 
| the controverſy. i is not ſo properly, whether 
E infants. or adults ſhould be baptized, as whether 
| the rite ſhould be adminiſtered on the profeſſion 5 
. of our own faith, or that of anather's faith. —_— x 
-$ Letters written by the Rev, Mr. Foote, and 
addreſſed to Biſhop Hoadley. The Baptiſts are 
divided into the General, who are Arminians, and 
into. the Particular, who are Calviniſts. Some 6 i 
© & both elaſſes allow mixed communion, by which 
| is underſtood that thoſe who have not been bap- 
 tized by immerſion, on the profeſſion of their 
faith, may ſit down at the Lord's table, along 
With thoſe who have been thus baptized, - This 
has given riſe to ſome little controverſy. on the 
ſubject. Mr. Killing worth and Mr. Abraham 
Booth, have written againſt free communion, but 


* Foſter, Mr. Charles Bulkley, and the late 
Mr. 


* 


"WF 
Mf. Robioſon * 0 Cambridge, have! Sp 
ang "es * * 
dents, chreg diſtin . W b 4 
— Meſſengers, ders, and Deacons ; and their Ge- 
neral Aſſembly i is held annually i in Worſhi p-fireet, fr 
Londen, on the Wedneſday in the Whitſun- week. 
Thoſe who baptize children are called Pedobap- | 
tin a name derived from the Greek, and figni- 
fying baptizers of infants. Dr. Gale had a fa- 
mous controverſy, in the beginning of this cen- 
tury, with Dr. Wall, who defended the practice | 
of ſprinkling infants. "But there has been a more 
recent controverſy on the fubject, between Mr. 
Araki Booth, and Pr. Williams of Birming- 
ham. The late Mr. Robert Robinſon” publiſhed 
b e learned work, entitled, The Hiſtory 
of Baptiſm: The appellation Anabaptift, which 
comes from two Greek words, and ſignifies to 
re-baptize, is ſometimes applied to this denomina- 
tion 'of Chriſtians. | But this is an in unjuſt. accu. 
ad King Rae re deemed à term of reproach, — 
cght to be wholly laid aſide. Information re- 
ſpecting the Baptiſts at large, may be found in | 
Dt. WINE Annual pe inc N 
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The three ch of Proteflant Dif: 
fenters have ſeminaries of their own, where young 
men deſigned for the Chriſtian miniſtry are edu- 
| cated. Amongſt the Presbyterians are to be reck- 
oned the academies at Hackney, Northampton, 
| Mancheſter, and Swanſea, in South Wales, beſides 
fx exhibitions granted by Dr. Daniel Williams, 
to Engliſh Presbyterian ſtudents to be educated 
dat Glaſgow. Among the Independents are. to be 
| mentioned the academies at Homerton, Wrexham, 
Taunton, and Hoxton. There is alſo an academy 
of Lady Huntingdon' 85 formerly: at Trevecka, now; 
at Cheſhunt. The Baptiſts have two exhibitions, 
for ſtudents to be. educated in Scotland, given 
them by Dr., Ward of Greſham College, and 
there is an academy at Briſtol, generally known 
by the name of the Briſtol Education Society. 
Since the deceaſe of its late worthy: and liberal 
preſident Dr. Caleb Evans, it has been thought 
Proper to narrow the terms of admiſſion on ac-. 
count of religious ſentiment, ſo that it is now in 
contemplation. to form a ſimilar inſtitution among 
the General Baptiſts. In Dr. Eippis's life of Dr. 
Doddridge, prefixed 10 the ſeventh. edition of his, . 
8 Family Expoſitor, will, be found. an inſtructive 
and ſatisfactory account of the general moge af 
eee for miniſters among the MOINES 
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Mr. Palmer, ii in Fes Non-conformil memorial, 1 
ſpeaking of Dr. Daniel Williams, ſays, He 
gave the bulk of his eſtate to charitable uſes, as as 3 
excellent in their nature as various in their kinds, 7] 
and as much calculated for the glory of God, ' 
and the good of. mankind, as any that have erer 
been known. He left his library for public uſey + 
and ordered a convenient place to be. purchaſed > 
or erected, in which the books might be properly - 
diſpoſed of, and left an annuity for a librarian. 
A conmjedjons houſe was accordingly. erected in 4 
Rederoſe-ftreet, Cripplegate, where his collection” ' | 
of books is not only properly preſerved, but 1 5 1 
been gradually receiving large additions. This is wo 
alſo the place i in which the body of diſlenting mis. " 
niſters meet to tranſact their buſineſs, and is a2 q 
kind of repoſitory for paintings of non-cenformiſt 3 
miniſters, for MSS. and other matters of curi- 
"| olity or utility.” It may be added that here the oY 
births of the Diſſenters children are regiſteret. 

Near” to this ſpot alſo ftands Sion Colleges * 

founded by Dr. Thomas White, and of which a 

particular account is given in Northouck's biſtory 

of London. Here the London clergy meet to tranſ- 
act their affairs, and it is enriched with an exten- £ 


five library, and ber dents nagar e 
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1 be foregoing ſyſtematical diftribution of 
4 he ſeveral denominations, ſhall be added a few 
; ' ets which cannot be claſſed with propriety undet 
| Anyone of the three general diviſions which have 
7 5 ado pted. 6 * | 22 193 
Tie Mthedifts in this country form a large 
g bert of the c ity. About” ſixty years 
230 they ſprang up at Oxford, and di fference 
. of religious | ſentiment ſoon diſtributed them 
1 " into two parties; the one under Mr. George . 
=  Whiteheld, the other under Mr. John and Charles 
Weley. Theſe leaders were educated at Ox- 
35 La uniformly profeſſed : an attachment to the 


l . 
ere De: Priefiley und Dr. Neweombe, the 
_ gireſent worthy -primate-of Ireland. Dr. Prieftley, after Mann and 

rat here, canfines Chriſt's. mipiftry to only c year, whereas Dr. 
” Nemcambe:contends that it laſted three years, which is indeed the 
\ * commonly received opinion. A diſpute bas alſo ariſen reſpeQing the 
'  Deminiact, mentioned in the New Teftament. Some ſuppoſe that 
ches unhappy men were poſſeſſed by Downs or Devil. Whiltt others 
dontendd that they were only under the influence of natural diſeaſes, 
1 2 preciſely in the Lame condition with the madmen and efileptics of 
| - mddern times. The former is the more common opinion, but the 

Aer prevails among che learned, and is defended by the learnet” 

Jes Meds, and the Rev. Hugh Farmer, late of Walthamſtow. 

True reader may alſo conſult Dr. Diſney's Lfe of Dr. Sykes,. where a 
. entertaining analyſis is given of that liberal divine's 

eee 1 8 
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articles and duty of the: eſtabliſhed chant}; 
though they more commonly adopted the mode. of 
worſhip which prevails among the diſſenters. Upon 
| their being excluded from the pulpits in many 


churches they took to preaching i in the fields, and br | 
were attended by large audiences. In their public la. 


bors Mr. Whitefield was remarked for an engaging 
and powerful eloquence, and Mr. Weſley, both - 
in preaching and writing, poſſeſſed a neat per- 
| ſpicuous ſimplicity. Even their enemies muſk 
confeſs that they contributed in ſeveral places to 
reform the manners of the lower clafſes of the 


community. The followers of Mr. Welley (who 
died in London, 1791, aged. 88) are Arminiant, 5 
though many of his preachers incline to Baxferi- 2 

aniſm. The followers of Mr. Whitefield (who. ; 9 
died in America, 1770, aged 56). are Calvinifts, "2 


and were warmly patronized by the late. Count-- i 
| efs Dowager of Huntingdon. Both Mr. Welle 1 
and Mr. Whitefield were indefatigable in pro- 


moting their views of the Chriſtian religion | 
and it is well known. far this purpoſe went 
over ſeveral times to. America. Mr. White 


field eſtabliſhed an orphan houſe i in Georgia, for 
which he made large collections, and Which is 
now converted into a college for the education 5 
n m men ee Wahre for n iſtry. 
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The diſtinguifhing principles of Methodiſin are 
es by faith only in Jeſus Chriſt, percepti- 


ble converſion, and an aſſurance of reconciliation to 
God, which is inſeparably connected with the New 


Birth. Several perſons have written the life of Mr. 


'Wefley. One has been publiſhed by Mr. Hampſon, 


another by Dr. Whitehead, and a third by Dr. 
Coke, a Mr. Moore. Mr. Whitefield's liſe 


Was written by Dr. Gillies, a miniſter of the 


Sb eftabliſied church at Glaſgow. Mr. Weſ- 
2 tey and Mr. Whitefield publiſhed a minute ac- 


= count of their travels and itinerant Tabours, both 
* in this kingdom and America. Theſe accounts 
are entitled * Fournals, and ſerve to illuſtrate the 
© Principles and progreſs of Methodiſm. See alſo a 


$ fermion recommended by Mr. John Weſley, and 


preached by Dr. James Hamilton at Leeds, 1789, 


before the Methodiſt preachers aſſembled in con- 
| ference, and a large body of people in connec- 
tion with them. The appellation Methodiſt was 
” firſt applied to the ancient phyſicians, who prac- 
tiſed medicine by method, or regular rules, and 

was more . eſpecially given to Galen and 


his followers, in oppoſition to the practice of 


quackery or empiriciſm. But the term is now 


applied to this body. of Chriſtians, on account of 


the methodical ſtrictnoſs of their religious conduct, 
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5 and; is: by ſome indiſeriminately nne to 4A 
every one who manifeſts a more than ROY 4 
concern. for the ſalvation of mankind. £75: 209 - 2 


The Afcroniaxs are ſappoled -46/ have! with 1 
ans Nicholas Lewis, Count of Zinzenderf, a 5 
German nobleman, who died 1960. They were 


alſo called Hernhuters, from Hernhuth, the name 
of the village where they were firſt ſettled. 
The followers of Count Zinzendorf are called 4 
- Moravians, becauſe the firſt converts to his ſyſtern 
were ſome Moravian families. Tho ſociety them 


ſelves however aſſert that they are deſcended from 


the old Moravian and Bohemian brethren, whe = 
exiſted as a diſtin ſect ſixty years prior to the res 
formation. They alſo ſtile themſelves the United © 
. Brethren; and, in general, profeſs to adhere ts ; 
the Augſburgh confeſſion. of faith. "When che 


firſt reformers were. aſſembled at Augsburgh in | 


| Germany, the Proteſtant Princes employed Mee 


\, 


®. 2 Pp" 


lancthon, a divine of great learning and moder- a 


ation, to draw up a confeſſion of their faith, ex- | : 


Catholics as a regard for truth would permit. And 
this creed, from the place where it was preſented, 


is called the Confeſſion Augſburgb. It is not 
| ** to unravel the leading tenets of the Moera- 
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3 vians. Opinions and practices 1 Ava attri- 
buted to chem of an exceptionable nature, which 


dae more ſenſible of them totally difavow. They 
direct their worſhip to Jeſus Chriſt; are much at- 


| their religious ſervices; and diſcover a great pre- 
dilection for forming themſelves into claſſes, ac- 

cording to ſex, age, and character. Their foun- 
der not only diſcovered his zeal, in travelling i in 
perſon over Europe, but has taken ſpecial care 

to ſend miſſionaries into almoſt every part of the 
known world. They revive their devotion by 

ceebrating agapæ, or love feaſts, and the caſting 
of lots is uſed amongſt them to know the will of 
tze Lord. The ſole right of contracting marriage 
lues wich the Elders. In Mr. La Trobe's edition of 
= Spangenburgh's expoſition of Chriſtian doctrine, 


= their principles are detailed to a conſiderable length. 


| There is a large community of them at a village 
near Leeds, which excites the curioſity of the tra- 
© vyeller; and they have places of worſhip in various 
| parts of the kingdom. Mr. Rimius publiſhed his 
candid narrative of this people, and Biſhop Lav- 

ington (who wrote alſo againſt the Methodiſts) 
| replied in 1755, in his Moravians compared and 
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The Univerſalifts,* properly fl called, are thoſe 


who believe, that as Chriſt died for all, fo before 

he ſhall have delivered up his mediatorial kings } 
dom to the Father, all ſhall be brought to a par- 
ticipation of the benefits of his death in their rei A | 


ftoration to holineſs ank happineſs. Their defi on - 


ſeems to be to reconcile the tenets of Calviniſm "2 
and Arminianiſm, by uniting the leading doctrines 
of both, as found in the ſcriptures, from which "| 
union they think the ſentiment of univerſal reſtor- - 


ation naturally lows. They teach that the righs 


teous ſhall have part in the firſt reſurrestion, ſhall 
be bleſſed and happy with Chriſt in his millennial * 


kingdom, that over them the ſecond death ſhall 


have no power; that the wicked will receive a * : 


puniſhment apportioned to their crimes, that pu- 
niſhment itſelf is a mediatorial work, and founded 
upon mercy, conſequently that it is a mean of 
humbling, ſubduing, and finally W e 


ſinner to God. 
They add, that the words ret e 


eternal, for ever, &c. in the ſcriptures, are fre- 
queitly uſed to expreſs the duration of things 


*® For 5 chaos account of the Univerſaliſts, the 3 is what 
indebted to a miniſter of that perſuaſion ; and part of the con- 


cluding paragraph was ſent ] him by a OO mo eſpouſes the ; 


A of deſtruction. | 
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| hat have ended, and muſt end, as ks; to ex- 
Press 2 never ending duration. They contend 
therefore that the ſubject with which the words 
are connected muſt determine the ſenſe of them, 
and as there is nothing in the nature. of future 
puniſhment which can be rendered as a. reaſon 
vchy it ſhould be endleſs, they infer that the above 
| words ought always to be taken in a limited ſenſe 
4 hen connected with the infliction of miſery. 
bey fuppoſe this doctrine to be moſt conſo- 
| | pat: tothe perſections of the Deity, moſt worthy 
of the character of Chriſt, as the Mediator, and 
” the ſcriptures (ſay they) cannot be made con- 
ſiſtent with themſelves upon any. other plan. 
They teach their - followers that ardent love to 
God, and peace, meekneſs, candor, and univer- 
3 reſult of theſe 


views. 


T dis doctrine is not new. Origen, a Chriſtian 
father, who lived in the third century, wrote in 
flavour of it. The German Baptiſts, many of 
: £ them, even before the reformation, propagated it. 
| The people called Tunkers in America, deſcended 
from the German Baptiſts, moſtly hold it. And 

even in England Mr. Jeremiah White, one of the 
d ejected Non-conformiſt miniſters, wrote a book 
in defence of it in the laſt — The Che- 
1 | 1 
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valler Ramſay, i in a his elaborate work of the ho- 5 
ſophical principles of natural and revealed reli: 
gion, eſpouſes it. Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in his ſer- 
mons, ſuppoſes future puniſhment to be of limited 
duration, as does Dr. Burnet, maſter of the Charter- 
houſe, in his book on the ſtate of ſeparate ſpirits. 
But the writers of late years, who have treated 4 
moſt fully upon the ſubject, are the late Mr. Stone- 
houſe, rector of Iſlington, Dr. Chauncy, of Boſton, 
in America, and Mr. Elhanan Wincheſter. The 
writers who have of late particularly animadyerted 
upon the doctrine are, in America, Preſident Ed» 
wards, the preſent Dr. Edwards' I ſon; ; and i in 
England, Mr. Dan Taylor. 0 
' © Between the ſyſtem of reſtoration and the ca 9 
of endleſs miſery, a middle ſcheme of the final d.. 
firuftion of the wicked, has been adopted, more 
particularly by Dr. John Taylor, of Norwich, 
Mr. Bourne, of Birmingham, and Mr. Marſom, 
who has ſtrenuouſly contended for it in two ſmall 
volumes juſt publiſhed. They ſay that the ſerip- " 
ture poſitively aſſerts this doctrine of deflrudtion,, © 


that the nature of future puniſhment (which the 


ſcripture terms death) determines the meaning of. 
the words everlaſting, eternal; and for. ever, &c. as 
L denoting endleſs; duration, becauſe no law ever diu. 


Qt 9). 


T or cap inflict the 1 of death for FF ER} | 
F period; that the puniſhment cannot be corrective, | 


becauſe no man was ever put to death either to 


* convince his judgment or to reform his cenduct ; | 
; that if the wicked receive a puniſhment appor- ' 
| Honed to their crimes, their deliverance is neither 


: to be attributed to the merey of God, nor the me- 


mY N — 
> 
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Juſtice; and finally, that the mediatorial kingdom 


diation of Jeſus Chriſt, but is an act of abſolute 


of Jeſus Chriſt will never be delivered up, ſince 


| the ſcripture aſſerts, that of his kingdom there ſhall 
| be no end. Thoſe who maintain theſe ſentiments 
XX reſpeRting the deſtruction of the wicked, are ac- 
Ceuſed of eſpouſing the doctrine of annihilation; but 
tis accuſation they repel, alledging that philoſo-ꝛ 
| phically ſpeaking, there can be no annihilation, 


and that deſtruction is the expreſs phraſe uſed in 


de New Teſtament. Of Mr. Marſom's publi- 


catian there will ſoon be a ſecond edition, with 


| © additions. Theſe three ſyſtems of univerſal re- 


Heration, of endleſs miſery, and of total diſtruction, 
have given riſe to many warm controverſies, 


and the impartial reader by conſulting the above 
authors will be enabled to form his opinion on 

the puniſhment of the wicked; an article on all 
bands ſtrongly maintained, and which is an in- 


i part of the Chriſtian faith. 


The 


th3 


The Univerſaliſt have of late increaſed on- 
fiderably, both in England and in America, but 
the tenet of reſtoration is not held . by 


=y body of Chriſtians. 4 

\  Sandemanians,* a modern ſect, that ori ginated 

in Scotland about the year 1728; where it is, at 
| this time diſtinguiſhed by the name of Glaſlites, | 
after its founder, Mr. John Glas, who was a 
miniſter of the eſtabliſhed church in that king- 
dom, but being charged with a deſign of ſubvert- 
ing the national covenant, and ſapping the fours | 
dation of all national eftabliſhments, by maintain- 
ing that the kingdom of Chrift is not of this warld, 


was expelled by the ſynod from the church of -1 


Scotland. His ſentiments ate fully explained in 


a tract publiſhed at that time, intitled, .< The 1 
Teſtimony of the King of Martyrs,” and pre- 
| fervet in the firſt volume of his works. In con- 

ſequence of Mr. Glas's expulſion, his adherents * 


formed themſelves into churches, conformable in 


their inftitution and diſcipline, to what they ap- 2A 
prehended to be the plan of the firſt churches re- 
corded in the New I cftament. Soon —_ the : 5 


— ct Rc Cs 
eee . 
e Chrians, _ | I 
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- year 1755, Mr. Robert Sandeman, an 4 in 
one of theſe churches i in Scotland, publiſhed a 
| Keries of letters addreſſed to Mr. Hervey, occa- 
foned by his Theron and Aſpaſio, i in which he 
endeavours to ſhew, that bis notion of faĩth is , 
vontradictory 1 to the ſcripture account of it, and 
could only ſerve to lead men, profeſſedly holding 4 
| the doctrines called Calviniſtic, to eſtabliſh their 
dyn righteouſneſs upon their frames, feelings, and 
|  afts of faith, In theſe letters Mr. Sandeman at- 


| tempts to prove that faith is neither more nor leſs 


than a ſimple aſſent to the divine teſtimony con- 
cerning Jeſus Chrift, delivered for the offences of 
men, and raiſed again for their juſtification, as 
recofled i in the New Teſtament. He alſo main- 
tains chat che word faith or belief, is conſtantly 
* by the apoſtles to ſignify what is denoted by 
it in common diſcourſe, viz. a perſuaſion of the 
truth of any propoſition, and that there is no dif- 
ference between þelieving any common teſtimony 
ö - and believing che apoſtolic teſtimony, except that 
Which reſults from the teſtimony itſelf, and the 
divine authority on which it reſts. This led the 
Way to a controverſy among thoſe who are cal- 
led Calvinifts, concerning the nature of juſtifying 
eh, and Hoſe who adopted Mr. Sandeman's no- 
Wh are denominated Sandemani-" | 
| | | Ws: 


Ws © 1 
ins formed nne e bene ede tri | 
fellowſhip with the churches of Scotland, but 
holding no kind of communion with ether churches; 

The chief opinions and practices i in which this } 
ſect differs from other Chriſtians, are, their. weekly ” 
_ adminiſtration of he Lord's Supper 3 their loves 7} 
feaſts, of which every member is not only al- 
lowed, but-required to partake, and which conſiſt 
of their dining together at each other's houſes in 
the interval between the morning and afternoon 
ſervice. Their kiſs of charity uſed on this oc a- 
ſion, at the admiſſion of a new member, and at | 

other times when they deem it neteſſary or 
proper; their weekly collection before the Lond's 


Supper, for the ſupport of dhe poor and defray- 9 


| ing | other expences; mutual exhortation; 3 abſti- 


nence from blood and things ſtrangled; waſhing od 


each other's feet, when, as a deed of mercy, W— 2 
might be an expreſſion of love; the precept oon- 1 


cerning which, as well as other precepts, tex 


underſtand Iiterally. Community of goods; ſo 


far as that every one is to conſider, all that he : 


Has in his poſſeſſion and power liable to the calls 
of the poor and the church, and the unlawfulneſs-. 
ol laying up treaſures upon earth, by ſetting them 
apart for any diſtant, future, and uncertain uſe. 
They allow of public and private diverſions ſo far. 


<8) 
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n with circumſtances 2 
ſminful: but apprehending a lot to be ſacred, diſ- 
| approveof lotteries, playing at cards, dice, &c. 
They maintain a plurality of elders, paſtors, 
© or. biſhops, in each church, and the neceſſity of 


| the preſence of two elders, inggvery act of diſci- 
B ; pen and- at aa: adminiſtration of the Lord's 
4 1 the FAO of theſe 3 want 5 8 
and engagement in trade are no ſufficient objec- 
tion, if qualified agreeable to the inſtructions given 
to Timothy and Titus; but ſecond marriages diſ- 
* qualify for the office; and they are ordained by 
prayer and faſting,- impoſition of hands, and giv- 
ing he right hand of fellowſhip. = 
8 An their: (43166: they. are ſtrict and ee 


©: - Mc communion 1 and worſhip of all fork religious 
©  facieties, as appear to them not to profeſs the ſim- 
ple truth for their only ground of hope, and who 
do not walk in obedience to it. We ſhall only 


Ad, that in every church tranſaction dee ede em 


A unanimity to be abſolutely neceſſary. 8 
be Sabbetarians are a body of Chriſtians who 
© keep: the ſeventh. day as the Sabbath, and are to 
de found principally, if not wholly, among the 

* Ta common. reaſons why Chriſtians 
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bferve the frf toy of the week as th Sabbath 


h Arey. | 


_ that on this day Chriſt roſe from the dead; that the | 


apoſtles aſſembled, preached, and adminiſtered the 


Lord's Supper, and it has been kept by the churer | 
for ſeveral ages, if not from the time when Chriſ 1 


tianity was originally promulgated. The Sabba?- 


1 tarians, however, think theſe reaſons unſatisfacs- 
tory, and aſſert that the change of the Sabbatlr f 4 | 


rom the ſeventh to the firſt day of the week, was 


effected by Conſtantine, upon his one to 
the Chriſtian religion. The three following pro- A 
poſitions contain a ſummary of their principles as 


to this article of the Sabbath; by which they ſtand | 


diſtinguiſhed. ft, That God hath required the ob- 


ſervation of the ſeventh, or laſt day of every week! 


to beobſerved by mankind univerſally for che week- - 4 5 
ly ſabbath. 2dly, That this command of God's per- 


petually binding on man till time ſhall be no more; 
and 3dly, Fhat this facred reſt of the ſeventh dax 
enn is not by divine pare (| e OO? Ry | 


that the pcie doth no bank a chile? 


vation of any other day of the week for the week 


abbath, but the ſeventh day only. There are two 
8 congregations of the Sabbatarians in London, one 
E the General TN 2 2 7 in Mill- 
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to de found in different parts of the kingdom. 
This tenet has given rife to various contfover- 
ies, and writers of conſiderable ability have ap- 
peared on both ſides of the queſtion. Mr. Corn- 
chwaite, about the year 1740, publiſhed feveral 


i tracts in ſupport of it. The reader ſhould alſo 


| have recourſe to Dr. Chandler's two difcourſes on 

- the Sabbath; Mr. Amner's Diſſertation on the 
Weekly Feſtival of the Chriſtian Church, and 
Dr. Kennicott's Sermon and Dialogue on the Sab- 
bath. The Sabbatarians hold in common with 
other Chriſtians, the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, and though much reduced in num- 
| ber, deferve a diſtinct mention in this little miſ- 
, cellany, nn u of their era and 8 880 
Aer, 80 

3 the W of Jobn Hutchin 
Foo born in Yorkſhire, 1674, and who in the 
early part of life ſerved the Duke of Somerſet, in 


the capacity of a ſteward. The Hebrew ſcrip- 


tures, he ſays, comprize a perfect ſyſtem of na- 
tural philoſophy, theology, and religion. In op- 
[Is to Dr. Woodward's natural hiſtory of the | 


WE » Mott of the above particulars reſpeGing the Sabhatarians were 


communicated to the —_ by fore reſpeRtable ann 3 that 
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. earth, Mr. Hutchinſon, i in 1720 publiſhed the  firlf 
part of his curious book, called, Maſes s Principia. 
: Its ſecond part was preſented to the public in 
1727, which contains; as he apprehends, the prin- 1 
. ciples of the ſcripture- philoſophy, which are a 
| plenum and the air. So high an opinion did he 
entertain of the Hebrew language, that he thought 
the Almighty muſt have employed it to communi- 
_ cate every ſpecies of knowledge, and that accord- 
ingly every ſpecies of knowledge is to be found in 
the Old Teſtament. Of his mode of philoſophiſ- 'Y 
ing the following ſpecimen i is brought forward to 
. the reader's attention. Phe air (he ſuppoſes} } 
- exiſts in three conditions, fire, light and ſpirit, the 
two latter are the finer and groſſer parts of the 
air in motion: from the earth to the ſun, the air 
is finer and finer till it becomes pure light near 
the confines of the ſun, and fire in the orb öf 
. the ſun, or ſolar focus. From the earth towards 3 
the circumference of this ſyſtern, | in which he in- 
cludes, the fixed ſtars, the air. becomes groſſer and 
groſſer till it becomes ſtagnant, in which condi- 
tion it is at the utmoſt verge of this ſyſtem; from | 
whence lin his opinion) the expreſſion of outer 
darkneſs, and Blackneſs of darkneſs, uſed in the New | 
Os Horns to ve . Ts 
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dus, and among others the Rev. Mr. Romaine, 
and the late Lord Duncan Forbes of Culloden. 
They have never formed themſelves into any 

diſtinct church or ſociety. See an abſtract of Mr. 


- Hutchinſon's writings by the Dean of Canterbury, 


and alſo Mr. Jones's Lectures on the eb 


{guage of 8 9 8 
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* In A he feats 15 denominations we Sch the ſame * 
on this ſide of the Atlantic. For an account of wein the reader 


may conſult Morfe's American Geography, and Winterbotham's 


ſects peculiar to America, deſerve a brief notice. 


The Dunkers (or Tunkers) aroſe about 1724, and formed os 
elves into a Kind of commonwealth, moſtly in Pennſylvania. They 


baptize by immerſion, drefs like the Dominican friars, never ſhave 
Head or beard, have different apartments for the ſexes, live chiefly 


| niſhment. They are commonly called the hormizf Dunkers. 921 
The Shakers, inſtituted in 1774, are the followers of one 


Auna Leeſe, whom they fiyle the elect Lady and the Mothes 
A all the eledt. They fay the is the woman mentioned in 
” the twelfth chapter- of the Reyelations, can ſpeak 72 "tongues, "I 
and converſes with the dead. Their enthuſiaſm is vented in 
Jumping » dancing, and — ern 4 the body, Laas 
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en roots and vegetables, except at their jove - ſeaſts, when they est 
only mutton It is faid that no bed is allowed them but in caſe of 
ficknefs, for in their ſeparate cells they have a bench to lie up, 
and a block of wood for their pillow. Their principal tenet is the 
mortification of the body, and they deny the eternity of future pu- 


History of America. The Dunkers and Shakers, however, .] 0 


== 


155 ( 03). | 
m. Adtles are Mes eie profil a pure and 
| ſublime devotion, with a diſintereſted love of God, 
free from all {fiſh conſiderations. | Paſſive eon- 
templation is the ſtate of perfection to which they 1 
aſpire. Of this ſect there have been many fingu+ 
lar characters, eſpecially Madam Bourignon, a 
French lady, who made a great noiſe in the reli- 
"—_ world. Fenelon, the amiable archbiſhop of 
Cambray, favoured the ſentiments of this female 
devotee, for which he was ſeverely reprimanded 

by the Pope. The Myſtics ſuppoſe that certain 


paſſages of ſcripture have three myſtical ſenſes. 1 


Thus according to them, the word Jeruſalem, 
which is the name of the capital of Judea, figni= _ 
fies allegorically, the church militant, morally a 
| believer, and anagogically heaven. That paſſage 
alſo in Geneſis, Let there be light, and there was 
light, which is according to the letter, corporeal 

light, ſignifies allegorically the Rleſſiah, morallyß 
grace, and anagogically or myſteriouſly beatitude, - 
or the light of glory. Other inſtances "jolly 


1 on faking, they are W P This 1 : 
they ſay denotes their victorg over ſig. Their moſt favourite 
exerciſe is turning round for an hour or two, which in their opinion ; N 
wews the great power of God. The Shakers, with reſpect to jump- 
ing, reſemble ſome of the followers of Lady Huntingdon, in Wales, | 
who uſed in their public ao prota ere 
tran there Oar 3 OA. 
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j fanciful ich: be adduced, but ſufficient hay been 
brought forward to give the reader an inſight into 
the nature and tendency of myſticiſm. Much of 


. gious ſyſtems prevalent in the religious world. 
And ſome perſons fully bent to gratify their paſ- 
ſion ſor what is marvellous, imagine it 8 
re connected with divine truth. _ _ 


The Millenarians are thoſe' who ag that a 


: Chriſt: will reign. perſonally on earth for a thou- 

5 land years, and their name, taken from the Latin, 
nns direct alluſion to the duration of this ſpiri- 
tual empire. „The doctrine of a millenium, or 
a future paradifaical ftate of the earth (fays a 
& monthly reviewer) is not of Chriſtian but of Jewiſh 
origin. The tradition is attributed to Elijah, 
which fixes the duration of the world in its pre- 
ſent imperfect condition to 6ο years, and an- 
vounces the approach of a ſabbath of a thouſand 
years of univerſal peace and plenty, to be uſhered 
in by the glorious advent of the Mefliah.. This 

© idea may be traced in the epiſtle of Barnabas, and 


0 author of the Revelations ; 5 by Juſtin Martyr, by 
Irenus, and by a long ſucceſſion of the fathers. 


|" rs © ay 
+ + 4 8 * 25 * * 
8 4 


2 


this myſteriouſneſs belongs to a great many reli- 


5 in the opiniens of Papias, who knew of no writ- 
5 ten teſtimony in its behalf. It was adopted by the 


* As the theory i is animating; and. Fae, and 
0 when 


yo. 
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when diveſted of cabaliſtic numbers, and allego- : 


rical decorations, probable even in the eye of phi- 


loſophy, it will no doubt always retain a number 


of adherents. Mr. Halhed is rather too impatient 


for this pleaſing revolution, and labours to incul- - 


cate a belief, that on the 19th day of November 2 


0 next, 1795 at ſun riſe, will begin at Jeruſalem, 


the mighty change. In order to ſupport his hy- 


potheſis, he maintains that Richard Brothers truly 


eſtimates the age of the world at 5913 ſolar years, 


and that it is to endure only 6000 divine years, 


which like thoſe of the Greeks, conſiſt of 360 days | 


only, but admit of no emboliſm or in 


In this notion he is probably not — as may if 


5 be ſeen dy confulting the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica.” 


the Monthly Review, ſhall be added that of Dr. 
Prieſtley, given in his Inſtitutes of Natural and 
Revealed Religion. Some have ſuppoſed that 
Chriſt himſelf will reign in perſon upon earth, 
and that the martyrs will actually riſe from the 
dead and live with him. But conlidering the gu- 
rative language of prophecy, it is more probable 
that the revival of the cauſe for for which they ſuffered, 


is in reality the thing denoted by it. Beſides, it is 


S clear wy PO 
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To this account of the Mi Nai, taken fi | 


een, 1 
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„ 1 that any perſons, — Aftinguiſbed 
' by their virtues or ſufferings, ſhould receive their 
reward before the great day of judgment; after the 
general reſurrection. Dr. Whitby has alſo ad- 
vanced other very ſufficient arguments againſt the 
| literal interpretation of the millenium, which was 
adopted by ſome of the ancients, ang, with fome 


variations, hath been patronized dy ſeveral mo- 


dern divines, eſpecially Mr. in . and 
Biſhop Newton. N 8 


F 
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don, and the author has been aſked by young people more than once 
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f Cromwell, who expected the ſudden appearance of Chriſt to eſtab - 
lich on earth a new monarchy, or kingdom. In conſequence of this 
_ Mufion ſome of them aimed at the ſubverſion of all human govern- 
ments. In antient hiſtory we read of four great monarchies, the 
Aſſyrian, the Perfian, the Grecian and the Roman, and theſe men 
Fe debeving that this new ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt was to be the fit, 
5 came to bear the name by which they are diſtinguiſed. 7-5 


The Muggletonians were the followers of Ludovick Muggteton, a 


Journeyman taylor, who with his companion Reeves (a perſon 8 
equal obſcurity) ſet up for great Prophets in the turbulent times of 


Cromwell. They pretended to abſolve or condemn whom they 
pleaſed, and gave out that they were the two laſt witneſſes ſpoken 
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The Swvilinbirglans are the followers of Ea 1 
mich Swedenborg, a Swediſh nobleman, who died 
in London, 1772. He profeſſed himſelf to be the 

founder (under the Lord) of the New Feruſalem |} 
Church, alluding to the New Jeruſalem, ſpoken 
of in the Book of the Revelation of St. John. 
His tenets, although peculiarly diſtinct from every 
other ſyſtem of divinity in Chriſtendom, are never- 
theleſs drawn from the Holy Scriptures, and ſup- 
ported by numberleſs quotations from them. He 
aſſerts,” that in the year 1743, the Lord manifeſted 
himſelf to him in a perſonal appearance; and at 
the ſame time opened his ſpiritual eyes, ſo that 
ke was enabled conſtantly to ſee and converſe with 
n and angels. From that time he began to 


e e 


and of the wonderful things therein, as heard and ſeen by him, . ; 


makes the following declaration. “ As often as I converſed with. 
angels face to face, it-was in their habirations, which are like to our 
houſes on earth, but far more beautiful and magnificent, having | 
rooms, chambers, and apartments in great variety, as alſo ſpacious , 
courts belonging to them, together with gardens, parterres of flowers, 


fields, &c. where the angels are formed into ſocitties. They dwell in 


contiguous habitations, diſpoſed after che manner of our cities, in 
| ftreets, walks, and ſquares. I have had the privilege to walk 
through them, to examine all round about me, and to enter their 
houſes, and this when, J was fully awake, having my inward eyes; 
opened. A ſimilar deſcription is given of beaves itſelf, but the. 
n ̃ 


( 7 | | 
de fays,. argue-cevealed to bby —.— . 
. and hell, the ſtate of men after death, the worſhip 
| of God, the ſpiritual ſenſe of the ſcriptures, the va- 
$ rious e earths-in the univerſe, and their inhabitants, 
with many other extraordinary particulars, tho 
{7 knowledge of which was, perhaps, never pretended 
= to by any other writer before, or ſince his time. 
le denies a Trinity of perſons, in the Godhead, 
1 dut contends. for a divine Trinity in the ſingle 
perſon of Jeſus Chriſt alone, conſiſting of Father, 
Son, and loly Spirit; juſt like the human Tri- 
1 . nity in eve y individual man, of ſoul, body, and 
1 ee and he aſſerts, that as tze 
latter Trinity conſtitutes one man, ſo the former 
Trinity conſtitutes one Jehovah God, who is at 
once the Creator, Redecmer, and Regenerator. 

On this and other ſubjects, Dr. Prieſtley addrefſled .}- 
letters to the members of the New Jeruſalem 
Churcb, to which ſeveral replies were made, and 
. by Mr. R. Hindmarſh, a prin- 

Baron Swedenborg further maintains, that 

M 82 ſacred ſcripture contains three diſtinẽt ſenſes, 
1 called celgſtial, ſpiritual, and natural, which are 
united by correſpondencies ; and that in each ſenſe. 

it is divine truth, accommodated. reſpectively to 
dee angels eee alſo to men 

1 


pt ; 1 


on earths "This 6 Lajencs; of —— (it Py 


— laſt for ſome thouſands of years, vig, 1 
er ſince the time of Job, but is now. revived 1 

2 Emanuel. Swedenborg, who uſes it as a key to 1 
the ſpiritual or internal ſenſe of the ſacred ferip= 2 
1 - ture; every page of Which, he ſays, is written by 1 
. correſpondences, that is, by ſuch things in the na- 
tural world, as correſpond unto and ſignify things | 
in the ſpiritual world. He denies the doctrine of | 
1 atonement, or vicarious ſacrifice, together with 1 3 
the doctrines of predeſti nation, unconditional elec= 42 
tion, juſtification by faith alone, the reſurrection - 
af the material body, &c., and in oppoſition. 17 N 4 
maintains, that man is pe elſed of fre- will in 3 
i ſpiritual things; that ſalvation is, not plates NF 
without repentance, that is, abſtaining from evils : 
becauſe they are ſins againſt Gad, and living a IJ 
fe of charity and faith, according to the com- I 
mandments; that man, immediately on his de- 

| ceaſe, riſes again in a ſpiritual body, which was 
incloſed in his material body, and that in this ſpi- 

ritual body he lives as a man to eternity, either : 

an heaven or in hell, according to the quality of £ 3 

his paſt life. It is further maintained by Baron br 

| Swedenborg and his followers, . that all thoſe paſ , 

ſages i in the ſacred ſcripture, generall y ſuppoſed. 3 


3 to lignify the deſtruction of the world by fire, Sc. 
=. ; * Wo nn 3 
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amenity called the laſt jetgusemt muſt K 


ſtood according to the above-mentioned ſcience 


. of correſpondences, which "teaches, that by the 
| end of the world, or conſummation of the age, 


is not ſignified the deſtruction of the world, but 


the deſtruction or end of the preſent Chriſtian 
church, boch among Roman Catholics and Pro- 


teſtants of every deſcription or denomination ; 


and that this laſt judgment actually took place 


in the ſpiritual world in the year 1957; from 
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Which æra is dated the ſecond advent of the 


Lord, and the commeneement of a new Chriſtian 
church, which, they ſay, is meant by the new 


heaven and new earth in the Revelation, and the 


New Jerufatem thence deſcending. Such are the 
general outlines of Baran Swedenborg's principal 


doctrines, colle&rd from his voluminous writings. 


His followers are numerous in England, Germany, 
Sweden, &c. and alſo in America. They uſe a 
liturgy, and inſtrumental as well as vo muſic, | 
an their public worſhip.® . | 
The Qualers, though mentioned laſt, yet by | 


1 no means the leaſt reſpectable ſe, appeared in 
England about the year 1650. Their origin will be 
; beſt Wen in their own words; 4 The beginning 


=. The whole of the 3 account was ent to the author for 
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of the ſeventeenth century, is known to * been 
a time of great diſſenſion in England, reſpecting | 
religion. Many pious. perſons had been diſſatis- 
fied with the ſettlement of the Church of Eng- 
land in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. Various 
ſocieties of Diſſenters had accordingly ; ariſen; 3 ſome 
of whom evinced their ſincerity by grievous ſuf- 
ferings under the intolerance of thoſe who governed 
church affairs. But theſe ſocieties, notwithſtand- 
ing their honeſt zeal, ſeemed to have ſtopped hort 
in their progreſs towards a complete reformation i 
and, degenerating into formality, to have left. their 
moſt enlightened members {till to lament the want 
of ſomething more inſtructive, and conſolatory. to 


the ſoul, than the, moſt rigorous obſervance. of 4 


their ordinances had ever produced.. Thus diſs 'A 
tisfied and diſconſolate, they were ready to follow 1 
any teacher, who ſeemed able to direct them to ö 
that light and peace of which they felt the need. 
Many ſuch in ſucceſſion engaged their attention; 
until finding the inſufficiency of them all, they 
withdrew from the communion of every viſible 
| church, and dwelt retired, and- attentive to the | 
inward ſtate of their own minds: often deeply 
diſtreſſed for the want of that true knowledge of 
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* PI 5 or which; according to their ability, 
* they fervently prayed. ' Theſe ſincere breathings 
of ſpirit being anfwered by the extenſion of ſome 
degree of heavenly conſolation, they became cor 
| vinced;' that as the heart of man is the ſeerie of 
| the tempter's attacks, it muſt alfo be that of the 
* Redeemer's victory. With renewed fervency, 


5 therefore, they fought his appearance in their 


f f minds; : and thus being renewedly furniſhed with 
Bis faving light and help, they not only became 
jſiſttucted in the things pertaining” to their own 

* fal vation; but they difcovered many practices in 
te world: which" have a ſhew of religion, to be 
* nevertheleſs the effect of the unſubjected wilF of 
® and inconfiftent with the A e kimplicity 
I HR Truth. - 943 7 W 6 | . | 
. # Ges) Poe wWas one of al AE of dür F Bench 
£ who- was impriſoried. He was confined at Not- 


+ tingham i in the year 1649, for having publicly op- 


ih poſed a preacher, who had aſſerted that the more 


ure word of prophecy; mentioned 2 Pet. i. 19. Was 


tte Scripture; George Fox declaring that it was 


the Holy Spirit: and in the following year, being 


| brought before two juſtices in Derbyſhire, one 


"0 of them, ſcoffing at, G. Fox, for having bidden_ 
* 3 the ren calted Quakers ch. 6. & 29. 
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a ako him, tremble at the word ef 
the Lord, gave to our predeceſſors the name of 
Qualers ;* tan appellation which ſoon became 

| and hath remained our. moſt uſual denomination; - j 
© Hut they themſelves adopted, and have tranſmitted 


to us, the endearing appellation of | Friends.” t 
It is, difficult to give a ſpecific ſtatement of wok. 


8 ; but. they may be found in a well written 
Apology by Robert Barclay, a learned Quaker, 

who died in Scotland, 1690. George Fox, the 
founder of this ſect, was born 1624. He exhi- 
bited few articles of faith, and inſiſted moſtly on 
morality, mutual charity, and the love of God. 
The religion and worſhip he recommended 
ſimple and without ceremonies. To wait in pro- 


found ſilence for. the influence of the ATE 


one of the chief points he inculcate. 
Tha Quakers have places of a "a 
they regularly: aſſemble on the Sabbath, [though | 


ſometimes without vocal prayer, or any religious 1 


or practical exhortation. They! reject water bap- 
tiſm and the Lod's ee no düſtinet or- 


199 


| 0 * Fete, Suff. 29. ON | N 1 5 Sewell, 4% i , 5 
4 See. A Summary of the Hiſtory, Donnie, and Diſcipline of Friendes 
written at the” Deſire of the Meeting for Sufferings in Landon. This 
pamphlet, and many particulars in the above account of the . 


ers, were ſent 9 by a gentleman of that perſuaſion. |. 
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| St T beir internal oval is . admired; 


their own poor ſupported withou 
and their induſtry and Bbricy are Ging 'of 
| | imitation." They alſo reprobate che deſtructive 
Y ; practice of war, the infamous traffic of flaves, | 
8 | and profeſs their abhorrence of religious perſceu- 
tion. Refuling to pay tithes, they ſuffer the loſs 
ok their goods and of their liberty, rather than 
comply with the demand, and their loſſes are em- 
pPfhatically termed by them Jufferings. & Many have 
- endured long impriſonments on that account; and 
| - forrefufing'to- pay tithes there are no- ſeven per- 
bons in York Caſtle. As the Quakers cannot be 
made to take an oath in a court of Juſtice, their 
- affirmation is permityed in all civil, but not in 
criminal cafes.” With regard to the reſurrection 
of the body, and the doctrine of future rewirds 
and puniſhments, and other capital points "of 
1 Chriſtianity, they have not yet explained them 
| felves authentically. Indeed, there feems to be a 
1 much greater uniformity in their dreſs than in 
| - their opinions, though it is probable that the ge- 
1 nerality of them adhere to the fundamental doc- 
ttrines of the goſpel. There are ſeven yearly. 
= n amen them, viz, 1. London, to which 
1 5 2 4 | come 


Ts 
* 


. 1 
come eb cdeen from Irelzind4\ 2. New Es- - 
land; 3. New Vork; 4. Pennſylvania: and New 4 
. Jerſey ; 5. Maryland; 6. Virginia; 7. the Caro- Þ 
linas and Georgia. The form and colour of their 
clothes, together wich their peculiar: modes of ſa- 
lutation, have been thought to ſauour of: affeQa- 70 
tion, though they certainly exhibit a ſtriking con- 
traſt to the gaudy frippery and artificial wee 2 
We modern times. Voltaire, in his Letters on the 
Engliſh Nation, has ſome curious remarks on the 
- Quakers; but in certain particulars they deem 
_ thetnſtlves calumniated by that ſatirical writer. 


At Ackworth they have Aa reſpectable ſchool, 4 
to which Dr. Fothergill left legacies, and 8 = 
. two hundred boys and one hundred ani 
forty girls are educated.” '' Towards the cloſe of 
the laſt century, the reſpectable William 1 
who founded Pennſylvania, introduced and eſta» - 
bliſhed a large and flouriſhing colony of them in 
America. See a full and an impartial account of 
the Quakers in Dr. Abrabam Rees“ J pc 
8 of Chambers 8 ee 1 
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24 # The profeltdes — e eee 
advancement of religion. There are four which - deſerve” to be 
mentioned: T. The Society for promoting Chriftian Knowledge, which/ | 


S ITY ſchools in "Ys and Wales, and diſtributes Bibles, | 


4 


18 1 of » * 
* — . 


I HESE are the diviſions of human opinions, 
which characteriſe the more popular departments 
of the religious world. 1 have endeavoured to 

_ * -Hyſtem boaſts of admirers, and profeſſes to have 

I - peculiar arguments and tendencies. To a 

: zhtful mind they echibit a melancholy pic- 

ture of the human underſtanding - beclouded by 

fin, miſguided through paſſion, and warped with 
$ eee In _— out Ne e ma 
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3 Society for the Profagation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, which takes 


| care that the Wett India iſlands and the Britiſh colonies in North 

: America are provided with epiſcopal clergymen and ſchool maſters ; 
3. Seh in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, deſigned 
to baniſh ignorance and profaneneſs from the Highlands and Weſt- 
em iſlands z and, 4. 4 Scciety eftabliſed in Ireland, calltd The Is- 
torperated oy. in Dublin, 5 re Eng 5 Fake, Working 


* Mir. Distel Neat etimared Abende be Düne dns 
e hundred and fifty thouſand families ; but fince that period 
© It is believed that they have rather declined. At preſent the pro- 
portion of Nonconformifts to the Members of the Church of England 
16 ſuppoſed to be as ene to five; and it is fingular that the ſame 

propottion holds between the Eicefalians and Roman Catholics in 
Ireland. The reader is referred to Dr, Yenderbourn's View of Eng- 
Lal towards the Cleſe of the cighteenth Century, where an inſtructive 
account of the ſeveral religious ſets in this country is given, 
eee n aan aatnh TIER 1 
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ple mee and more of the 


1 of W: Icom and of love, and of a found mind, and to remove 


far Kon us thoſe mutual jealuſies and animeſities which hinder our 


- afting+ with that unanimity which is neceifary to the ſucceſsfhl 


carrying on of aur ph agg as the n, D. 


— 
1 
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differ on the ſpeculative tenets" of religion, let us 
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217 SINCE the rg Hand wiſeſt of mankind: thus 
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modeſtiy Age the extent of the nen fa- 
culties. = 64 5 5 


irreſiſtible indu 
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bellen of the human base is an 
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to moderation. 


After la- | 


and of integrity, men arrive at 


This is a n:ceſfary- conſe: 
quence 
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quence of preſent imper action. „ Human * 
weak and fallible, ſoars with fakes and often 
with ineffectual wing, into the regions: of ſpecu- 
lation. Let none affirm that this mode of argu- 
ing begets an indifference to the acquiſition and 
Propagation of religious 3 To declare that 


all tenets are alike, is an affront to the human 


underſtanding. The chilling heſitation of ſcep- 
tticiſm, the forbidding ſternneſs of bigotty, and the 
delirious fever of enthuſiaſm, are equally abhor- 
rent from the genius of true Chriſtianity. Truth 
: being the conformity of our conceptions to the 
nature of things, we ſhould be fearful leſt our 
_ conceptions be tinctured with error. Philoſophers 
| ſuppoſe that the ſenſes convey the moſt determinate 
: ſpecies. of information; yet theſe ſenſes, notwith- 
ſtanding their ſingular acuteneſs, are not endued 
with an inſtinctive infallibility. How much 
greater cauſe have we to miſtruſt the exerciſe of 


5 our rational powers, which often e ee 


= fancy, are beſet with, prejudices! _ rtabo 

But reaſon, though imperfect, is 00 noble 
gift of God, and upon no pretence whatever muſt 
it be decried. It diſtinguiſhes ; man from the 
. beaſts of the field—conſtitutes his reſemblance to 
vt the Deity, and elevates him to the ſuperiority he 
e — oa wo: creations, By. Deiſts it 


is 


8 


. ——— 
of their ſyſtem. Yet, ſtrange inconſiſteney! eve 
theſe enthuſiaſts condeſcend D chis ca- 
lumniated faculty, in pointing out the conformity 
of their tenets to ſeripture, and in fabricating 
vidence for their ſupport. But beware of ſpeak⸗ 
ing lightly of reaſon, which is emphatically de- 
nominated the eye of the ſoul: Every opprobrious 4 
epithet with which the thoughtleſs or the deſign- Z 
ing dare to ſtigmatize it, vilifies the Creator. Ei- 
cumſeribed, indeed, are its operations, and*fallic 
ble are its deeiſions. That it is incempetent to 
inveſtigate certain ſubjects tn Bur ur boundlefs' 
ee en . eſſay to penetrate, is — 
dged. Its extenſion, therefore, e 0 
aries, has preved an ample 
of error. It has generated an endlefs lift of para 4 
doxes, and given birth to thoſe monſtrous ſyſtems of © 
metaphyſieal theology, which are the plague of wiſe 
men, and che idol of fools. Upon many religious 
topics,” which have tried and tortured our under 
| per the FINNEY writers are meinen y N 
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Were the intellec of every ind üs Heike wn | ; 
preſerved in vigorous 'exerciſe, ſimilarity of ile 1 

_ timent would be much more prevalent. But man- 
| kind will not think, and hence thinking has been 
© Ueemed «one of the leaft exerted privileges f 
cultivated humanity.” It unfortunately happens ; 
that the idle flights indulged by enthuſialts== 7 
the burdenſome rites revered by the ſuperſtitions | 
Land the corrupt maxims adopted by worldly Þ 


minded profeſſors, are charged on the ſcriptures | 


of truth. | Whereas the inſpired volume is fraught 
with rational doftrines---equitable' precepts at 
immaculate rules of conduct. Fanciful accom- ; 
modations—diftorted paſſages —falſe tranſlations, | 
and forced analogies, have been the deſpicable IE 3 
means employed to debaſe and corrupt the chriſtian. 
doctrine. A calm and impartial inveſtigation of *Y 
the word of God, raiſes in our minds conceptions 4 
worthy the perfections of Deity—fuitable to te 
forlorn circumſtances of mankind, and TY: 0 _ 
purify” and exalt our nature. p45 2 
The Papifts deprived the laity of the ule 0. 1 
Feripture, by reſtraining its uſe, and denying. its 


ſufficiency. * The fame reaſon alſo was aſſigned 
to vindicate the neceſſity of an infallible bead t 
dictate in religious matters. Notwithſtanding 2 
ble Arca. devices to produte undaimity of en- 
3 ot tima 
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timent, they were not more in poſſeſſion of it than 
© the Proteſtants. The diſcordant ſects, which at 

| different periods ſprang up in the boſom and diſ- 
| turbed the tranquility of the Catholic church, are 
E  demonſtrative proofs that they failed to attain the” 
{ deſired object. Pretences, therefore, however 
© | goodly, ſhould be rejected if they tend to invali- 
date the ſufficiency, or diſparage the excellence of 
E holy writ. Leaſt of all ſhould diverſity of ſen- 
E iment be alledged, for it does not originate in 
; the ſcriptures themſelves, but in the imbecility of 
che underſtanding—in the freedom of the will— 
in the pride of paſſion—and in the inveteracy of 
® prejudice. Deiſts, nevertheleſs, who are expert 
in obſerving what may be conſtrued into an ob- 
| jection againſt revealed religion, declaim loudly 
on this plauſible topic. On account of the diver- 
”  fty of ſentiment which obtains, they charge the 
Bible with being defective in a ſpecies of intel- 
1 ligence it never pretended · to communicate. Un- 

incumbered with human additions, and unconta- 
winated with foreign mixtures, it furniſhes the 
believer with that information only, which illu- 
I ;minates the underſtanding meliorates the temper 
. —invigorates.themoral feclings—and improves the 


” "heart. All ſcripture given by inſpiration, is profit- 
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5 fleuPtion i in py that the man ah Gid may 
be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works'* 


3. Let not any one preſane to exempt himſelf " 
from an attention to religion, becaufe ſome" Fits — 
tenets ſeem involved in difficulties. ©, 

Upon articles which promote the felicity, ** 8 a k 
ſecure the falvation of mankind, the ſeripture is 
clear and deciſive. The curioſity of the inquiſi- 
tive, and the reſtleſſneſs of the ingenious; have 
involved ſome ſubjeQs. of theological: diſquiſition 
in conſiderable obſcurity: Dr. Paley, ſpeaking of © 
the diſputes which diſtract the religious world, 


- As the abettors of :nfinellty are: aſſiduous in 2 the 
ſacred volume, the following juſt encomium on this invaluable trea - 
ſure is ſeriouſly recommended to the young reader's attention. 2 
c Where is there to be found any book but the BIBLE which con 


diins ſo much to inform, impreſs, and delight reflecting minds, laid 


together in a manner ſo extenſively adapted to the various turns of 
underſtanding, taſte, and temper, which people of different and 
d. ſtant countries, through a long ſucceſſion of ages, have held in ſo 


much reverence, and read with ſo much advantage; where it is 43 


difficult to determine which are moſt diſtinguiſhed, caſe and ſimplij- 
City, or ſublimity and force, but where all are ſo beautifully united; 
where there is ſo little to diſcourage the weakeſt ſpirit if docile, and 
ſo much to gratify the ſtrongeſt if eandid; where the fancy and the 
heart, the intelle& and the conſcience, are applied to by turns, with 


ſuch familiarity and yet ſuch majeſty ; in fine where the frailties, 3 | 
diſorders, and diſtreſſes of human nature, are all as feelingly laid open 


and os remedies which heaven has provided, ſo tenderly applied,” 


4 e  Foxpree, Þ 
MM 2 | N : happily 7 i 
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3 1 pon. which the arte of 9 . e 
religzon is reared; and the gates of hell ſhall not 
3 f prevail againſt it. He who ſeriouſly and diſpaſ- 
| ſſanately ſearches the ſcriptures, muſt confeſs that 

| [hey teach, in explicit ern 
Z * that man is fallen from his primeval rectitude 
that the Meſſiah ſhed his blood for his reſtoration 
| 5 a that in a future per rewards await the 
3 858 rom thi preceding ſketch of the different opi- 
nions of Chriſtians, it appears that controverſies. 


4 
£3 


have been chiefly agitated concerning the perſon of 


cri che ſubject of the divine favor—and the ar- 

E  ticle of church government. But what was the ſpe- 

© cific matter of diſputation ? Not whether Chriſt 
has e 7. introduce 


tze profeſſors of religion ought to ſubmit them- 
| ſelves to certain regulations, or church govern- 
ment, for mutual benefit. Theſe are truths revered 
12 every denomination, and the only point of con- 
tention has been, what particular Views are to be 
© entertained of theſe intereſting facts. The Trini- 


. ; - 


s, that God rules over all: | 


rr God is diſpoſed to ſhew- 


- grace or favour towards fallen man; nor whether 
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| Lurian the Arian; and the Socinizn; emjatly 4. ac- i 
knowledge the divinity of Chriſt's miffion, or that 
de was the Meſſiah predicted by the ancient pro- 
phets; and the chief point of diſpute is, whether 


this Meſſiah be a man highly inſpired - or one of 


the angelic order or a being poſſeſſed of the at- 
tributes of Deity. The Calviniſt- the Armi- 
nian---and the Baxterian alſo, each of them firmly 
believes that the grace of God hath appeared, and” 
differ only. reſpecting the wideneſs of its extent, 
and the mode of its communication. Similar ob- 
ſervations might be transferred to the fabje&t of 
church government, and the adminiſtration of ce- 
remonies. But ſufficient has been ſaid to ſhew | 
that the differences ſubſiſting between Chriſtians, 3 
do not affect the truth an nor W 3 
the ſalvation of. mankind. | þ 
Faint indeed is the light en by reveal 4 
on certain. ſubjects.. Yet no lover of: righteouſ- 
neſs need diſtreſs himſelf, whether he be miſtaken 
in leading a life of · virtue and of piety. Practical! 
religion lies within; a narrow compaſs. The ſay-— 
ings of Chriſt. embrace almoſt every part of hu- 
man conduct, though his- diſciples have been 


lamentably. deficient in paying them the attention 


due to their importance. Jeſus Chriſt aſſures us 


that 1% love. the- Lord: our Gb with altour hearts, | 
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is THOR 3 C01 Ine b 
ſecond is like unto it—t0 love aur nrighbour as ur- 
ſelves. They entertain miſtaken views of the | 
| glarions g9/peb, who conſider it in, to the 


eee preſented to us . 

0 Jon — every mind ſhould have opened for 

5 its  receptl won. Wrangling ſhould have been pre- 

53S vented by the clearnefs of its fundamental doc- 

trines, heſitation about obedience precluded by 1 

„ the juſtice of its precepts, and the beauty of its 3 

© examples Goals: r e r the mot it. 

3 n heart 1 = 

The nen in which fre con tenew . 

"are involved, inſtead of alienating us from the : 

© pradtiee o of righteouſneſs, ſhould quicken our e- 

- Quiries after truth. Indeed, upon- a ſerious and © 

© intelligent jadividual, it produces /this beneficial — - || 

Left. Having in his eye the ſcripture as the only 

fſtandard—be is the more alive to free enquiry, 
When he contemplates the diverfity of religious 

= fſyltems'; and more accurately ſcrutinizes their 
their! 2361 pag | This mode of ecken cles 
we bee | 
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Such-a W reſlects an honour upon the 2 
nomination. with which he connects himſelf. Fr 
n inveſti- 
ion, he preſumes not to charge with here thoſe 

of his fellow: chriſtians who differ from him; nor. 2 
i he. e Forth to we eee hs : I 
SM over to the: a Pi F 
| Of Mr. Gouge, an eminent Nogconfarmilt\ an-. 


and e Archbiſhop Tillotſon—4-He. ae 1 
others to differ from, him even in opinions that. 
were mw war > to kim, an and 0 20 men did: 
1 beartiby, Hive diftant foever. Grows: = 1 
judgement. about things leſs. neceſſury: ; 
which 'he is very 3 to oy. a ben bi _ 
men of all perſuaſions.. . . 3 1 
4. Let n es WG I 
unportan ticles of belief al hes | 25 


"oY Had the above Catholic ſentiments of the. Axchbiſbep: been h in- 
dulged towards the Difſenters at Birmingham, we ſhould have ne- 
ver witneſſed thoſe riots which reflect a laſting diſgrace on the pts 
ſent century. Whatever were the religious «RO b 
of the ſuffeters, ſuch a mode of ſilencing ſedition, or of extizpati 3 
bereſy, only ſerves to aid the cauſe it meant to exterminate. W 
good man ſhudders at ſuch ſcenes—and a philoſophy leſs pure than I 
chat taught us by Jeſus Chriſt, would lead us to hold 1 in ö 1 
all fuch diabolical 2 5 5 1 


1 * 7 wi q 4 8 6 « jy 
9 2 r x ON Sear RT ttt” W * ' 8 — <> & 4 
2 > r * 2 1 2 _* 8 Td a 0 GE. or E RS >. >! FR 
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- RelpeRing the origin felon 


* en, ſoul-the exiſtence of an intermediate fate 
Quand the duration of future puniſhment, together 
with points of a ſimilar kind, opinions have been, 
aud in this imperfect ſtate ever will continue to be 


different. But on articles of faith, far more in- 
[| ating. in themſelves, and far more conducive 


3 d cur welfare, are not all Chriſtians united? We 
£ alllbelieve in the perfections and government of 
one God—in the degradation of human nature 


through tranſgreſſion in the vaſt utility of the 


aſſurance of. the divine aid in the neceſſity of 
exerciſing repentance, and: of cultivating. holi 


gneſs -in a reſurrection. from the dead —and in 


à future ſtate of rewards and puniſhment. . Cheer- 


fully would I enter into a minute illuſtration of 
mis important part of the ſubject. But the de- 
Vvout and intelligent Dr. Price has ably. diſcuſſed 


it in. his firſt ſermon on the. Chriſtian Doctrine, ta 
which diſcourſe I refer the Reader, and recom- 


mend it. to his repeated and impartial peruſal. 


FE Many Chriſtians are more anxious to know where 


in their brethren differ from them, than wherein 
they are agreed. This betrays an unhappy pro- 


pbenſity to diviſion, and bears an unfavourable aſ- 


8 244 1 N . 3 — 


RO IO FEAR e 4 the kick en ene 3 0 
delliſhments of the Chriſtian character: An en- 3 
lightened zeal is perfectly compatible with religi- 2 
ous moderation, which is more particularly op- 
poſed to the furious ſpirit of uncharitableneſs, 1 
the gangrene of genuine chriſtianity. From the 
ſhy and diſtant deportment of men of different 
perſuaſions towards each other, a ſtranger to ten 
all would with difficulty be brought to believes 
that they looked up to the fame God—confide 
in the ſame Saviour—and were bending their ſteßs 
towards the /qme ſtate of future happineſs. "Ol ” 
me often has the-chriſtian world had' the ap 2 


ance of a ſubdued country, portioned out Inte” 
innumerable diſtricts, through the pride and am- 
hition of its conquerors, and each diſtriet oc t 
pied in retarding each others proſperity. Alas?! 
what would the Prince of Poace fay, were he to“ 
deſcend and ſojourn among us. Would he not 
reprove our unhallowed warmth—upbraid us 
with our diviſionschide our unſocial tempers ; 
and exhort to amity and concord? 4 "This an- 
« tipathy to your fellow Chriſtians,” would he 
ſay, is not the ett of my religion, but the” Þ 
want of it. My doctrines, precepts, and exo) 
ample, have an .qppolite tendency. Had you. 
" OE me 1 would have never uttered 

3 1 againſt | 


0 
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© againſt your brethren terms of ropedanh} nor 
© lifted up the arm of perſecution. The new com- 
mandment 4 gave unto. you was--—That Je love” 
= one anot 

3 © The i ingenious Mr. EY pertinently A 
Our own particular darling tenets, by which 
1 we are diſtinguiſhed from the bulk of Chriſtians, 
we look upon as our private incloſures, our pri- 
vate walks, in which we have property excluſive 
cf others, and which we take care to cultivate, 
| beautify, and fence in againſt alt invaders. To the 


received notions, however important, we are more. 


EF indifferent, as the 'common field and public walks, 
Which lie open to every body.” Were the pro- 
| fellors of the Goſpel once fully ſenſible how they 
E coincide on the fundamental facts of natural and! 
F revealed religion, they would cheriſh, with each. 
| other a more friendly intercourſe---unite. more 
#3 cordially to. propagate religion, both at home and. 
abroad, and ſuperior degrees of ſucceſs would crown. 
their combined exertions for the purpoſe. Much 
is it regretted that diſputes have generally been. 
agitated concerning uneſſential points, and with 
an acrimony diametrically oppoſite to the Goſpel. 
af Jeſus Chriſt. That controverſy is in itſelf in- 
jurious to truth, no intelligent individual will in- 
> a When conducted with * wa 51 
dou 
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"© light has: been fuck out er ors * been 
rectified—and information, on intereſting ſub- 
jects, has been communicated to the public. But 
alas! controverſy has been perverted to evil pur= 
poſes. To many who have engaged in theolo- 
gical diſcuſſion, victory, not truth, appears to 
have been the object of purſuit. Seduced hy | 
_ unworthy motives they ſwerved from the line of 
conduct preſcribed by an Apoſtle, and contended 


boifterouſly rather than earneſtly for the faith once 


delivered to the ſaints. Fiery controverſialiſts,, 
| hurried away by impetuouſaeſs of temper, or ex,. 
aſperated by the oppoſition. of an acute and per- | 
tinacious adverſary, have diſgraced the polemic 
page by opprobrious terms, and ungenerous in- 
ſinuations. Thus are infidels furniſhed with an 
additional objection to revealed religion the in- 
veſtigation of intereſting truth terminates in mu- 
tual reproaches; ; and Chriſtians of different 10 
timents, driven ſtill farther from each other, are 
the leſs fitted to aſſociate together i in the common 
manſions of the bleſt. To this pernicious mode 
of agitating diſputes, there are, however, excep- 
tions, and inſtances might be adduced. In the. 
defence of Chriſtianity, and in the ſupport of its 
particular doctrines, writers have - ſtood forth 
_ ks and OY breathe the genuine, 
; ; | _ 8 ; 


1 


- 


5 5F hal 3 anſwer to Hume on Miracles, are 

; admirable. 2 which 
=; ous controverſies ſhould be invariably con- 
AF Need. 25 an. Wage enlightened like the preſent, 
; ;onciliating:ſpirit was to be expected; and we 


| Indulge the- plealing hope, that times Kill 2 more 


" auſpicious to truth are app 


| amicable difcuſton He 3 . 
in the Goſpel of Jeſs (ou; aſl 


be contained 

1 an univerſal prevalence. * 

818 ee e 20-dchor> the ame right 

col private judgment in religious matters, wen 
* we claim and exerciſe ourſel ves. 

It is replied---< We forbid not the ber uſe of 

lis privilege.” But who can eſtimate the ſobriety 


+# , 4 


3 the opinions » e Terios brother wy happen 
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are the people ho experience the benefits of good government, un 


of oY unembittered $4 the 7 of anarchy and of —_— 
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„ r mel and . Se A foil ef ges- 
n. There ir ſhoots up and ſheds jts fruit far the healing of the 
nations,” Cuil and religious Iiberty, therefore, are two of the greateſt 
_ eatlily'bedings Which heaven can beſtow-on man. Thrice happy = 


durdened by the impoſitions of oppreſſion, and who enjoy the ſweets | 
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to ee in 'conſequerice of free Aan gedbag 1 
we tacitly condemn that operation of his mind 


which induced him to take up ſuch tenets: Ts 


is the ſpirit of Popery in diſguiſe. Cautiouſly exer- 
eiſing his reaſon, and devoutly examining the ſqa- 


cred records, let every man be, fully perſuaded in his 
own mind. This was the judicious advice" f 
Paul to the Primitive Chriſtians, and no ſubffan- 
tial reaſon has been, or ever will be given for its 
being abandoned. For a Proteſtant, who demands 


and exerciſes the right of private judgment, to 


deny it his brother, is an unpardonable inconſiſt= 


ency. It is alſo an act of injuſtice, and, there- 


fore, contrary to reaſon---condemned by revela- 


tion, and prejudicial to the beſt intereſts of man- FR 
kind. He who inſults yous perfon---ſteals your 


 property-=-or injures your reputation ſubjects 


himſelf to the puniſhment which the law denounces 
againſt ſuch offences. What then can we thin 


of the man who attempts to rob you of the right 
of private judgment ?---a jewel of ineſtimable 


price—a blefling of the firſt magnitude ! . Were 
we once to relinquiſh thinking for ourſelves, and 
indolently to acquieſce in the repreſentations of 
others—bur underſtandings might ſoon groan be- 


neath the abſurdities of other's creeds, and our 
attention be diſtracted by the perplexed nature 


« * 
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eccleſiaſtical tyranny, has traced its ſources with 
| his uſual acuteneſs, and pronounces them to be 
| power—law—patronage—office—the ab uſe of 


learning, and miſtaken piety. Theſe pretences for 
8 domination over conſcience are plauſible, and by 
their ſpeciouſneſs millions have been deceived. 


But explain to a man of common ſenſe the nature 


| and foundation of religious liberty, and the infa- 


tuation ceaſes. He muſt perceive that the Father 
of ſpirits hath authorized no man to dictate to an- 
E Other what he is to believe—much leſs. to impoſe 
| his dogmas under pain of eternal puniſhment; | 
hy Let Czſar's dues be ever paid, N 
To Cæſar and his throne; — 
But conſciences and ſouls were made, 


J0o be the Lord's alone. 
F e 


; N even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right? 
was the energetic language in which Chriſt re- 


proached the Phariſees ; and prove all things was 
Paul's manly exhortation to the church at Theſ- 


ſalonica. Theſe paſſages alone prove, beyond 


Paul 


| ade poſſibility of pute, th that both Chriſt and 


% — 


| 4 our 8 ſervices. Hitherto Ie 3 | 
never been wanting unreaſonable enough to im- 
poſe on their brethren articles of faith. "The late. 
Mr.. Robinſon, of Cambridge, an avowed foe to 


* 
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Paul were - diftingyillied patrons of Sos enquiry. |} 
Free enquiry, even in its fulleſt extent, has been 
found ſerviceable to the intereſts of religion. 
Hereby error ceaſes to be perpetuated, and truth 
_ emerges from thoſe ſhades of darkneſs, with which 
ſhe has been induſtriouſly enveloped by the artful ' - 3 


and the deſigning. Survey the page of eccleſi- 
aſtical hiſtory---mark/ the intervals of languor 
when the right of private judgment lay dormant 
then was the church of Chrift debilitated and 


peſtered with an heterogeneous maſs of errors. 


Excellently is it remarked in a periodical publi- 


cation No man can write down truth. In- 
quiry is to truth what friction is to the diamond. 


It proves its hardneſs adds to its luſtre - and 


excites new admiration.*? The able: ady ocates 


for Chriſtianity confeſs, that by the attacks of its 


enemies provoking examination, it has been be- 
nefited rather than injured. To infidel writers 
we are indebted for Butler's profound Analogy + 
- Law's Theory;of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion---Campbell's valuable Diſſertation on Mi- 
racles---Newton's elaborate work on the Prophe- 0 
cies---and other performances which reflect as 
much honour on the names of their reſpective 
2 war ache as they have en ſervice to the glo- 
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| From the examination of the Chriſtian Religion. 


n cis polite age it is the faſhion to compli- | 


ment Deiſit on their good ſenſe and their honeſty. 


| Of their good fenſe thoſe perſons can make the 
|  juſteſt eſtimate who are beſt acquainted with the 
| diſconſolate nature, and pernicious tendency of 
9 abſurd ſyſtems. Of their honeſty we may form 
a tolerable judgment, from the oblique mode in 


Which Chriſtianity has been uniformly attacked - 


Scarcely a Deiſt has come forward with an open 
avowal of his intention, but ſkulking behind ſome 
unconſecrated altar, aims a deadly blow at the 
| beſt and pureſt ſyſtem of religion which has been 
ever inſtituted. . Hobbes employed ambiguity--= 
Bolingbrole abuſe Voltaire ridicule—Hume an 
affected reverenee for what he was undermining--- 
_ Gibban ironyGediuin unmanly inſinuation, and 
Pain the moſt outrageous miſrepreſentation. 


3 {Theſe are means, worthy of their cauſe, and will 


without doubt bring their ſyſtem eventually into 
univerſal diſcredit. Did, indeed, thinking Deiſts 


[ 7 propoſe their objections to revelation with fair- 


neſs ; uſe their utmoſt endeavours to get their ob- 
jections obviated; and providing a perfect ſolu- 
tion could not be obtained, « wait the great teacher 


pun, and God adore,” a better opinion might 
| be 
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5 be at of their principles, thei temper. and” 

their conduct. But when they avail themſelves 
of every opportunity to unſettle and overturn the [ 
faith of thouſands, to looſen. obligations moral 
and divine, and with one rude blow to cut off 


the deareſt hopes of humanity, we muſt exclaim 
in the language of ſcripture, Inſtruments. of cruelty: 
are in their habitation; O my ſoul ! come not thou 

into their ſecret ; unto their , 0 my ade " 
| be not thou united. 

Among, the eccentricities of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, is to be reckoned the exiſtence of even ſpe- 
culative atheiſts, who at the fame. time profeſss 
the moſt unbounded zeal for tlie happineſs and proſ- 
perity of mankind ! Certainly ſuch perſons muſt 4 
have abandoned the ſober uſe of their faculties, or ö 

muſt have had their moral ſenſe ſhockingly per- 

verted. David, the Pſalmiſt, long ago bath af. 
ſured us, that the fool only, faith in bis heart there 
is no Gd. Lord Bacon, the greateſt of philoſo- 
phers, declares, I had rather believe all the fa- 
bles in the Legend and the Talmnd;. and the — 
coran, than that this univerſal framè i is without a << 
mind. And therefore God never wrought: ami. } 
racle to .convince Atheiſm, becauſe his ordinary 


works convince it.“ And nen 7 oo” of 


r 


the moſ original poets. of the K 
; ingenious Poem the Taſks 5 forth the fol- 
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Of action and re- action. He has found 
The ſource of the diſcaſe that nature feels, 


EY 
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His hot © is againſt fooliſh men, 


That live an Anbei life; involves the heaven 
In tempeſts ; quits his graſp upon the winds 
And gives them all their fury; bids a plague 


Kindle 2 fiery bile upon the ſkin, 
And putrify the breath of blooming health. 


He calls for famine ; and the meagte fiend 


— Blows mildew from between his ſhrivell'd lips 
And taints the golden ear: he ſprings his mines, 


And deſolates a nation at a blaſt. 


*%. 


Forth ſteps the ſpruce philoſopher and tells, 


Of homogeneal and diſcordant ſprings 


And principles: of cauſes how they work. 


By neceſſary laws, their ſure effects 


# 


And bids the world take heart and baniſh fear.. 


I Thou fool! Will thy diſcovery of the cauſe 


- Suſpend the effect or heal it ? Has not God 
Still wrought by means fince. firſt he made the world ?: 
And did he not of old employ his means 

To drown it? What is his creation leſs. 

Than a capacious reſervoir of means, 

© "Formed for his uſe, and ready at his will? | 

. Go, dreſs thine eyes with eye ſalye 3 aſk of bim, 

. Or aſk of whomſoe ver he has taught, 8 
7 And learn, tho' late, the genuine cauſe of all. 


* 


6. Let 
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tk Let us be careful to treat thoſe who > differ | 
* us with kindneſs. 3 b 
It is obſerved by a ſhrewd writer of os pfe- | 
ſent day, © that no religion whatſoever, true or 
- falſe, can excuſe its own members, or accuſe thoſe | 
of any other, upon the ſource of perſecution. The 
principles which give riſe to it are common to all i 
mankind, and they influence them as they are 
men, and not as they belong to this er that perſua- 
1 ſion. In all perſuaſions the bigots are perſeeutors; 3 ? 
the men of a cool and reaſonable piety, are fa- | 7 
vorers of toleration, becauſe B1GoTs' 10 taking. | 
' the pains to be acquainted with the grounds of their- 
a auerſaries tenets, conceive them to be ſo abſurd J 
and monſtrous, that no man of ſenſe can give into 8 
| them in good earneſt. For which reaſon they are 
convinced that ſome oblique bad motives induce 
| them to pretend to the belief of fuch doctrines, 
and to the maintaining them with obſtinacy. This 
is a very general principle in all religious differ- 
ences, and it is the corner-ſtone of all PERSECU= 
; TION.” But believing thoſe who differ from us to» : 
be the diſciples of error, they have a powerful 
claim on our compaſſion. As a: further incentive 
to a lenient conduct, it ſhould be remembered—- 
that we differ from them juſt as much as they do 


from us. By either party, therefore, no anathe- 
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mas ould be hurled, awd. 3 Fa perſe= | 
cution ſhould be inſtantly eradicated. The Quak- 
ers, in their addreſs to James the Second, on his 
E . acceſſion, told him, that they underſtood he was 
no more of the eſtabliſhed religion than them- 
| + felves. ' © We therefore hope (ſaid they) that 
thou wilt allow us that liberty which thou takeſt 
© thyſelf.” The terms {ch;/m and hereſy are in the 
. mouths of many, and it is no unfrequent caſe to find 
hat thoſe who uſe them moſt, leaſt underſtand their 
real import. Dr. Campbell (who lately favoured 
fte public with an excellent tranſlation of the 
Four Goſpels) thus concludes a learned. diſſerta- | 
tion on the ſubject : © No. perſon. (ſays he) Who 
in the ſpirit of candour and charity adheres to that 
which, to the beſt of his judgment, is right, though 
in this opinion he ſhould be miſtaken, is in the 
4 ſcriptural ſenſe either ſchiſmatic or heretic---and 50 4 
be on the contrary, whatever ſect he belongs to, 'J 
| is more entitled to thoſe odious appellations who 
Is moſt apt to throw the imputation upon others.” 
Would to God! that this obſervation, made by 
2 great and good man, were engraven on the 
memory of every individual in Chriſtendom. 
SH Upon the advantages ariſing from Chriſtian mo- 
© eration, we might largely expatiate, and to de- 
meu the evils Wk have flown from an unen- 
lightened 
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lightened and furious zeal, would be to fin a . | 


page with blood. The incomparable biſhop Hall, ⁶ 
in the laſt century, wrote a treatiſe on moderation, ³ 
and has diſcuſſed the ſubject with that eloquence -. 
and ability which are peculiar to all his writings. MM 
But this great and good man towards the cloſe of 


this ſame treatiſe, forgetting the principles which ; | 
he had been forcibly inculcating, devotes one ſoli- 


tary page to the execrable cauſe of intolerances 
This page he conclulles with theſe remarkable ex-, 

preflions; “ Mafter Calvin did well approve him» | 
elf to God's church, in bringing Servetus to the 
Rake at Geneva.” Bleſſed Jeſus ! how art tha 
wounded in the houſe of thy friends? After this 
deplorable inſtance of human inconſiſtency, ſhould J 
not the moſt-eminent of thy followers beware, leſt 


by indulging even in the {lighteſt degree a ſpirit of 3 | 
. antolerance, they be inſenſibly led either to adopt 


or to applaud practices, which, under the ſpecious 
maſk of an holy zeal, outrage £ the wy: firſt brin- | 
© ciples of humanity? _ 


- Chriſtians, indeed, of almoſt every detain 9 
tion, appear at times to have forgotten, that harſh» 


neſs widens rather than cloſes the breaches whick 
previous diverſity of ſentiment may have occa= 
foned. Coercive meaſures reach not the mind, i 
and the TOY edits * to ſpecula- 


| tive = J 


3 Ay 142 1 
| "Bee tenets, is the bombaſt of civil x 


Truth reſts on evidence. But what has evidence 0 
to do with exertions of power implements of + 


torture and ſcenes of devaſtation? From the 
commencement of the fourth centur 5 down to 
he illuſtrious æra of the reformation, . wide and 
untholeſted was the empire of ignorance and of 
fuperſtition over the human ROS At Rome, for 
à ſeries of ages, the chair of infallibility was filled 


+ by a fucceſſion of intolerant and domineering Pon- 


tiffs. Complicated ſyſtems of cruelty were in- 
duſtriouſly deviſed and inhumanly practiſed, for 


: ; the ſupport and defence of their moſt holy faith. 
Out of that once reſpectable capital of the world, 


he demon of perſecution ruſhed forth brandiſh- 
2 ing his torch, and deluged the church of Chriſt 
Wich the blood of her martyrs. Impatient for the 
deſtruction of the human race he flew into dif- 


ferent regions of the earth, framed racks— fixed 
fakes —erected gibbets—and, like a peſtilence, 
ſcattered around him conſternation and death! 
Shall the mild and evangelical genius of Pro- 


teſtantiſm, countenance a temper which incites 


to ſuch execrable deeds, and exultingly enrols the 


names of the perpetrators" in the calendar of the 
faints ? In this twilight ſtate of being, to expoſtu- 


late is one province, to as and perſecute 1 18 | 
* | forbidden · 1 


"P 


a 


<4 


to the diſciples, who, in the plenitude of their 


of all things, in deep and reverential ſilence. 1 


Tis) Rm 
forbidden, T! Fhe glorious Goſpel f the Bed 0.5 
prohibits raſh accuſations, cruel ſurmiſes, and ma- 
| lignant anathemas. Had an inviolable regard f 
been paid to the golden rule, Do unto others as ye 
would they\ſhould do unte you, intolerance would have 
never reared its enſanguined creſt to affright the 


children of men. Ye know not what manner of ſpirit 
pe are of, was our Saviour” 8 pertinent reprimand 


zeal, would have called down fire from heaven 
to conſume the deluded Samaritans. Too often 
does a portion of this accurſed ſpirit reign in the ; 
breaſts of Proteſtants. Hence cenſures are poured ; E ; 
forth, hatreds are engendered, and a -preparation ® 
for heaven is retarded. . Inſtead, therefore, f 
preſumptuouſſy uſurping the ſeat of judgment, 

which the Almighty has excluſively reſerved to ⁵ 
himſelf, and of impiouſly aiming to become the 
diſpenſers of the divine vengeance, wait the iſſue M 


wiſe and a good God will folemaly decide the bu- | 
ook when he Judges the world in "ROS 


* See Mr. 4 Robinſon" 8 judicious piece, b; ctjin Short E Hit 
tory of the Perſecutions of Chriſtians by Heathens, Jews, and Chriſ= # ? 
tians. Second Edition. The great and good Archbiſhop Leighton, —_ 
when contemplating the ſucceſſive perfecutions which have taken | 
4 uſed to lay—The n ae ITE. EZ 
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1 Let us not repiite Votituſs perfocd 1. iuniniey 
| | of religious ſentiment i 18 unattainable i in "is pre- 


kent ſtate. 
A repining ſpirit 1 is the ſource of ill per to- 


de the intention of the Divine Being, that we 


= ' hould think differently concerning certain points 


of faith and practice. Variety marks the works 
of God: It is impreſſed throughout the circum- 


FE IzQual world. Above us, we behold the dazzling 
| brightneſs of the ſun—the pale ſplendour of the 


F ; | heaven. Around us, the ſurface of the earth is 


ao two individual” productions are perfect! y alike. 
Within us, upon the lighteſt examination, we 


harity. From ſenſeleſs idiotiſm, up to the pierc- 
ing ſagacity of Newton, how numerous are the 
gradations of intellect! Minds are of various 
zes. Their capacities, habits, and views are 


3 thoſe who diſſent from us; but it ſeems to 


- ference of the natural, the animal, and the intel- 


moon the mild twinkling of the ftars—and the 
oe variegated colours which adorn the firmament of 


diverſified into a thouſand beautiful forms, and i in 
che animal, the vegetable, * and the foſſile kingdoms, 


diſcern our minds ſtamped with an ociginal pecu- 


never in fſtrit conformity with each other. In 
ſome caſes, therefore, diverſity of opinion flows 
Sou the ver ſtructure of our underſtanding, Toi , 


eee 


- the blood in N Tas 
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 wight have ſhed upon. us ſuch a ſuperior degree | 


of light tha we > ſhould have ſeen 25 with one eye, 


and have been | altogether. of one mind. But the | if 


8 u preme Being has other wile ordered ĩt 1 "and 1 
becoming reſi ignation let y as acquieſce In Q- 


us s (lays ge ood Biltop Hall) as s with t two famous 
rivers int e Eaſt, that they run three {core miles 
together in one channel, with their waters ones 


133 


in very color trom each other; : yet let <5. (63 it 
is with them} without noiſe, without violence.” 5 


1 nnumerable and unavailable | have , been the 
attem ts made. in the ſucceflive ages, of the church - 


to Efe ananimity of ſentiment. | Far this ts I i 


egiſlatures have decrecd various ads, 5 


deeds at Which 1 1 fickens, ſhudders, and 
turns, away? with diſguſt. Francis the Firſt, = | 
of F. ee uſed to declare, e that if be thought 
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theran hereſy, he would ha ye, it 


that he would not {pare_even his own 9 | | 


11. they, entert: - zed ſentiments . contrary to 11551 
Catholic © Church. Pride FACTEUR 2 50 
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be .inveſti ion, - generated, difference , 


bt „ Should diyerſity be deemed an evil, it 
Is 3 on rational beings, and 9 
0 0 the dignity of the Chriſtian profeſſion, to 

impro ave it to valu | le purpoſes. | It is an in- 
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diſputab le fad, that erent denominations have, 
in | every age of the church, kept a Jealous ey 


Wer each other; and dend the {cri iptures,. the 
common standard to which they. appealed. for 
| the truth. of their reſpeAtive. teneis, have deen 
ay alſo be ad- 
Aiverkity of opinion "quickens ! the en- 


of, 3 Which! in ane e pallage 6 of the facred wri- 
| tings... Is 2 ſuperior to > faith and bepe; | 
and, ir , termed the bond [4 ber 


ade from 2 5 1 of "life, b 
bs: givingri riſe. to Graces and \ virt 'S Which o off 
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wile, perhaps, „ would bave had no exiſtence | 
t, caſt woul have, been faintly called forth into 
Men. To perceive the Juſtice of this obſerva” 
5 5 is not neceſſary - x be profound 
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fs Nate of impecte hi we ſhould ih 


on the doctrine of a providence, which adminiſters 7 


the richeſt conſolation. The dominion exerciſed 


, by the Supreme Being over the works of his hands, 4 


Is neither partial as to its objects, narrow in its 


| extent, or tranſitory i in its duration. Unlike earth- „ 
5 ly monarchs, who expire ia their turn, and who 
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are ſucceſſivel y borne into the tombs: of their ane | 
ceſtors, the King of. Saints liveth and reigneth for „ 


ever and ever! Evils, indeed, have entered the 
world, and Rill continue to diſtreſs it. But theſe 
evils have not crept Into t the ſyſtem unknown, o 


3 


Its great Author, and the bas of Deity. en- 
ſure their extirpation. Our rejoicing is—the 
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Lord Gut omnipotent Teigneth. Glorious, there. 
fors, muſt” be the termination. of the divine dif- 


e — 


enſations. , The auguſt period is predicted in 
red writ, and lies concealed it in the womb of 
time. Diſtant'r may be its arrival, but its bleſkngs, - 


once realized, will compenſate. the exerciſe of your 
faith, and the trial of IN PIP: | 
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25. © Of eee Up aus Keſſgs rite. . 
1 o thet renounce that Impioud felf eleem, 
3 That aims to trace the ſecrets of the ſliess | 9 SF, 
| i. ker thou ar but of duſt-—be humble and be af *$ 


85 Finally, Penetrated with a ſenſe of the i imper- 
kection of this preſent life, let us be exceedingly 
* cautious' haw we form our religious ſentiments 

watch unremittingly over our tempers and con- 
duct, and aſpire to that better world, where pure 
1 e unadulterated tary 1 55 de K to. our 
F © Ot all the cibjetts preſented to the Oe mind 
| "Ligiaa claims the firſt and the greateſt attention. 
Ik there be a Ged, a Providence, A Saviour, and a 
F= fate of retribution, theſe weighty truths 
» ought to be prefling upon our minds, and pre- 
| Lding over our conduct. To familiarize ourſelves 
* with their evidence, to lay open our ſouls to their 

energy, and to promote by every honarable me- 
FE thod, their ſpread and eſtabliſhment among man- 
Find, ſhould be our nobleſt ambition. Zeal is an 
BE clevated and an uſeful paſſion. It is forcibly and 
1% e enjoined i in the ſacred writings. It forms 
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The diſſertations of Dr. Price, eſpesially that on Providence, 
| are deſerving of, ſerious attention. Nothing but the firm belief of a 
L / Providence can. tranquilize the mind, when at this moment even 
* the moſt cniliged quarter of the glake, i dai du. 
1 25 £34, | 
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ſcarcely be pronounced truly good, except he pof- 


ene ne, now 6 ſpall know: Rey: was: our da- 


"a" ul. 5 1 
che bete trait of excellence in * beſt and i 
enlightened characters. Indeed an individual can 


ſeſſes a portion of this celeſtial fire. But let us 
be exceedingly. careful that our warmth be tempe- 


rate and regular. Zeal confined within the limits 
| preſcribed by reaſon and ſeripture, is attended with 
| the -moſt bleſſed conſequences. "2 Looſened from 


theſe reſtraints, like the | devouring conflagra-- 
tion, it involves in one undiſtinguiſnable ruin the 
victims of its K and triumphs in the defolation W 
effected How different is the Chriſtian. Wl 
iat bye — purely evangelical, from the 


monſter, who is either fwoln with the venom f 
uncharitableneſs, or wan with W for 


conſcience ſake ! 

Indeed the light arid e now Blended. t to⸗ 
a inſtead of generating a ſpirit of ſcepti 
or precipitating us into acts of violence, ſhould- | 
impel us to. look. for the new. heavens and. the. new 
earth wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs... : Wbat-ye 


3 10 Abe e nat: (are good Ms try 
widens) jeer at theiname ; but only diſeloſe the pretences. of de- 
viliſh zeal in pious or ſeemingly pious men. I landers of ſome 


of theſe, and the bitter opprobrĩous ſpeeches of others have more 
effectually done. the. Devil's: ſervice. under: the name of e 
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to Gojourn am | them. It is, therefore, rea- 


de proper, r 1 nenten . de- 
grees of inſormation arrives. We may, however, 
de aſſured, that the ſpirĩit of God guides all 
good men into neceſarx truth. This is a ſenti - 


ee zarcl — We aidmaely to: 


26h. A vanirable:aoddiftinguithed: chriſtian ſa- 


ther, pronounced the greateſt hereſy to be a wicked 


. Devoutly is it wiſhed that thoſe who are 
* clamorous about ſpeculative tenets, would level 
EF their 2 more againſt the bannen of the 


| ceptive part of:our a IEP $944 2 
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«Ip 505 ce bbc, juſt 5 elegant language, and 


** uſeful tendency, 'Blair's ſermons ſtand particularly diſtinguiſhed, and 


eangot be toe frequently peruſad. Dr. Stennettꝰs diſcourſes alſo on 
perſonal religion, on domeſtic duties, and an the pazable of che ſower 


I 5 are deſerving of much attention. Nor would we omit warmly re- 
-conamendingi all: the works of Mr. Job Orton, mor eſpecially "3p h 


-ifcouries on Erernicy, on Public Harſrip, and on Chriflian Zeal... The 


* attentive and. Sequent peruſal of, ſuch publications would tend to 
* eee diſſipation, and be * 


bonable to believe that we mee os 
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PP. hy; are: eee a8 rigid a „ | 
ſevere againſt herefies of practice as they are again 
hereſies of ſpeculation ? Certainly there are hexew- 
q hes i in my as well as in 3 Ir | 
RIAA — 45 0 5 1 [ful e 
They ſay; eurſed be he who doth not believe the 
Nad of Chriſt: curſed be he who:doth e 
eve hypoſtatical union, and. the nyſtery. of the 
eee be be who denies the inward, opera 
tions of grace, and the irceſiſtible efficacy of the: 
ſpirit. I wiſh. they would make a few canens 
againſt moral herefies. How MARY arg theme 
this kind among our: people! Abeſe n 
tions, made by the intelligent dal 
the refugee Proteſtants in Holland,, are pregnant- | 
with inſtruction, and applicable tothe Proteſtant 
in our times. Their anathemas . are directed mot 
againſt error than againſt unrighteouſneſs..Where- 
a5, Vice is the more formidable enemy. to the wel- 
fare of mankind- To the word of: God: there 
lore, Jet us have conſtant geeourſe, and thence de- 
rive th doctrine which is accarding to godlineſes.. 
dune e the light of heaven,, and refreſhing as the 
1 - The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
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xedtifies depraved pidperſicies-arid introduces us 


E - dcs the Tabitations of the ſprain jus view made 
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1 — ab bow it can beſt exert its influence 


Nu rh in n ſchemes 00 een e Nu or Tank 
Þ | Hicks may ſay with kla fwo | com 
3 ) Hleep- they riſe up to trifleʒ or with 
BÞ 9 #- were never to have an end; and for the 


3 other life as "though it were never to have a be- 


3 — M * the woſt precious depoſit with 
©... a way "wy S of — of diſſipation. John- 
wn alſo declares, that * notwithſtanding the warn- 
| ings of philoſophers, and the daily loſſes and mis- 


bortunes Which life forces on their obſervation, 
ki" e abſorption of their thoughts, in the 


Duſineſs of the preſent day ſueh the reſignation 
1 their reaſon, to empty hopes of future: felicity 
Dor ſuch their unwillingneſs to foreſee what they 
read, that every calamity comes ſuddenly upon 
chem, and not only preſſes them as a burden, 


| quftly W aß vehevel, dug. c 
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| over the ſeverkl departments ef condust, are oc- 


e proviſion for this life as 


them, is ſquandered 
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no permanent impreſſion. Without emotion the7 
behold their fellow- creatures ſnatched: from off the 
buſy theatre of action, and driven one after al- 


5 appointed for all living. Upon the deceaſe, in 
of relatives and friends, they heave a ſigh, utter 


ator breathed into their naſtrilt the breath of lifs? 
Why not be making diligent preparation for the 
_ hour of diſſolution, which'cloſes the ſcene of their 

r and e eee fate of ng vet 
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but eres 2 a8 4 blow.” = 0 death they Vit 3 I | 

dom beſtow a ſerious thought.” Though awful in 
its nature, frequent in its recurrence, prey alarms 
ing in its conſequences, it Jeaves on their minds 


other, either by diſeaſe or accident, into the bouſe 


an exclamation, ſhed a tear, but clothing them- 
ſelves in the mournful ee, of ſorrow, the 
tragedy i is quickly over. 'Re-afſuming chair fol- 
mer views, and laying their minds open afreth _ 
to the dominion of their paſſions, they return with - 
an inſatiable avidity to the ordinary occupations - 
and amuſements of life. Thus proceeds the ge- 
neral tenor of their exiſtence on earth, till ey 
alſo in their turn are ſwept away into the ſilent 
receptacles of the dead. But why are men thus 
forgetful of their original deſtination ? Why loſe 
fight of the end for which their benevolent Cre- 
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$ ing to an eternal world, and a few more fleeting 
E years will place even the youngeſt of us befor, 


{ tze tribunal of Heaven. Whether we can abide 


be enul ſerutiny which. ſhall be inſtituted at 
3 the laſt great day, * for which all other days were 


E | made,” is a queſtion. of infinite importance, and 


moſt intimately concerns rational and accountable 
creatures. Amidſt the din of controverſy, and 


ie jarrings. of adverſe parties, the opinions of the 


ned. are pen Saga; for: the virtues of the; heart, 
. and chus is practical religion moſt: deplorably 
wart F —_— therefore, thoſe pernicious 
diſputes, which damp our devotion, and contract 
:benevolence, let us aſſiduouſſy cultivate che 
aneans by which our faith may be ee 


3 above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right band of 
u. The veil-now thrown over this prelimi- 
"wary ſtate, and concealing ſrom our view ce- 
_ -Icfhak objects, ſhall be ſpeedily removed. Then 
bidding an adieu to prejudices which darken the 


_ 2amderfianding, -ircitate-the-temper, and deform the ; 


\. Fpirit; we ſhall embrace each other with perfeft 
loveiz and ſhall be aſtoniſhed at ourſelves, for 


n been on earth ſo addicted to unprofitable 


" wag! ps TOs „ ” diſputations, 


= (and: vur affections elevated to the things which, arr 
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1 L(putations, and Go. | backward to, the. exer = 
brotherly Kindneſs, . and of Chyifti: n char 
| creatures: . Pity 5 


Direct them into the trath at rf it is in Feſus. Bas Þ 
nich from their hearts the bitterneſs of cenſure. 
riſh in their min 1 | 
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2 ſpirit 


1 love towards their fellow Ckriſtia NS. : 


zeal add knowledge, and to their knowledge cha: 
ake them patient and humble under the 3 
their faith, and under 
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— general, correct, — A perſpicuous; ſometimy enlisened with 
poetical imagery ; anc .. (entiments are commonly juſt. The work 


In be * and uſeful to a numerous Claſs of young 
* "Fraders.” 
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3 > to give awary 
* a AN ADDRESS, humbly deſigned to promote the n of | 


| "Rebigio, (more eſpecially) amongſt the General Baptiſts. 
M Paul. 
| Second Edition, enlarged and reviſed. N 
The Addreſs is ſerious, and is not written with any party ſpirit 


n on the Extent and Uſes bf our Prefent Knowledge. Accompa. 


= 4 25 this ſmall Joene Feapey our note when bet puby 
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